
22 Star, Thursday, April 5, 2018 HSH-EO1-S2

Raising the
roof at the
Albert Hall
with gala
concert
STUDENTS from Freman’s
music department were
invited to perform at a gala
concert at the Royal Albert
Hall on March 11.
The choir sang with

students from other schools
and some Freman students
were also given the
opportunity to take to the
stage and perform
“Kashmir”. Both students
and staff had a great time
and enjoyed being able to
experience this amazing
venue from back stage as
well as the main stage.
Accompanying teacher, Dr

Aguilar, had the following to

say: “The band’s
performance of “Kashmir”
got an amazing response and
created a buzz in the
audience. As a member of
the choir, I really enjoyed
singing with so many others
and felt that all the efforts in
rehearsals paid off when we
all sung together.
“Having such a prestigious

venue, the amazing organ
from the Albert Hall, a full
orchestra and a very helpful
conductor made the
experience really uplifting.
The students couldn’t stop
singing on the way back:
they were really happy!”
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School smashes through the learning barriers for special needs students
THE work a school does to
support children with special
educational needs has been
described as “uplifting”.
The Rev Jokey Poyntz,

team vicar at St Mary's Little
Parndon, was keen to see
how Burnt Mill Academy
nurtures its students with
SEND – special educational
needs and disabilities.
During a visit, the Rev

Jokey wanted to find out
how the school ensures the
smooth transition of
students from Key Stage 2
into Key Stage 3 with the
help of SEND co-ordinators
and stepping stones to
prepare them for the next
stage of their education.
The visitor met with

students with SEND to ask
them questions about their
experiences of Burnt Mill
and the support they receive.
Benjamin Eva, assistant

SENDCo and drama teacher,
said: “The Rev Jokey Poyntz
was keen to see how we
enrich our students and
provide high expectations for
all to smash through barriers
to learning.

“We strive to remove labels
and focus on achieving the
best for all of our students
and having high expectation
for all. Here at Burnt Mill, we
love to showcase how our
students achieve the best in
all they endeavour.
“Each student is defined

by his or her own effort and
progress and not that of a
label.”
The Rev Jokey was so

impressed with what she
saw, she sent a note of
thanks to the school, as well
as Tweeting about the
experience.
She said: “I had a very

uplifting and interesting
afternoon and it would give
me confidence in
recommending you to
parents.
“Your passion for the

SEND pupils was clear and it
was very heartening to see
the positive relationships
they had with you.
“Hopefully we can find

other ways of working
together to support our
young people and our
community.

Thechoir sang with students from other schools

The Rev Jokey Poyntz, team vicar at St Mary's Little Parndon, was keen to see how Burnt Mill Academy nurtures its
students with SEND
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A tempestuous way for pupils
to drop everything and read

Reptiles and insects bring the Wow
factor into Cooks Spinney classes
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COCKROACHES, snakes and
lizards were found in a
primary school – much to
the delight of pupils.

Cooks Spinney Primary
Academy, in Harlow,
welcomed in the reptiles as
part of its latest Wow day.

The school gets
enthusiasm for every new
topic started with a Wow day
each half-term.

Year 3 were visited by a
bearded dragon,

Madagascan cockroach,
Tegu lizard, Sinaloan milk
snake and a royal python
from Animal Experience.

Sarah Brennan, Year 3
teacher, said: “Children
learnt about the creatures
and got to hold and/or touch
them. This visit was to tie in
with our dragon topic.

“Children were thrilled by
the close encounters with
the reptiles. It really was a
memorable experience.”

A WEEK dedicated to books
and reading inspired a love
of literacy among children.

Roydon Primary Academy,
in Roydon, held Book Week
to promote reading for
pleasure and to incorporate
World Book Day.

The whole week was based
on Shakespeare, in particular
looking at his poetry writing.

During the week, pupils
took part in DEAR (Drop
Everything And Read),
worked with West End in
Schools to create a whole

school performance of The
Tempest, worked on their
reading with parents in class,
donated books to swap with
their classmates and spent a
day dressed as Shakespeare
characters.

The Book Week Challenge

also got pupils to complete a
series of tasks linked to
reading, such as reading to
someone under the age of
five and reading in bed.

Laura Spring, assistant
headteacher and English
lead, said: “Book Week is an

opportunity to promote
reading for pleasure across
the school and to encourage
children to read, read and
read!

“Children always enjoy
Book Week and look forward
to the activities that are

happening. It’s important for
us to instil a love of reading
into our children and, while
reading for pleasure happens
every day in school, it’s nice
to really celebrate the
importance and enjoyment
of reading in a big way.”

Roydon Primary students had a
week dedicated to books

The 2017 event

Cockroaches, snakes and
lizards were found at Cooks
Spinney Primary Academy


