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U n i ve rs i ty
and Rotary
sign up to
par tnership
a g re e m e nt

YOUR EDUCATION NEWS

Ambassadors making a stand for road safety

ANGLIA Ruskin University
and Chelmsford Rivermead
Rotary have signed a
partnership agreement
which will benefit the local
community as well as Anglia
Ruskin students.

The Memorandum of
Understanding makes Anglia
Ruskin facilities available to
the club and other Rotary
clubs in the county, and will
give students the
opportunity to volunteer for
charity events run by
Rotarians. Anglia Ruskin will
also assist with the
organisation of these events
if necessary.

Links to the Rotary

Namucha Community
School project, in Kenya, will
also be explored, with the
project potentially being able
to tap in to the expertise in
health, social care, education
and arts offered by Anglia
Ruskin.

The agreement will last for
five years and was signed on
July 18.

Professor Iain Martin, Vice
Chancellor of Anglia Ruskin
University, said: “Chelmsford
Rivermead Rotary, and
indeed Rotarians all over
Essex, are at the heart of
their respective communities,
putting on a wide-range of
charitable events.

“At Anglia Ruskin, we are
not only proud to be part of
our local community but
keenly aware of our
responsibility towards it, and
as such I am delighted that
we can help where we can.

“This agreement will see
us working closer with
Chelmsford Rivermead
Rotary and will help them
achieve their aims.”

Tony Stringer, president of
Chelmsford Rivermead

Rotary, said: “This
Memorandum of
Understanding is very
important to us. We are both
part of the community so in
working together, we have a
lot of strength.

“We have resources in
terms of people who can
organise things, make
connections and find
suitable charities, so this
agreement is to our mutual
benefit.”

WITH the long summer
break just around the corner,
students have been learning
how to keep safe.

Essex Fire and Rescue
Service visited Maltings
Academy, in Witham, to talk
to Year 7 to 10 about looking
after themselves in various
situations.

They were advised on
keeping safe in the home by
not leaving ovens on or
letting chargers overheat, as
well as keeping safe outdoors

if swimming with friends or
while crossing the road.

Jonathan Graham, head of
life skills, said the talk was
important as students often
get more independence over
the school holidays.

He said: “They should be
aware of every day dangers
like swimming in rivers or
riding their bikes without
helmets.

“After this safety talk, I
hope they will think twice
before making decisions.”

CHILDREN are working to
ensure their classmates stay
safe on the road.

Year 7 students at New
Rickstones Academy, in
Witham, have signed up as
road safety ambassadors.

Each year group at the
school takes responsibility
for an area of safety,
including fire, anti-bullying
and wellbeing ambassadors.

The aim of the scheme is
for students to receive
training on their topic and
share advice and guidance
with their peers to help to
keep everyone safe in various
scenarios.

Liz McPartlin, pastoral co-
ordinator, said: “We are
working with Essex County
Safer Essex Partnership who
we meet with a couple of
times each half-term.

“The road safety
ambassadors are looking at
ways to create engagement
with road safety, with some
looking at resources to share
with our local primary
schools and others creating
posters to go up around New
Rickstones.

“The ambassadors scheme

is about teaching students
about safety and raising
awareness of the facts and
statistics. Each month, they

receive leaflets giving them
figures for the month. It is
making them more responsible
by sharing that information

with their peers.”
The 12 road safety

ambassadors wear badges to
identify their role in school.

Fire service warns of
keeping safe outdoors

Year 7 students at New Rickstones Academy, in Witham, have signed up as road sa fety
a m ba ssa d o rs
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School opens new chapter with help
from MP’s Get Witham Reading day
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Record number of Sixth Form students applying for university places
MORE students than ever are
applying to study at
university from Witham
Sixth Form.

Year 12 students spent a
day preparing their
applications for university,

with the help of Anglia
Ruskin University. The UCAS
day also gave the sixth form
students an opportunity to
look at high level
apprenticeship pathways, as
well as developing their CVs.

Debbie Kershaw, director
of Witham Sixth Form, said:
“We are looking at a record
number of students applying
for university places this
year. About 50 per cent of
our students are making

applications which is the
highest it has ever been.

“The rise in numbers is
because we are breaking
down that fear of student
finance by giving them the
facts and outlining their

options. Anglia Ruskin gave a
talk on student finance,
which made students feel
more at ease with the cost.

“Also, the work we are
doing to raise aspirations
and increase opportunities is

bringing about this change.
“We are in one of the

lowest areas for the number
of university applications, so
the fact we are increasing
those numbers is a really
positive thing.”

STUDENTS indulged in a
spot of reading as they
joined a literacy project.

It is the first time New
Rickstones Academy has
taken part in MP Priti Patel’s
Get Witham Reading day.

Year 7, 8 and 9 students
got involved in the event
which is aimed at improving
literacy levels across Witham.

As part of the initiative,
students at New Rickstones
took part in:

■ A sponsored read, with
more than £530 split
between the Read for Good
charity and books for the
school library.
■ A book swap, where they
took their 100 unwanted

books into school to swap
for ones they were keen to
take home and read.
■ Fun reading activities in
English lessons, such as
reading instructions on how
to make origami.

■ Reading comics and
magazines during tutor time
to highlight reading material
comes in various formats.

Librarian Sheena Howell
said: “Get Witham Reading is
a great way of raising the

profile of reading and the
positive effects it can have.”

Students took part in MP Priti Patel’s Get Witham Reading day


