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Standards are
‘rising quickly’
at Academy
say inspectors

YOUR EDUCATION NEWS

Students help to choose winner of prestigious book prize

NEW Rickstones Academy
has been confirmed once
again as a ‘Good’ school.
Ofsted inspectors spent

two days at the school in
Witham in May and their full
findings have just been
published.
The school was given a

Good rating for all aspects of
the school, including overall
effectiveness; effectiveness of
leadership and management;
quality of teaching, learning
and assessment; personal
development, behaviour and
welfare; outcomes for pupils;
and 16 to 19 study
programmes.
The school was also

graded as Good at its last
inspection in January 2015,
but the inspection team
praised the further
improvements which have
been made since then.
The report highlighted the

“significant improvements”
to the quality of teaching
and learning and stated
students are making good

progress and that standards
are “rising quickly”.
The Ofsted report also

notes –
Pupils’ behaviour is good

because all leaders and staff
have taken effective steps to
set and maintain higher
expectations. Consequently,
there has been a reduction in
exclusions.
Attendance has improved

because leaders and staff
have taken effective action to
reduce persistent absence.
Leaders demonstrate an

accurate understanding of
the school’s strengths and
priorities for development.
Staff fully support their drive
for improvement.
Teaching is good.

Teachers’ subject knowledge
allows them to plan
challenging work that
supports the learning of
pupils of different abilities.
In addition, inspectors

commented on the fact that
parents are carers are
supportive of the improve-

ments leaders have made
and that the number of
students attending the
school are also “rising
quickly”.
Head of the Academy,

Damian Lee, said: “While an
inspection gives a snapshot
of a school, this positive
Ofsted report gives us the
platform to progress even
further.
“We are now full in

September’s Year 7 cohort,
results are improving rapidly
and there is a real buzz
around the town for New
Rickstones Academy.
“I’m really proud to have

such a dedicated set of
students and staff who have
worked extremely hard over
the time I have been here.
They should be really proud
of what they have achieved
and is shown in this Ofsted

inspection, as am I.”
Julian Drinkall, CEO of

Academies Enterprise Trust,
said: “Today’s report is very
welcome news and is
testament to the hard work
and commitment of Mr Lee
and his team.
“Our focus now, though, is

to drive further
improvements, so that the
next time Ofsted visit us,
New Rickstones is

recognised as an
Outstanding school.
“We will continue to strive

for even better, so New
Rickstones becomes one of
the very best schools in the
area.”
The school was given one

suggestion for improvement
– “to improve the quality of
teaching so pupils reach the
highest standards expected
for their different ages”.

MOULSHAM High School
students have been selected
to help decide the winner of
the prestigious Royal Society
Young People’s Book Prize
2018. The Prize celebrates
the best books that
communicate science to
young people in an
accessible, creative way.
Moulsham High School

joins over 300 other schools,
clubs and youth groups
specially selected from
across the UK to choose the
winner of the 2018 prize.
The shortlist of six books

was picked by a panel of
adult judges led by 2018
Chair, Professor Yadvinder
Malhi FRS, an Ecosystem
Ecologist from Oxford
University.
He was joined by Dr

Martin How, a Royal Society
Research Fellow at
University of Bristol; Alison
Price, Head of Science at St
Faiths school in Cambridge,
Nicola Davies, author and
previously shortlisted for the
Prize and Jo Marchant,

science writer and former
Royal Society Insight
Investment Science Book
Prize shortlisted author.
The six books were

unveiled earlier this month,
so now it’s the turn of young
readers from across the
country to get judging and
choose the winner, to be
announced in November
2018.
Mrs Hales, one of the

librarians at Moulsham High
School, said: “The shortlisted
books are fabulous! They are
a colourful mix of science
topics which are sure to
interest students at
Moulsham High School.
“I can’t wait to hear the

opinions of our student
judging panel!”
Henrietta, a Year 7

student, added: “I am really
excited to be judging the
competition.
“Women in Science really

caught my eye as most
people don’t realise what
women have done for the
world.”

Harriet, also a Year 7
student, said: “One of the
books that drew my
attention the most was
Optical Illusions. It is fun,
eye-popping and I would
enjoy reading it.
“The other books are very

colourful too!”
Chair of the 2018 judges,

Professor Yadvinder Malhi
FRS, explained: “The process
of shortlisting the books was
fascinating.
“It was wonderful to see

the range of new children’s
science books coming out,
and I enlisted the help of a
neighbour and about 10
children, marshalled by my
12-year-old daughter, in
whittling down my personal
list of favourites.
“The books that really

stood out for me were those
that tried something
different, that engaged the
reader in a different way or
presented the science on a
topic that is rarely engaged
with in children’s science
books.” The shortlist of six books was picked by a panel of adult judges

New Rickstones Academy has been
confirmed once again as a Good school


