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Gallery exhibition
a crowning glory
for ‘Britishness’
artwork students
ARTISTIC students from
Harlow are among the few to
be invited to contribute their
work to a prestigious
exhibition.
Just ten schools in Essex

have been selected to have
their students’ work
displayed at the Firstsite
gallery in Colchester.
The Britishness Project will

feature work from 15 GCSE
students at Burnt Mill
Academy, in Harlow, for the
whole season.
The Year 9, 10 and 11

students have worked with
professional artist Sadie
Hennessy to create the
work on Britishness which
will go on show with
works from national
collections.
They produced punk

themed collages and printed
images onto teasets.
Noel Lysons, head of art,

design and technology, said:
“This has been a great
opportunity for our students
to work with an established
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Passmores school
trip to Parliament for
online safety debate
PASSMORES students
attended a high-profile event
at the Houses of Parliament
recently when they were
invited to a digital safety
convention.
The Childnet Digital

Leaders event, hosted in
partnership with Facebook,
was aimed at student
champions of digital safety
and online creativity, and
provided an opportunity to
network with students from
other schools in the London
area.
Safa, Isabelle, Niamh,

Emily, Rosie and Michael
have been selected to be
Digital Leaders at Passmores,
operating as part of the
Student Leadership Team.
Their responsibilities

involve supporting fellow
students who have

experienced difficulties
online, including cyber-
bullying and online safety.
After the convention, the

students were treated to a
tour of the House of
Commons. There, they met
Harlow MP Robert Halfon,
who gave them a fascinating
insight into the history of the
Palace of Westminster.
When asked what the best

part of the day was, Isabelle
said: ‘I really liked meeting
the people at the convention,
especially those who worked
for Childnet and some
students who had won the
Princess Diana Award for
work they had done on e-
safety. At the Houses of
Parliament, we learnt about
how MP voting works. It’s
strict but good for us to know
these rules are in place!‘

artist and to try different
media. To be able to see
their work on display in a
gallery at the end is great.”
Students whose work will

be on display from this week
are Ronnie Witcomb, Grace
Witcomb, Miya Brown,
Elloise Robertson-Gray, Ava
Robertson-Gray, Rosie
Gumble, Libby Slow, Aimee

Appleby, Chelsea Twiner,
Emily Hibbert, Nicole Barr,
Chloe Roythorne, Hannah
Keeling, Leah Baldwin, and
Sophie Bundy.
The project aims to engage

young people in producing
high quality art and
encourage them to use visual
arts to explore issues of
identity and Britishness.

Digital leaders Safa, Isabelle, Niamh, Emily, Rosie and Michael with MP Robert Halfon

Firstsite exhibition

Visitors enjoying the exhibition
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Talented students triumph in their
portrayal of classic Macbeth tragedy
PASSMORES students took
to the stage to deliver their
own production of
Shakespeare’s masterpiece,
Macbeth. This eminent play
about ambition, power and
supernatural shenanigans is
an integral part of the new
English Literature GCSE
curriculum which focuses on
literary classics by British
writers.

The undertaking was not
only a first for the school,
but was also the directorial
debut of Passmores English
teacher Michaela Midwinter,
who was ably supported by
the English Department.

With a cast of students
from Years 9, 10 and 11, they
admirably rose to the
challenge of learning the
400-year-old script in its

Talk from a sprightly
82-year-old helps to
bring history to life
A WWII evacuee has helped
pupils to understand their
history lessons.

Year 5 and 6 pupils from
Roydon Primary Academy, in
Roydon, visited Imperial War
Museum Duxford as part of
their studies around the
World Wars.

The 70 pupils followed an
education trail around the
hangars, looked at exhibits,
answered questions to test
their knowledge, and even
took tests to see if they could
become a pilot in future.

Michael Clark, head of
school, said: “Pupils also had

a talk from a sprightly 82-
year-old man who
remembered being
evacuated in WWII. They
learnt how hard it was for
everyone.

“Educational visits are
often where memories are
made.

“At Roydon, we book the
visits to inspire children and
to help them put what they
have learnt into context.

“The Duxford visit really
helped them to understand
many of the topics they had
covered around the World
Wars.”

original form. Six months of
rehearsals culminated in
four gripping performances
which were presented to
over 600 Passmores students,
as well as to parents, staff,
governors and friends of the
school who attended an
evening show.

Passmores principal, Vic
Goddard said: ‘We have
previously invited theatre
companies in to school to
put on the plays and bring
them to life, but they have
never quite been what we
needed. In light of that, I
mentioned to our wonderful
English department that
maybe we could do the plays
ourselves, and to my delight
they agreed.

“I was astounded at the
ability of our cast to learn so

much complicated language
and to perform the whole
play with such
professionalism. I know that
when it comes to them
studying it for their
examinations it will be a
massive benefit.”

Admitting Macbeth is a
difficult play to approach,
Miss Midwinter said: “All the
hard work was worth it. I felt
total pride for the students
when they went out there
and did it. As a director you
are only ever as good as your
cast and I was so proud of
every single one of them.”

Following the success of
Macbeth, the school will
tackle another classic text
from the GCSE syllabus, ‘The
Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and
Mr Hide’, next year.
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Lady Macbeth

Year 5 and 6 pupils visited the Imperial War Museum Duxford

The cast of Macbeth from Passmores

The Witches


