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Helena Romanes School 
in Great Dunmow has 
launched a LGBT group 
for students, with support 
from teachers and staff.

The students, who were all 
female and aged between 
11 and 18, met for the first 
time on February 22 and 
discussions were ongoing 
about the possibility of  
electing a member of  the 
group onto the student 

council.
The school’s child 

protection officer, Louise 
Brammer, stressed that the 
label ‘LGBT’ didn’t have to 
be exclusive to those 
terms. 

Those who went agreed 
that the group would meet 
weekly.

Five members of  staff  
attended, including the 
director of  learning for 
Year 7.
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School leaders ‘already acting’ 
on areas for improvement 
after report from inspectors

A Stansted school has been rated 
as ‘requiring improvement’ in its 
latest Ofsted report.

Forest Hall School, which is part 
of  the Burnt Mill Academy Trust, 
received a ‘good’ rating in 2013 by 
Ofsted, but fell short of  those 
standards in its most recent 
inspection.

The inspection took place on 
January 17 and 18, and the Ofsted 
report said that “longer-term 
support for the most vulnerable 
pupils with complex social and 
emotional needs is not as effective 
as it should be... this support over 
time is not well thought out.” 

The report also said: “There is a 
small amount of  weaker teaching 
that does not meet specific needs 
of  pupils” and that the local 
advisory board do not fully 
understand role and are not yet 

challenging leaders over the use 
of  “funding and welfare 
provision”, although this is 
improving.

The report listed the school’s 
strengths, saying that leaders had 
recruited and trained staff  well 
and consequently teaching was 
typically “good and improving”. 
The report also praised the 
executive head teacher for raising 

academic standards and 
broadening the curriculum as 
well as the school’s dyslexia unit. 

In a press release posted on the 
school’s website on February 6 
titled ‘Three Year 
Transformation’ Stephen Hehir, 
executive head of  the north Essex 
part of  the academy trust, said: 
“Students are leaving Forest Hall 
with the right qualifications to 
help them compete with others 
for sixth form and college courses 
and apprenticeships. Our 
students are now better prepared 
than ever to enter the next stage 
of  the learning journey.” 

The release also stated that 
“radical changes” such as 
Saturday school had “turned 
around the reputation and 
achievements of  the school”.

Co-head teacher Anna Myatt, 
said: “We are excited about the 
next stage of  our journey. We 
know our areas of  improvement 
from the recent Ofsted report and 
are already acting on these to 
ensure we become exceptional.”

Forest Hall School.

Browse for businesses in your area with

| restaurants | accountants |  bakers |  bars  | mechanics |  taxis | electricians |


