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Theatre company wins national award 
for ‘impressive’ design and production 
A Dunmow theatre company has 
won a national award for its 
impressive design of a bus used 
in a production of  the musical 
Priscilla Queen of the Desert. 

The Dunmow Players won the 
award for Best Technical 
Achievement at the National 
Operatic and Dramatic 
Association East awards.
The company was also nominated 
for Best Musical for the show, 
which was performed at the 
Foakes Hall in Dunmow in 
October 2017. 

The company built the bus, an 
integral part of  the play, from 
scratch and the award is a 
continuation of  success for the 
players, which also won an award 
for Sister Act in 2016, 

The National Operatic and 
Dramatic Association is the 
national body for amateur theatre 
societies. 

 The Dunmow Players 
chairman Peter Dedman, played 
Bernadette, a character made 
famous by Terence Stamp in the 
1994 film, The Adventures of  
Priscilla, Queen of  the Desert. 

Mr Dedman who was 
instrumental in getting the bus 
built and stage-ready, said: “Most 
theatre groups hire in the 
Priscilla bus for their shows, but 
we just didn’t have the space for 
it, we wouldn’t have got it through 
the doors of  Foakes Hall, so we 
had to think creatively and 
decided to build our own.” 

Mr Dedman, alongside Peter 
Hutley, the set designer, spent 
many hours perfecting the design 
of  the bus to ensure that it was 
robust enough to hold the actors 
while being easy to move around 
on stage. 

Emma Chappell, head of  
wardrobe worked tirelessly to 
upholster the interior of  the bus 
with as much gaudy fabric as she 
could lay her hands on.

The award-winning bus is 
currently in storage and the 
company is hoping to sell it on to 
another theatre group who are 
staging Priscilla Queen of  the 
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Desert.  
The show is based on the 1994 

comedy film which follows two 
drag queens (Hugo Weaving and 
Guy Pearce) and a transgender 
woman played by Terence Stamp 
as they travel through the 
Australian outback to Alice 
Springs in a bus called Priscilla.

It won an Oscar for its cosumes. 
The Dunmow Players are 
currently rehearsing for their 
next show, the musical Little Shop 
of  Horrors, which will run from 
October 23 to 27. 

For further details see: www.
dunmowplayers.co.uk or email 
dpshowenquiries@gmail.com. 
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Exchange visits

Stansted students will have 
the chance to take part in 
pupil exchanges and sample 
French cuisine, thanks to a 
new partnership between 
Stansted Parish Council, 
Stansted Business Forum and 
the French town of Rungis, 
which is also close to an 
airport.  

Forest Hall School, in 
Stansted, has said students 
will have the opportunity to 
take part in school exchanges, 
and teachers to work in a 
French school. 

Teachers, parish council 
and business forum members 
visited Rungis, before the plan 
to twin underwent 
consultation and was 
approved by the parish 
council.

A twinning ceremony on 
July 6 will cement the link 
between the two areas. 

Maureen Caton, council 
chairman said: “The parish 
council was asked if  they 
would consider twinning with 
Rungis, which has Europe’s 
biggest market and is near 
Orly airport. The delegation 
loved the history of  Stansted.”


