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Pupils moved by plight of 
Windrush generation send 
letter to prime minister 
About 200 schoolchildren 
moved by the plight of the 
Windrush generation wrote 
to prime minister Theresa 
May to protest.

The 12 to 14-year-old pupils 
from Royal Docks Academy in 
Custom House took action in 
protest against government 
threats to deport the children 
of  citizens from Carribean 
countries who despite living in 
the UK for decades have been 
told they are here illegally 
because of  a lack of  
paperwork.

Pupil Shae-Ann McLeod – 
whose father was born in 
Antigua – said: “It’s unjust 
because these people have 
lived here for years.” 

Classmate Aisha Creary – 
whose grandparents are from 
Jamaica, Montserrat and India 
– said: “People shouldn’t be 
dismissed because of  where 
they come from, especially 
when they have been invited to 
come to the UK. 

This breaks up families and 
friendships.”

Some of  the students from 
the Prince Regent Lane school 
now plan to take their letters 
to 10 Downing Street.

Royal Docks Academy 
geography teacher Sandra 
Reeks – who organised the 
letter writing – shared with 
pupils stories of  Junior Green 
who missed his mother’s 
funeral in the UK because he 
was not allowed to return to 
the country he had lived in 
since he was 13-months-old 
after a visit to Jamaica.

They were also shown a 
debate on the issue in 
parliament.

Ms Reeks said: “It has been 
quite emotional. 

“So many of  our students 
are in similar situations where 
their parents brought them 

over here. I have been 
overwhelmed by their 
reactions.”

And the school’s 
headteacher, John Blaney, 
said: “I am so moved by how 
this story captured our 
students’ attention. 

“They are so passionate 
about this. 

“Their commitment to 
justice and equality is a 
reminder what a privilege it is 
to work with young people.”

People who arrived in the 
UK between 1948 and 1971 from 
Caribbean countries have been 
labelled the Windrush 
generation after the ship MV 
Empire Windrush which 
brought the first migrants 
from the Caribbean in 1948.

A Home Office spokesman 
said: “We have set up a team to 
help people get the 
documentation they need. 

“We’ve also been speaking to 
charities, community groups 
and High Commissioners to 
ensure advice is provided.”
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Finance

The East End Citizen’s Advice 
Bureau has praised a new TV 
licensing scheme designed to help 
those most at risk of debt.

TV Licensing are trialling a scheme 
where customers pay their licence 
fee in installments throughout the 
year, instead of  the current six 
months.

The trial is available to those who 
have sought advice from debt 
advice charities, those who have 
had their licence cancelled in the 
last six months because of  missed 
payments, or those who’ve been 

questioned for TV licence fee 
evasion.  

An East End Citizen’s Advice 
Bureau spokesman said: “One of  
the things we hear from our clients 
is how hard it can be to manage all 
their outgoings. We’ve found that 
people often aren’t aware of  the 
different payment options available 
to them, but after discussing and 
putting a schedule in place it feels 
much more manageable.”

The trial’s sign up period runs 
from April 1 to the end of  
September. Call 0300 790 6112 for 
more information.

Crime

New research on knife crime and 
gangs will be shared next week in 
Stratford.

Findings will discuss the hopes and 
dreams of  about 20 young people 
living in some of  the areas worst 
affected by violent crime, as well as 
what help they need achieving 
these.

The breakfast discussion, held at 
Theatre Royal Stratford East in 
Gerry Raffles Square, is chaired by 
Philip Osei-Hwere, managing 
director of  marking firm EMH 
Global.

“The whole idea is to find out 
what inspires them, and use that as 
more of  a force pushing them away 
from getting involved in gangs,” he 
told the Recorder.

“Our whole aim is to direct the 
conversation to more of  solutions 
rather than blame.

“That’s what this presentation is 
about, it’s where the conversation 
carries on after.”

Presenters include research 
author Kay Scorah and Mr Gee, 
comedian and presenter.

The event runs from 8am until 
10am on Friday, May 4.


