
Star, Thursday, July 12, 2018 27HSH-EO1-S2

Exemplary students got a taste of
the harsh realities of the courtroom
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Young maths mentors
make their talents
count to help others

A TRIP to Chelmsford Crown
Court provided an insight
into the realities of the
criminal justice system for 13
Year 9 students from
Passmores Academy in
Harlow earlier this month.
The students, who are all

studying GCSE Citizenship,
had the opportunity to meet
court ushers and prison
officers and were allowed to
observe live court
proceedings.
Student, Mia Ginn said:

“We watched a good
presentation on how the
legal process works, and got
to see the cells and the bus
which brings the defendants
in.
“We saw the food they are

given while staying there and
learnt about how they can
only be held there for as long
as the court proceedings are
going on.
“Also, we got to go into

four courtrooms and observe
the different cases. One of
the trials was for a stabbing –
we saw the defendant and
that was pretty shocking.

“A career as a lawyer
interests me, but it was really
good to see the other job
roles as well and get a taster
of what goes on there.”
Passmores teacher, Claire

Le Dain, who accompanied
the students said: “They
were quite shocked at how
serious and formal the
courtroom was, but they
were very mature and learnt
how to conduct themselves,
such as not entering a
courtroom when the judge is
talking.
“In fact, the students’

behaviour was outstanding –
they really were great
ambassadors for
Passmores.”

CHILDREN took charge of
lessons as the role of teacher
was handed over to the
pupils.
Maths mentors have been

appointed at Cooks Spinney
Primary Academy, in Harlow,
with responsibility for
supporting the learning of
their peers, supporting their
teachers, building a positive
ethos towards maths and
acting as role models.
Two children from each

class in Years 1 to 6 were
given the role. They stepped
into the position of teacher
and were tasked with
running a whole lesson to
the year group below them.
The mentors were

presented with badges
during assembly.
Assistant head teacher

Luke Wildig said the idea
came from a conversation
among staff on how to
challenge more able children
further.
He said: “We believe that if

children are able to explain a

concept – to teach it – they
need to have a very deep,
clear understanding on that
subject area.
“We are doing this to

encourage peer-to-peer
learning, to build confidence
among our pupils, to
challenge our more able
students and it will allow us,
the teachers, to assess the
children’s in-depth
understanding of
mathematics.
“Children did an amazing

job, they explained the
learning very clearly and
supported the children to
achieve their targets in the
lesson.”
Every lesson was taught by

pupils at the same time, with
teachers acting as their co-
educators.
The lessons were so

successful, they are going
take place every half-term.
Reading mentors may be

appointed in future to
support the progress of
reading across the school.
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