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STUDENTS across Harlow celebrated a year of outstanding
GCSE results despite the new system meaning possibly more
challenging exams.
Rather than being graded from A* to G, pupils are now
graded from 1 to 9 with the higher the number the better
the grade. The new grading system was introduced last year,
writes Charlotte Page

■ ST MARK’S WEST ESSEX
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
A NUMBER of students at St Mark’s West
Essex Catholic School exceeded their tar-
get grades despite recent, and possibly
more challenging, changes to the GCSE
e x a m i n at i o n s.

Initial results show that 85 per cent of
pupils passed the threshold in English and
75 per cent in maths.

Headteacher Elaine Heaphy said: “Fo l -
lowing on from our great A level results last
week, I am delighted that the hard work of
our Year 11 pupils and their teachers has
been rewarded with these excellent res-
u l t s.

“I am proud of every pupil in accepting
and meeting the challenges of these
e x a m s.

“Against a backdrop of change and
uncertainty, for teachers, pupils and par-
ents, we have maintained some excellent
achievements and we are delighted.

“This year, given a much tougher exam-
ination environment, our pupils have
excelled, vindicating our long-standing
commitment to a broad-based academic
cur riculum.

“Our emphasis is always on the indi-
vidual and developing them as a whole
person and our curriculum supports this,
allowing them to study the full range of
subjects, which unfortunately many
schools have discontinued.

“From this position of strength, our
pupils are now starting the next part of
their journey at our sixth form, which last
week showed great success, with 98 per
cent of our pupils heading off to uni-
ve r s i t y.

“I look forward to welcoming into our
sixth form for the new academic year this
year group of pupils, along with many new
pupils from around the town.”

Pupils who made exceptional progress
and exceeded their targets included Dayny-
us Halinauskas, Laura Tavares, Yaa
Agyirifo, Selwan Badawy, Hannah Varkey,
Kira Gallagher, Brenna Philip, Niveythi-
kaa Balandra, Matthew Barry, Evie Ridler
and Alfie Dollard.

■ BURNT MILL ACADEMY
MORE than half of Year 11 students at
Burnt Mill Academy achieved the new
grade 5, considered a strong pass nation-
ally, in both English and maths.

Similarly in English, maths and science,
51 per cent of students received grade 9 – an
achievement only reached by 0.2 per cent of
students nationally.

Top scores of grades 9 to 7 were achieved
by 16 per cent of students in English lan-
guage, 23 per cent in English literature, 25
per cent in maths, 24 per cent in biology, 16
per cent in chemistry and 14 per cent in
p hy s i c s.

The results show that daily revision
clubs, Saturday school, as well as students
studying in their spare time is all worth-
wh i l e.

High achievers included Eve Short, 16,
from Harlow, who received six grade 9s,
including in English language, maths and
all three sciences. The rest of her results
were grade 8s.

She is going to Herts and Essex High
School to study A-level psychology, biology
and English literature.

Eve said: “I was not expecting that. I am
happy; I did not expect to get 9s. I can’t
believe it. One 9 would have been good!

“I have come to all of the after-school
clubs for revision.”

Katy Thomas, 16, from Harlow, got grade
9s in all subjects and also said it was

unexpected.
She said: “I was not expecting

grade 9s at all. I was hoping for a 9
in maths, but was expecting a 7 or
8.

“It has been a bit of both my
effort and the school’s which has
got me these results. I revised a
lot.

“I feel amazing; this is so
good.”

Katy will now go on to study
maths, chemistry and biology at
Bishop’s Stortford High School.

Also off to Bishop’s Stortford
High School is 16-year-old Owen
Stringer, 16, from Harlow, who
achieved either a grade 9 or 8 in
all subjects.

He will now study drama, bio-
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logy and maths.
He said: “I am really happy. I

was not expecting an 8 in English,
so I’m really glad about that and I
c a n’t believe I got a 9 in biology.
You just do not expect to get a 9.

“The school has played a
massive part in this because of all
of their support.

“That has definitely helped,
especially the final push before
the exams.

“If we had been allowed to coast
along, we would not have done so
we l l . ”

Head of school Laura
McGlashan said: “I would like to

thank all of our students, staff and
parents for their hard work and
continued support.

“The staff at Burnt Mill are
dedicated and passionate and go
above and beyond and our stu-
dents’ hard work and commit-
ment to their studies is testament
to their success.

“I am immensely proud of the
students and their achieve-
m e n t s. ”

■ SIR CHARLES
KAO UTC
Sir Charles Kao UTC students

were the last cohort to collect
their results before the facility
closes and reopens in September
as Burnt Mill STEM Academy.

Half the students achieved the
national standard of grade 9 to 4 in
English and maths.

In maths, 70 per cent of students
scored a grade 4 or above, while 53
per cent achieved the same in
English.

Head of the school Lisa Tooley
said: “Having begun working
with Year 11 students towards the
end of their time at secondary
school, we have worked hard to
encourage them to strive for the

very best. Today’s results show
our work has already started to
have an impact in just a tiny
amount of time.

“With our brand-new school
launching in September, with a
new cohort of Year 10 students, we
are even more excited to see what
wonderful things we can achieve
to gether.”

When the school relaunches
under the Burnt Mill Multi-
Academy Trust it will focus on
preparing young people from the
age of 14 in Year 10 for carers in
industries showing a skills short-
age in Harlow.

Plenty of smiles and hugs at St Marks on GCSE results day

Pictured above and below: Top
performers at Burnt Mill Academy
celebrate their GCSE results

Congratulations to a St Mark’s student

curriculum to win acclaim from head teachers


