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The new GCSE syllabus encourages pupils to craft their 
writing in order to be imaginative and engaging. However, 
inspiring pupils to write a lively personal response can be 
a real challenge. So, how can we enthuse our young people? 
Encourage teenagers to do what they do best: complain – 
albeit in the form of a sophisticated, engaging, witty and 
highly persuasive protest worthy of a grade 9…

Build teens’ persuasive writing skills 
by letting them do what they do best

SOMETHING
TO COMPLAIN
ABOUT...

WHY  
TEACH THIS? 

By the end of term, it can 
sometimes feel like we’re 

teaching 32 argumentative, 
sarcastic, grumbling machines, 

programmed to question all 
of our instructions. Utilise your 

teenagers’ natural skill-sets 
to turn them into masters of 

persuasive writing!

MAIN ACTIVITIES

Lesson plan: ENGLISH KS4 KEY  
CURRICULUM LINKS

This lesson will primarily suit 
GCSE students but could 

be used to challenge more 
able KS3 pupils. It aims to 
develop persuasive writing 
skills with a particular focus 

on vocabulary, using language 
devices and writing with a 

sense of audience.

 
STARTER ACTIVITY 
VOCAB HOT POTATO
Remind students that it’s the choice of vocabulary 
that will set their writing apart from the pack. 
Display a mixture of dull or informal adjectives on the 
board such as ‘bad’, ‘boring’ or ‘yucky’, and challenge your 
class to improve them. Sort pupils into groups and give 
them thesauruses and a soft ball. Students pass the ball 
around quickly, as if it were a hot potato, and whilst 
holding it, must give an improved vocabulary choice for 
an adjective on the board. When they’ve run out of ideas 
for the first word, they move on to the next. Nominate 
one student in the group as a scribe to keep a record of 
their vocabulary. You may want to reward the team with 
the most adjectives. The kinaesthetic and competitive 
elements in this task are a great way to motivate 
reluctant writers. 

Take persuasive writing 
even further, with this 

FREE lesson plan for KS4: 

teachwire.net/
persuasive

This lesson is ideal as a fun 
introduction to writing from 
a viewpoint. You could 
condense the tasks into a 
standalone lesson where 
students create their own 
complaint letters. 
Alternatively, this is an 
excellent opportunity to 
develop different skill 
strands through speaking 
and listening, or embedding 
reading skills by analysing 
a persuasive text. 

1) Model success
Show students the master of 
all complaint letters: an 
anonymous critique of a 
Virgin flight (find it as a free 
download at teachwire.net/
ks4persuasivewriting). 
Not only is this is a fantastic 
example of how writing can 
really be crafted through 
vocabulary and persuasive 

devices, but its witty 
tone is highly 


