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What a fantastic
story – ta l e nte d
writer ’s entry
impresses judges

YOUR EDUCATION NEWS

Cubs learn new skills on successful make and build evening

A YOUNG writer from a
Harlow school has been
named in the top 150 of
39,000 students who entered
a national competition.

A story written by Lauren
Burgess, Year 8 at Burnt Mill
Academy, is one of the top
regional winners in the
National Young Writers’
Awards.

Her story, called Pawns,
was selected as one of the
best entries.

The competition,
organised by tuition provider
Explore Learning, invited
children from across the UK
to write a 500-word story
about heroes – whether that
be their parents, a policeman
or their idol.

The final of the
competition was judged by
TV personality and best-
selling author David
Walliams.

He said: “I was
overwhelmed by the quality
and creativity of the stories I
was reading and was so

impressed that this broad
range of exciting ideas have
come from such young
writers.

“Each piece of writing
drew me in and kept me
captivated by clever and
observant story lines and
engaging characters.

“We definitely have some
future star authors here.”

Lauren received a
certificate, revision books for
English, maths and science
and a reading book, as well
as personalised feedback
from one of the Explore
Learning tutors.

Charlotte Gater, head of
curriculum at Explore
Learning, said: “This year’s
National Young Writers’
Awards attracted a record
number of entries, so Lauren
Burgess should be very
proud of her success.

“We were blown away by
the number of children who
were inspired to write heroic
tales. It is amazing to have
David pick our winning entry

this year and clearly inspire
so many children to put pen
to paper.

“Well done to everyone
who entered who has set the
bar so high for next year.”

Dee Conlon, deputy
headteacher, said: “When
Lauren read her story to staff
in our weekly briefing, there
wasn’t a single dry eye in the
room.

“Not only did we get
emotional because of her
heartfelt story, but also
because we were bursting
with pride.

“A huge well done to
Lauren; she definitely is my
hero.”

A HIGHLY technical school
is offering its facilities to
community groups.

BMAT STEM Academy, in
Harlow, offers the latest
technology and expertise to
students looking to pursue
careers in the areas of
science, technology,
engineering and maths
(STEM).

With high-end facilities,
the new school – part of the
BMAT group – is looking to
offer local groups the
opportunity to hold sessions
on site.

The 1st Thorley Bishops
Stortford Saxon Cub Pack is
among those already
enhancing what it offers
members by utilising BMAT
STEM Academy.

A recent parent and Cub
make and build evening held
at the school was hailed a
success, with 20 visitors
making items such as key
holders using the school’s
equipment.

Paul Andrew is Cub Scout
leader as well as assistant
head at BMAT STEM
Academy. He said: “The
space at BMAT STEM
Academy was offered to the
Cub group as part of a
community link to promote
the school.

“The workshop itself is
large and so accommodates
parents and children, as well
as providing a different
experience for the cubs.

“Expertise was also
important, with teacher Dave
Ramsey donating his time to
help the cubs complete their
projects.

“The facilities include a
range of cutting, drilling and
sanding tools, enabling Cubs
to hone new skills.

“In the future, we plan to
offer science to local Cub
groups via access to our new
laboratories, giving an
opportunity to try things not
possible in a scout hut.”

Mr Andrew said of the

benefits to the cub group:
“The parent and cub evening
allows parents to get
involved in scouting and
helping their cub complete a
simple technology project, as
well as helping the cub to
gain skills.

“The evening is designed
to help the cubs to achieve
their DIY badge, as well as
counting towards the skills
challenge, which is one of six
challenges needed for a
Chief Scouts Silver Award.

“By offering different
experiences, we hope to
make scouting fun and
relevant as well as showing
the relevance of STEM to the
youth of today.”

It is hoped the Cub group
will complete their science
badge at the school next
year.

If you are interested in
using the school’s facilities
for your community group,
contact info@bmatstem.
org.uk

Lauren Burgess’s teachers were bursting with pride after hearing her story

BMAT STEM Academy is offering its facilities to community groups
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Popular children’s author is a big hit
with pupils on visit to primary school

YOUR EDUCATION NEWS

THE author of an iconic
children’s book left a lasting
impact when he visited a
Harlow primary school.

Michael Rosen, who wrote
children’s favourite We’re
Going on a Bear Hunt, spent
the day wowing pupils – and
staff – at Cooks Spinney
Primary Academy.

The performance poet
took to the stage to tell
animated, elaborated stories
of his life, demonstrating to
children how real life can
turn into fantasy when
writing.

He said: “I like to show
children there are all sorts of
styles of writing.

“There’s writing about
things that have really
happened, fantasy writing
like Harry Potter, as well as a
style of writing where you
start writing about real life
that goes into fantasy. This is
an initiation into that style of
writing; into that
exaggeration or tall story.

