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 N Tragic - Gary Bassett

NURSERY GETS NATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR CHARITY WORK

 N Congratulations - the Day Nursery staff and children present a cheque to Children in Need

A MAN who lashed out and fa-
tally kicked a drug user in the 
head started the confrontation 
because the victim had smoked 
his drugs, a court heard. 

Gary Bassett, 51, died in hos-
pital after suffering a severe 
head injury in an alleyway be-
hind Debenhams, in Basildon, 
in July last year.

Lloyd Deacon, 27, of  Parson’s 
Field, Dedham, denies murder-
ing him.

Chelmsford Crown Court 
heard that Deacon had handed 
Bassett £20 to pay for drugs ear-
lier in the day. However when 
Deacon arrived in the alleyway 
to collect the drugs, Mr Bassett 
told him there wasn’t any.

When Mr Bassett then hand-
ed over a small bag of  powder, 
Deacon said it wasn’t what he 
asked for. 

Defence lawyer, Nneka Aku-
dolu, made the claim while 
cross-examining Melanie Wil-
liams, the ex-girlfriend of  Mr 

Bassett who had spent the day 
with him. 

While giving evidence on 
Thursday, Miss Williams told 
the jury Deacon had asked for 
some of  the pair’s drugs, but 
insisted no money changed 
hands. 

Mrs Akudolu said: “I’m going 
to suggest to you that Mr Dea-
con asked Gary if  he could get 
some drugs and provided Gary 
with £20 for three rocks of  co-

caine. 
“Gary told him to come back 

in 15 minutes because he knew 
he would have got drugs. Mr 
Bassett, in your presence, told 
Mr Deacon to come back in 15 
minutes because he knew that 
this chap was coming. This 
chap was already on his way.

“Mr Bassett then started 
smoking the drugs purchased 
with Mr Deacon’s money.

“Mr Bassett threw a small 
bag of  powder at him and he 
said it was not what he paid for.

“It actually got a bit heated 
and Gary pushed him and Mr 
Deacon pushed him back. You 
took the opportunity to rum-
mage through your bag and get 
that pen. Gary punched him.”

Miss Williams disputed the 
claims made by Mrs Akudolu.

After Deacon left the alley-
way, Miss Williams desperately 
tried to revive the unresponsive 
Mr Bassett and dialled 999, but 
he suffered a cardiac arrest.

Mr Bassett died in hospital in 
the early hours of  July 31.

The trial continues.

A nursery has attracted nation-
al recognition for its support of  
a charity appeal.

The Day Nursery, in Rawreth, 
is among the top 500 nurseries 
and schools in the country for 
the amount raised for Children 

in Need.
This year, the nursery’s chil-

dren – aged up to four - and 
staff  raised their personal best 
of  £2,385.50 by completing a 
one-mile welly walk in their py-
jamas, holding a bake and cake 

sale and having a pyjama week.
In the last two years, the 

nursery community raised a to-
tal of  £3,200. 

Shanie Bruce, nursery man-
ager, said: “This year, everyone 
worked really hard to beat our 

best fundraising total and we 
smashed it.”

Due to the nursery’s ongoing 
fundraising success, the nurs-
ery has been awarded a loyalty 
fundraiser certificate by the 
BBC, which runs the appeal.
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Find hobbies
CASTLE Point Association 
of Voluntary Service’s Ways 
to Wellness scheme aims to 
improve people’s health and 
wellbeing by linking them to 
activities and opportunities 
available in the community. 

Do you wish to be more 
active or have a keen interest 
in finding hobbies that you will 
enjoy to improve your lifestyle?

The association will help find 
what’s right for you. 

Turn up to Hadleigh Library, 
in London Road, Hadleigh, 
from 1.30pm to 3.30pm on the 
third Monday of every month to 
find out more.

There is no appointment 
necessary - just pop in.

Visit castlepointavs.org.uk 
to get more information about 
services.

Bees talk
JOHN Taylor is hosting a talk 
called ‘Bees in your garden’ at 
Hadleigh Old Fire Station, in 
the High Street.

The talk held by the Hadleigh 
Gardening Association will take 
place on Thursday, February 
15.

Meet from 7.30pm for an 
8pm start.

Admission is £1.50 for 
members and £2 for non-
members.

For more information, visit 
www.hadleighgardening.co.uk


