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An annual free community 
festival in Canning Town is 
set to return this summer.

Cody Dock, which is being 
regenerated by Gasworks 
Dock Partnership, will host 
its Big Summer Event on 
Saturday, June 16 from 
midday until 5.30pm.

The event, normally 
attended by hundreds of  
people, will include a 
baking competition, 
singing performances by 
school children and an 
opportunity to hear more 
about the dock’s 
development plan.

A Big Lunch will also 

take place, with attendees 
invited to each bring one 
dish with them.

Event organiser and 
Canning Town resident 
Julia Briscoe said: “This 
event is always a great 
chance to meet new friends 
and catch up with old ones 
whilst enjoying some fresh 
air and Cody Dock’s 
beautiful riverside 
environment.

“We are hoping that, as 
usual, our Big Lunch will 
have a spectacular spread 
of  food, representing the 
vibrancy and diversity of  
Newham’s multicultural 
community.”
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Education

Students in Newham have 
been doing their time in 
the witness box – as part of 
a mock trial.

Year 8 pupils at Royal 
Docks Academy acted out a 
motoring offence trial in 
their citizenship lessons, 
as part of  their education 

on crime and punishment.
Students learnt about the 

structure of  the court and 
case proceedings, before 
taking on the roles of  
defendant, prosecutor, 
judge, jury and witness.

Jermaine Mitchell, who 
played the clerk, said: “My 
role was to make sure the 

court was settled, that the 
jury members were okay 
and to help the judge.

“I have learnt that a 
court is not what I expected 
and that there are a lot of  
different roles involved.”

Trainee teacher Sereena 
Lewis said: “I am very 
proud of  them for standing 

up and doing it, even 
though some were quite 
nervous. It gave them a 
sense of  independence as 
they each had their own 
role to prepare and act 
out.”

Email sophie.morton@
archant.co.uk your stories.

Students 
acting out 
the roles of 
judge, jury, 
defence and 
prosecution 
in a motoring 
offence case. 
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Proposal to build £1 billion 
‘cultural centre’ and 3,500 
homes blocked by City Hall
Plans for a £1 billion cultural hub 
in Silvertown have been blocked.

Yesterday (Tues), Indian business 
conglomerate Essel Group 
announced their proposal to build 
a cultural centre and 3,500 homes 
in the Royal Docks had been 
denied by the Greater London 
Authority (GLA). 

The Silvertown Partnership (a 
consortium of  Chelsfield 
Properties, First Base and 
Macquarie Capital) were 
appointed the site’s developers in 
2012 by the GLA, but in 2018, 
discussions were begun with 
Essel Group for them to buy the 
development rights. 

Dr Subhash Chandra, chairman 
of  Essel Group, said the GLA 
could not present the group’s 
plans to the mayor without 
permission from The Silvertown 
Partnership (TSP), who claim the 
decision is in the hands of  the 
GLA.

Dr Subhash Chandra, chairman 
of  Essel Group, said: “It has been 
my long-held ambition to build at 
least three major cultural centres 
in the world that will be dedicated 
to helping all nations explore 
peaceful solutions to the current 
threats facing humanity. 

“This is the kind of  investment 
the mayor’s campaign aims to 
achieve – one that shows London 
is united with the world and 
proud of  its history. I am deeply 
disappointed, therefore, that Essel 
Group has been prevented from 
having our visionary proposal 
formally tabled to the GLA.”

As part of  the designs, Essel 
Group planned to build 3,500 
homes, 35 per cent being 
affordable. The cultural centre 
was expected to bring 10 million 

visitors each year and create 
more than 5,000 jobs.

Dr Chandra added: “The 
Silvertown Partnership require 
the approval of  the GLA before 
they can proceed. For common 
sense to prevail, the GLA must 
seize this opportunity. We remain 
hopeful that the government and 
the mayor will not allow this 
important investment into 
London to be lost.”

A City Hall spokesman said: 
“The mayor is committed to 
ensuring regeneration of  the 
Silvertown Quays site, which has 
the potential to deliver thousands 
of  much-needed new homes as 
part of  the wider redevelopment 
of  the Royal Docks.

“The Greater London Authority 
has a contract with The 
Silvertown Partnership to 
develop the site and, under its 
terms, is unable to consider 
alternative proposals unless 
asked to by TSP.”
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