
Top of the class
By Michael Bowden

An academy in Edmon-
ton has been ranked as
one of the best schools
for modern foreign lan-
guages for the third con-
secutive year.

Nightingale Academy is
in the top one per cent of
schools nationally for its
modern foreign language
results.

Seventy five per cent of
the school’s students have
English as an Additional
Language.

And, the school’s diver-
sity is seen as its strength.

Many students are qual-
ified interpreters who
practice their skills when
helping the school and
community.

In 2017 83 percent of
Year 11 students achieved
A* to C grades in lan-
guages.

A record 92 percent
achieved A* to C in
Spanish, with 56 percent
awarded A or A*, and 100
percent an A* to D.

Avni Aliaj, head of
modern foreign and com-
munity languages, said:
“Languages are a pre-
ferred GCSE option at

Nightingale and the over-
whelming majority of
students study a language
at Key Stage 4, whether
that be French, Spanish
or Turkish.

“One of the main fac-
tors of our success is
the fact that we regard
students’ English as Ad-
ditional Language status
as an asset, rather than a
disadvantage.

“Most of our students
are natural linguists,
already fluent in two or
more languages.

“They have already cre-
ated a language learn-
ing system in their
heads, which gives them
an advantage when
tackling yet another lan-
guage.

“English as Addition-
al Language students
understand complex
linguistic concepts
and develop fluency fast-
er than their monolin-
gual peers.

“Our job as language
teachers is to simply rec-
ognise and unlock this
potential.

“Of course, this
wouldn’t have been pos-
sible without consist-
ently high-quality teach-

ing from a strong team
of passionate linguists,
high expectations for
all learners and the use
of an array of dynamic
teaching strategies and
resources.”

Students regularly take
part in Erasmus and
other international pro-
jects with schools across
Europe.

Some are chosen to
spend one week in target
language countries like
France, Spain, Turkey
or Poland three or four
times a year.

Since 2013 over 400
Nightingale Academy
students and staff have
travelled to European
countries as part of these
projects.

Mr Aliaj, added: “These
visits are unique oppor-
tunities to take language
learning well and truly
out of the classroom and
to use it in real-life situa-
tions.

“Most of the students
from my Year 11 class, for
example, who spent one
week in Spain last year
as part of our current Er-
asmus+ project achieved
either A or A* in their
Spanish GCSE.
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Age Concern Enfield which operates as Age UK
Enfield is in urgent need of funds after the with-
drawal of public sector money.

Services include the Parker Day Centre (De-
mentia), Home Care, Information and Advice, Be-
friending, Fit for Life, Active Life, Footcare and

Home from Hospital.
To make a donation visit www.justgiving.com/

ageuk-enfield.
Choose the Gift Aid option to increase the value

of the donation by 25p in the pound.

Pleas to help Age Concern
as public money stops


