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Focus on innovation, development
and experience as uni appoints C EO

Academy students test
entrepreneurial skills
against other sc h o o l s

YOUR EDUCATION NEWS

YEAR 7 and 8 students at
New Rickstones Academy, in
Witham, took part in the
7billionideas project and
competed against fellow
Academies Enterprise Trust
schools.

The international scheme
aims to inspire students and
teachers to think big and
dream big about the
possibility of their ideas
and to unlock the
entrepreneurial DNA in
every child.

Students worked on their
ideas in groups before giving
a presentation in an attempt
to go forward and compete
with other schools.

Craig Ewing, head of Year
7, said: “This was a fantastic
opportunity for our Year 7

and 8 students to create and
develop a world-changing
idea.

“They were given the
whole day to not only create
their product, but also to
create an advertisement
which they needed to
present to the year group.

“The winning group
from Year 7 produced a key
lock to ensure property
safety.

“This included an app
which sent a one-off code to
unlock the property which
reset after an hour.

“The winning product in
Year 8 was a printer which
cleaned paper, giving the
opportunity to recycle
products and, therefore, save
trees.”

Students worked on their ideas in groups before giving a presentation in an attempt to go forward and compete with other
sc h o o l s

ANGLIA Ruskin University
has appointed a new chief
operating officer to lead on
student experience,
corporate development and
innovation.

James Rolfe will join Anglia
Ruskin from his current role
as executive director of
resources at the London
Borough of Enfield.

In this role, James is the
council’s chief finance
officer, leads the council’s
transformation programmes,
and also leads the
council’s customer service,
leisure, culture and libraries
teams.

James is also managing
director of Housing Gateway
Limited – Enfield’s
innovative housing company
– and leads on Enfield’s

entrepreneurial, commercial
and procurement activity for
Enfield’s trading entities.

Before joining Enfield,
James worked in adult
social services at a major
county council, and spent
16 years in the civil service,
including ten in Whitehall.

He has an MBA from
Cranfield University, and is a
qualified accountant.

James, who will commence
his new role at Anglia Ruskin
in October, said: “I am
delighted to have been
appointed to this important
role at Anglia Ruskin
University.

“This is an exciting time
for everyone at Anglia
Ruskin, with a new School of
Medicine due to open in
September.

“I look forward to working
with colleagues on ensuring
students have a great
experience at the university,
continuing the university’s
strong track record on
innovation – which I know is
something that Anglia
Ruskin prides itself on –
providing excellent
strategies to help the
university meet its aims, and
working with partners across
the public and private
sectors.”

Professor Iain Martin,
vice-chancellor of Anglia
Ruskin University, said:
“James’ extensive portfolio of
experience will complement
the strengths of the
leadership team and I am
delighted to welcome him to
Anglia Ruskin.”

James Rolfe is set to take up his new role

EMAIL YOUR
NEWS TO US AT

CO M M U N I T Y N E WS
@ ESS E X

C H RO N I C L E
.CO.U K

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE YOUR
STUDENT OR SCHOOL NEWS HERE?
■ Every week, we’ll be sharing your education news with our readers. School
events, performances and news. Student achievements and so much more!
■ We are even looking for Teachers and Students to share your views in our
columns section. Email us your news and photos!


