
12 dunmowbroadcast.co.uk

NEWS

Thursday, August 9, 2018

A school matron, known 
fondly as Madge, has won 
a national award.

Margaret Baverstock, 
matron at Felsted School 
for 33 years, has received 
the British Boarding 
School’s Association 
Stephen Winkley Boarding 
Achievement Award for 
her long and dedicated 
service.

She was presented with 
the award by best-selling 
author Jojo Moyes, author 
of  Me Before You, which 
was made into a Hollywood 
Film.

Madge has worked in the 

boys’ boarding houses 
Deacon’s and Gepp’s, and 
has been recognised as 
having made a huge 
difference to the daily life 
of  more than 1,300 boys in 
her care.

The judges said she was 
the “epitome of  great 
matron-ship, compassion, 
humour, and a legacy of  
care”. 

Charlie Knightley, 
housemaster of  Deacon’s 
House, said: “The affection 
shown by boys over many 
generations is testament to 
her compassionate, 
non-judgemental attitude, 
forgiveness and humour.”

Matron Margaret Baverstock received her award from author Jojo Moyes.  
                       Picture: TOM SOPER

Award for matron

Pupils tried their hands at a team swing.  Picture: CONTRIBUTED

Year 7 and 8 students from 
Forest Hall School, in 
Stansted, took part in seven 
outdoor adventure activities 
such as caving and climbing 
during a trip to Essex 
Outdoors, in Mersea.

The children also tried their 
hands on a zipwire and did a 
team swing.

Ruby McSweeney, a Year 7 
student said: “The team swing 
was my favourite part. You 
had to rely on your team as 
they had to pull a rope to get 
you up high and then you and 
your partner had to pull 
another rope to release the 
swing.

“I was really scared to start 
with, but everyone was 
cheering us on. I got over my 
fear of  heights as I got so 
much encouragement to do it. 
The caving was scary, too, as it 
was pitch black down there.”

The three-day trip saw 
students sleep in tents, many 
away from home for the first 
time.
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