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Teen boxer
hoping to
pack a punch
in his GCSEs

“It can be hard to balance
my boxing with the exams.
But, while I’m in school, my
pure focus is on school and
achieving well in my exams; I
work through my breaks and
lunchtime. I have done my
mock exams and got decent

results and know in what
areas I need to step up my
revision. I am all about sport,
sport, sport, but I know I
have to have a plan B.

“The school has been
fantastic and supports me in
both areas. I am not allowed

to take part in sports such as
football because of my
boxing commitments, so
instead I am allowed to go
into the gym and work on
my fitness during PE lessons.
That has helped me 100 per
cent.

“As soon as I get home, I’m
into my training clothes and
off to train. After the success
of this year, I am looking to
make boxing my future. But,
I have an apprenticeship in
carpentry as my back-up
plan.”

A NATIONAL boxing
champion is preparing to
take on his next big
opponent – his GCSE exams.

John-James Hedges, 16, is
the national junior Amateur
Boxing Association (ABA)
champion, having started the
sport at the age of seven.

His position in Team
England means he is
committed to a daily cardio
workout, plus four visits to
the gym each week with his
focus being on reaching the
2019 Youth Olympics and
2024 Paris Olympics.

Having won all four fights
at the ABA championships,
the teenager is now ranked
number one in England. His
next goal is to become
number one in Great Britain
when he competes at the GB
Tri-nations Championships
in Scotland.

If he achieves that, he will
be picked for the European
Championships in Russia in
October.

And, despite his huge
sporting success, the Year 11
student at Forest Hall
School, in Stansted, is still
finding the fight to take on
his GCSE exams this
summer.

He said: “I have been a
part of Team England since
2016. Back then, I was not
expected to win
championships and so
everything I achieved was a
bonus. Now, the pressure is
on a bit more as I am ranked
number one and I am
expected to win.

“As part of Team England,
I am getting to work and
train with the best, such as
Anthony Joshua. There’s
nothing better than that.
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New head aiming to
forge close links with
the wider community
THE new headteacher of
Magna Carta Primary
Academy is building a rich
future for his pupils.

Marios Solomonides
arrived as headteacher of the
school in Stansted on April
16, having previously been
head at fellow Burnt Mill
Academy Trust (BMAT)
school Freshwaters Primary
Academy in Harlow.

He has spent the last 18
months researching and
creating a bespoke
curriculum for the trust’s
Harlow schools.

He will use that experience
to put together a knowledge-
rich curriculum for the
children of Magna Carta to
ensure they are ready for life
beyond school.

As well as ensuring lessons
are suited to the children’s
needs, Mr Solomonides is
also looking to expand their
interaction with the
community, with a focus on
charity and business.

He said: “I am keen to
make links with other local
primary schools, so we can
hold joint events and our
staff can moderate together
and share CPD sessions.

“We already work with our
fellow primary schools
within BMAT in Harlow, but
the communities are very
different and so it makes
sense to build links with our
local schools.

“We are starting from
scratch with the curriculum
here as Magna Carta is a new
school. That is very exciting.

“As part of that, I have
joined the Stansted Business
Forum to begin building
links with local professionals
who can help to inspire our
children to strive for various
careers. It will help children
to see there is a purpose to
what they are learning. Of
course, we want our
curriculum to be
aspirational, however,
another focus for us will be

personal, social and moral
development of our pupils.

“By working with the
community and charities,
the children will feel they are
contributing, but it will also
give the community

opportunities to come in and
be a part of us.”

On day one, Mr
Solomonides introduced
three new rules – be safe, be
kind and work hard – and
the curriculum will be used

to teach children in these
areas. Of his new school, Mr
Solomonides, who will be
joined by deputy
headteacher Teresa Avey in
June, said: “The children at
Magna Carta are lovely and

the parents are very
interested in their learning
and are keen to get involved.
That’s exactly how we would
want things to be.

“I’m very excited to be
leading Magna Carta.”

Marios Solomonides, new headteacher at Magna Carter Primary Academy

John-James Hedges is the national junior Amateur Boxing Association (ABA) champion


