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West Ham footballer Patrice 
Evra surprised patients and 
staff at Newham University 
Hospital by turning up in an 
Easter Bunny costume to give 
children Easter eggs last week.

The left-back rocked up to the 
hospital armed with chocolate 
treats having not told anyone of  
his planned visit.

Afterwards he tweeted: “What 

a day. I just want to say thanks to 
the kids and staff  at hospital who 
do incredible work. 

“Easter is for happiness, 
family, sharing and chocolate. I 
love this bunny and I always love 
this game!”

A video he posted online shows 
Evra handing out Easter eggs 
from a large trolly he is wheeling 
around the wards.

Alison Greene, children’s 

matron at Newham’s Rainbow 
Centre, said: “It was so kind of  
Patrice to make time to visit, 
bringing a huge smile and lots of  
laughs.

“Patrice truly made Easter 
eggstra special for our children 
and their families, as well as our 
dedicated staff  working over the 
Bank Holiday weekend.

“All of  us here at Newham are 
very grateful.”

Patrice Evra surprised patients and staff at Newham University Hospital.                      Picture: TWITTER/@EVRA

Charity news

A violent thug from 
Canning Town who 
stabbed his 
ex-girlfriend’s new 
partner in the head has 
been jailed for eight 
years.

Nathan Gunes, 38, of  
Cambus Road, followed 
his ex-partner and her 
new boyfriend as they 
walked along Ingal Road 
before carrying out the 
stabbing after a brief  
confrontation.

The 28-year-old victim 
suffered a fracture in his 
skull but his injuries were 
not life-threatening 
following the attack on 
October 20 last year.

Gunes was arrested and 
charged with grievous 
bodily harm hours later.

Last week at 
Snaresbrook Crown Court 
he was convicted and 
jailed.

PC Meltem Duymus, 
from Newham’s 
Community Support Unit 
(CSU), said: “Justice has 
most definitely been 
served for the victim who 
sustained a brutal head 
injury.  This is a great 
outcome for CSU in 
Newham who are 
committed to taking 
violent thugs off  the 
boroughs streets.”

Nathan Gunes has been jailed.   
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Crime

Exhibition

A touring exhibition is holding its 
second event in Newham – a talk 
from campaigners who fought to 
eradicate racism in the borough.

The event at Custom House and 
Canning Town Community Centre 
and Library will be held by Goga 
Khan, one of  the Newham Eight, 
and the daughter of  Asquith Xavier, 
who challenged a colour ban in 

Kings Cross in the 1960s. 
In 1983, a group of  eight british 

asians went on trial after fights 
broke out in a Newham school 
based on race attacks. Hundreds of  
children went on strike and 
protested outside the Old Bailey 
during the trial, and Goga Khan, 
one of  the boys arrested, will be 
speaking about the experience.

In 1966, Asquith Xavier applied to 

be a guard at Euston and was 
rejected for his race – his daughter 
will tell the story of  how he 
challenged the authorities and 
changed the law. 

The talk is part of  the Journey to 
Justice Music and Freedom Project 
which will be at Beckton Globe 
Library until April 30. 

The talk will be on April 4 from 
6-8pm.

news

Education

For some, sitting through 
a performance of 
Shakespeare is hard 
enough – but students at 
the Royal Docks 
Academy were treated to 
two, back-to-back 
performances of 
Macbeth by the 
BoxClever Theatre 
company.

To demonstrate the 
different ways his texts 
can be interpreted, Year 
10 and 11 pupils saw 
shortened versions of  the 
Shakespeare play with 
modern twists, like 
beatboxing, before seeing 
the full-length version at 

the National Theatre.
They also questioned 

performers on routes into 
acting and how best to 
learn lines.

Head of  English, 
Albany Borland, said: 
“These visits enabled our 
students to experience 
very different versions of  
the same story.

“It really helped 
students to understand 
Macbeth and showed 
them that it is ok to have 
different opinions on it. 

“Performances like this 
help to lift work off  the 
page and students 
appreciate the text in its 
original intentions.”
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