“They can start with the
resources they have got and
just expand on that and go
OTT.

“Write about the family
and tell a yarn, turn your
writing into a big fib!

“We all know a strict
teacher, so expand on that
and tell the tall story about
not being allowed to
breathe, like in No Breathing
in Class.

“I hope children take from
my performance ideas for
writing. It is not as difficult
as you think; if you’ve got a
speaking voice, just use that.
It’s writing with the voice.

“I always hope the things I
do provide a resource,
whether that’s performance
or content.”

Year 4 teacher Tracy Pope
has relied on Michael’s work
to inspire children during
her 15-year teaching career.

She said: “We always teach
our children performance
poetry and Michael Rosen is
the man for that.

“It’s always his YouTube
clips we refer to.

“If you are not referring to
Michael Rosen, I have no
idea who you would use.
There’s nobody better.

“We have just had a week

of poetry and performance
poetry and before that we
were working on creating
play scripts, so it all ties in
with performance and
acting.

“Pupils have been so
excited to see Michael in real
life, having studied him and
knowing his books so well.

“I am sure after this
experience, everyone will be
talking about what they got
from Michael’s performance
and how they can use what
they saw in their own
poems.”

Children in Reception and
Key Stage 1 were the first to
encounter Michael’s lively
performance.

Within moments of seeing
him, children were using
what they had learnt.

While the second
performance was being put
on for the older children,
Francesca Harris, director of
EYFS, said of the younger
pupils: “They have already
made their own stories
based around We’re Going
on a Bear Hunt. Hearing
Michael Rosen has inspired

them instantly. As I have
walked down the corridor, I
could hear everyone
listening to more of his work
online.

“The children were in awe
for 45 minutes watching him
in the hall. Even a trainee
teacher whose confidence
needed building was getting
into it all and doing
Michael’s actions when
reading.

“The impact is massive.”
The author is looking to

return to Harlow to host a
training day with staff at
Cooks Spinney and other
schools within the BMAT
group to give tips on
inspiring a love of reading
and confidence to perform.

Stuart Pope, executive
head teacher, said: “Across
the Trust, we are looking to
promote oracy and getting
that confidence through
speaking.

“We want our young
people and adults to have
the confidence and skills to
articulate and to see what
happens when you take the
traditional set-ups away.”

Michael Rosen spent the day
wowing pupils and staff at Cooks
Spinney Primary Academy

Top teachers get a pat on
t h e ba c k a t D ow n i n g St re et
A PRESTIGIOUS celebration
of the country’s top teachers
included praise for an Essex
education director.

Just 100 teachers were
invited to attend a reception
at Downing Street to
celebrate their hard work,
talent and commitment to
giving children an excellent
education.

Among them was Lee
Bradbury, director of
humanities for the BMAT
group of schools in Harlow,
Epping and Stansted and
Newham in London.

He was nominated by
Helena Mills CBE, BMAT
CEO, who said: “Mr
Bradbury is an ex Burnt Mill
Academy student who has
devoted years to raising
standards for students in his
home town. He is an
inspiring and committed
teacher.

“I know as a big royalist he
really wanted to go to Harry
and Meghan’s wedding, so
this was the next best thing
as a reward for him.”

The evening event was

hosted by Prime Minister
Theresa May and Secretary
of State for Education
Damian Hinds, who paid
tribute to the profession for
raising standards in
education – with 1.9 million
more children now in good
or outstanding schools than
in 2010.

Mr Bradbury, who also met
schools minister Nick Gibb,
Secretary of State for
Children and Families
Nadhim Zahawi and Lord
Lucs, said: “It was an
opportunity to meet other
teachers from primary and
secondary schools around
the country and to discusses
issues within education with
ministers.

“There was a wide range of
people there, from CEOs and
head teachers to classroom
practitioners and NQTs.

“The ministers were asking
questions and listening to
what we had to say. I
brought up the historic need
for a Sixth Form in Harlow
and the fact we need to get
budgets expanded.

“It was quite helpful and
good to feel I had an
opportunity to have my say.

“We were all quite
overawed by our
surroundings in Downing
Street.

“It was a really nice
experience and great to get a
pat on the back.”

Prime Minister Theresa
May said: “We know the
success of every young
person, in whatever they go
on to do in life, is shaped by
the education they receive at
school.

“That’s why I was
delighted to welcome more
than 100 teachers from
across the country to
Downing Street to celebrate
their achievements and to
thank them for the vital work
they do day-in and day-out.

“Teachers are key to
making Britain the great
meritocracy it can and
should be and I am
committed to working with
them so that every child has
the best possible start in
life.”

Lee Bradbury, director of
humanities for the BMAT
group of schools outside
Number 10
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