
8 Observer, Thursday, August 30, 2018 BIH-EO1-S2

■ Hockerill Anglo-European College
STUDENTS at Hockerill Anglo-European College
achieved some of the highest grades possible under
the new system. Three of their pupils finished with
straight grade 9s across the board, three of only 732
n at i o n a l ly.

Sophie Hanney, Dominic Tachell, and Aneshka
Moudry were the three students who achieved
straight grade 9s, while Max O’dare Balestra, Anna
Box, Sophie Brixton, Charliue Brunt, Zara Byng,
Cecilia Catmur, Dewi Chappel, Felicity Henry, Han-
nah Manderson, Amber Mays, Eleanor Milton,
Amber Pearson, Timofey Popov, and Carson Sui all
fnished with seven A*s or grade 9/8 grades.

Principal Richard Markham said: “Once again, I
am delighted to report that Hockerill students have
performed well above national averages and have
received results which they should be exceptionally proud of. GCSE success requires a huge amount of

effort, perseverance and determination and I am
overjoyed with the phenomenal performance of the
cohort, and want to congratulate them and thank
the staff who worked with them to achieve this
s t a n d a rd . ”

Sarah Pearson, vice principal (curriculum) said:
“Maintaining such outstanding GCSE and IB Dip-
loma results requires a commitment to excellence
from the whole Hockerill community and our con-
gratulations go to the staff, parents and most of all
the students.

“These results are the culmination of five years of
the broad and balanced education we offer at Hock-
erill.”

■ St Mary’s Catholic School
ST MARY’s Catholic School was also celebrating
after GCSE results, with one student achieving
straight grade 9s across the board.

Overall the results were some of the best in the
s ch o o l ’s 122 year history. One standout student,
Matthew Parkin, gained an incredible nine grade 9s
and an A*.

Head teacher Andrew Celano said: “To break
school records in consecutive years at A-level and
GCSE reflects the dedication and talent of our
students, underpinned by huge support from our
parents and the wider community.

“Success is measured in many ways; we value the
full development of all at St Mary’s but there is no
doubt that these academic results are a highly
important indicator of excellence.

“In addition, I would like to single out and praise
the skill of our amazing teaching and support staff.

“I am sure pupils and parents would be the first to
acknowledge the support and skills of the teaching
and support team here.

“With £5.1 million invested in new school build-
ings – brand new science labs now fully operational
and ten new classrooms being opened from Septem-
ber – we are determined to maintain and improve
the opportunities for students.”

■ Saffron Walden County High School
STAFF and students at Saffron Walden County High
School (SWCHS) again celebrated excellent GCSE
results, with 38 per cent of grades being the equi-
valent of grade A, the new grade 7. At least 83
students gained at least seven grades at this level.

Overall, there were 248 grade 9s given to students
at the school, with nine per cent of entries getting

the highest possible grade. The top student was
William Oliver, who received ten grade 9s, and there
were at least eight grade 9s, including Harry Cooke,
Jessica Hancock and Verity Sweeting.

Head teacher Caroline Derbyshire said: “T hese
are brilliant results. We are so proud of our students
who rose to the challenge of these new GCSEs.

“Teachers have worked incredibly hard to prepare
the students for these exams and we are thrilled that
this has resulted in such an excellent set of out-
comes. The great partnership between home and
school has supported the students through the chal-
lenge of the tougher Year 11.

“These exceptional results are therefore a tre-
mendous team effort with the young people at the
heart of it.”

■ Forest Hall School
AT the Forest Hall School in Stansted, results con-
tinued to improve year on year, with 74 per cent of
students getting 9 to 4 grades English literature or

language and 60 per cent scoring 9 to 4 grades in
m at h s.

In particular, students Lottie Whitmell, Kelly
Banks, Jake Mullens, Nina Constantino and William
Chapman all achieved excellent grades.

Head of school Hannah Jones said: “I could burst
with pride and joy for our exceptional students and
their wonderful results.

“I am delighted that for the fourth year in a row
GCSE results at Forest Hall School have improved.

“Each year, our students step up to the challenge
and achieve fantastic results. I want to take a
moment to applaud all our exceptional students,
their teachers and their parents/carers for this
amazing achievement.

“These exceptional results reinforce the ethos of
our school. Our students work hard, have high
expectations and aspire to achieve their highest
potential.

“We believe that every student can achieve and be
exceptional. The additional time staff have spent
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from the area are up
to new test challenge
Students and staff across Bishop’s
Stortford, Sawbridgeworth and
Uttlesford, have been celebrating
their first GCSE results under a
new system. HUW WALES reports
continues his round-up of how
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with the students in preparation for their exam-
inations is evident in the great results.

“It is now time for our exceptional class of 2018 to
leave us and follow their dreams. Good luck and
remember, aim for the exceptional!”

■ Joyce Frankland Academy
JOYCE Frankland Academy, in Newport, celebrated
an impressive set of exam results, with some stu-
dents achieving some of the best marks possible.

Santine Alexander and Tome Clarke both
achieved eight grades between 7 and 9, while Eliza-
beth Kesteron finished with grade 9s in English
language, English literature and history.

Rounding off the top performers was Jamie Carr,
who achieved 9 GCSEs at grades 7-9.

Outgoing principal, Gordon Farquhar, said: “It is
excellent to see so many of our Year 11 students
achieving such great success.

“As I have said many times, this year group is the
one that I started my time at Newport with and I am

Students compare
results at
Hockerill Anglo-
European College

Hockerill Anglo-European College principal Richard Markham with students Dominic Tatchell,
Aneshka Moudry and Sophie Hanney who achieved grade 9s in every GCSE they took

Two students at the Joyce Frankland Academy with their GCSE results

Students with their GCSE results at St Mary’s
Catholic School

thrilled with the way in which they have embraced
the challenges of the new curriculum.

“I would also thank all the staff for their con-
tribution and dedication to this year group’s great
s u c c e s s. ’

thousands of the region’s anxious teenagers as teachers look on ner vously
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Visit  newmarketholidays.co.uk/hem Call  0330 160 7723 QUOTE

 HEM 
These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812 . Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. 
Standard phone charges.

Christmas 

The magic of Christmas-past

Experience all the magic of Christmas-past as you join us 
on a wonderful festive break that has as its highlight the 
opportunity to step back in time at the award-winning 
Beamish Open Air Museum.

A visit with entrance to Beamish Open Air Museum
A visit to York Christmas Festival
Two nights’ three-star standard dinner, bed and buffet 
breakfast hotel accommodation in the North East area

A festive alpine paradise

There’s nowhere quite like the alpine paradise of Austria.

A visit to the Salzburg Christkindlmarkt with guided tour
A Christmas Day tour of the Salzkammergut Lakes region
Three-course dinners on Christmas Eve and Boxing Day
Two-course Christmas Day lunch
Four-course Christmas Day turkey dinner by candlelight
Two nights’ en route bed and breakfast accommodation
Four nights’ half-board hotel accommodation


