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School wins national
award and praise for
science depar tment’s
dedication to subject

YOUR EDUCATION NEWS

Youngsters get creative
with writers in inspiring
online literary project
STUDENTS are helping
professional authors to write
books as a way of inspiring
their own literacy.

New Rickstones Academy,
in Witham, has signed up to
Fiction Express, a book
platform which encourages
reading for pleasure through
the fun co-creation of
stories.

Every half-term, three
books are published online
in weekly chapters.

What happens in the
stories is up to the readers
who vote on where the plot
goes next before the author
picks the most popular

choice and writes the next
pages.

Year eight students are
being inspired to read
because it will result in them
having an impact on what is
written and published next.

Librarian Sheena Howell
said: “We are using Fiction
Express as a way of engaging
those who are not interested
in reading.

“Only one chapter is
written at a time. We will
read that in an after-school
club and answer questions to
measure their
comprehension.

“It will get them excited to

read the next chapter to see
if their idea was successful.

“I am really quite excited
about this.”

The school has been given
a £1,000 year-long
subscription to the initiative
as part of its involvement
with Essex Book Awards.

The school was awarded
for its efforts to bring
students’ attention to one of
the books in the scheme –
Troublemakers by Catherine
Barter – by filling the library
with toilet roll and urging
peers to go to the reading
ambassadors to find out
more.

FELSTED School has been
awarded the prestigious
Science, Technology
Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) Silver
Science Mark in recognition
of the excellent work
undertaken by the science
department.

Science Mark was created
by STEM Learning to
recognise and celebrate best
practice in science
departments across the UK,
setting a standard that only
around 15% of secondary
schools are expected to
meet.

The accolade was awarded
to Felsted for delivering
inspiring lessons for students
and demonstrating their
science department’s
commitment to high-quality
education.

In particular, a strong
vision as a department
which is embraced by both
students and staff, combined
with great student progress
in examinations and a
growing trend in those going
on to study science related
subjects in further
education.

Adam Little, Professional
Development Leader at

STEM Learning, commented;
“We are delighted to
congratulate Felsted School
on receiving the Silver
Science Mark.

This is such a prestigious
achievement because the
assessment process is so
rigorous, ensuring the
programme is a true
hallmark of quality science
teaching.

Felsted has demonstrated
a real and ongoing
commitment to excellent
science education in their
school.”

Felsted’s Head of Science,
Mrs Heather Mollison
comments; “I am very proud
to have received this award
on behalf of my whole
department, in recognition
of their hard work in all
areas, including teaching
and learning, curriculum
delivery and leadership, as
well as taking into
consideration the pastoral
needs of students.”

Felsted Science
Department, made up of 16
dedicated and qualified staff,
is committed not just to
quality science teaching but
also extra-curricular
learning.

Many are involved with
activities such as sport or
CCF outside of the classroom
as well as extra-curricular
and outreach projects,
including STEM awards.
Felsted also recently hosted
its own Women in Science
Day, inspiring young girls
from local schools to aspire
to science related studies
and careers in the future.”

Felsted has a number of
high calibre former
Felstedians working in the
science industries, including
Professor of Molecular and
Cell Biology, Dr Tony
Hunter, who recently won
the International Award for
cancer research after
discovering a protein that
targets the growth of cancer
cells.

Felsted offers an annual
scholarship in his honour
which is awarded to pupils
showing exceptional talent in
Science and whose
aspiration is to study these
subjects at the highest level
at University and beyond.
More information on this
scholarship can be found at
https://www.felsted.org/
admissions/scholarships-
bursaries.

Fiction Express is a book platform which encourages reading for pleasure

Felsted awarded prestigious science prize for a strong departmental vision embraced by
students and staff


