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THE Felsted School U14
boys’ hockey team have been
crowned East Regional
Champions and are through
to the National Finals at Lee
Valley Olympic Park.
The boys’ started their

week with the rescheduled
East Preliminary round,
winning all three of their
matches and conceding no
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goals against Framlingham
(4-0), Haberdashers (3-0)
and Gresham’s (3-0).
The boys progressed to the

East finals day, where a win
over The Perse (3-0) put
them in a strong position
going into their final game
against Norwich. The boys
fought hard and despite
Norwich levelling the score

on two occasions, Felsted
held their nerve to claim a 3-
2 win.
They will now proceed to

the U14 National Finals at
Lee Valley Olympic Park on
April 23.
Felsted U14 boys’ hockey

coach, Mr Nick Phillips said:
“The boys have impressed
throughout the competition

so far and their effort and
attitude can't be faulted.
“They have remained calm

at pivotal moments in the
close games and have been
rewarded for their efforts.
“This is an achievement

they should be very proud of
and I hope they relish the
opportunity to compete at a
national level.”

Felsted U14 hockey players in national finals

Felsted U14 boys

A TEENAGER is preparing to
publish his first book – while
studying for his GCSEs.
Sean Smith, 16, is editing

his fantasy novel in between
working on his revision in
the hope of becoming a
published author.
The Year 11 student at

New Rickstones Academy, in
Witham, began writing The
Family Box in September
2016.
The fantasy – inspired by

his love of stories such as
Game of Thrones – is the
story of a character which is
half human, half elf which is
looking to take its parents to
a far away place while
battling mental health issues.
Sean, who originally

handwrote the 760-page
story, said the story is a
unique one of self-discovery.
He said: “I have always

liked fantasy stories, but it
occurred to me I would like
to come up with something
original, rather than the
classic tale of saving a
princess.
“The Family Box is a more

real and modern approach,
but still with those fantasy
elements.”
On this year’s World Book

Day, Year 7 students at New
Rickstones were given the
first three chapters of the
book to read.
Sean said: “I wrote the first

bit of the book and then
stopped to develop the next
stage of the story. From then,
I wrote a page every day
until it was completed.
“I am now going through it

once more editing it, before I
look to see if I can get it
published. My English
teacher has read each
chapter as I have written it
and a few friends have read
parts, too. The feedback has
been positive so far,
particularly about the tone
and feel.
“I have written about five

stories, so am hoping one of
them is published. I want to
bring out a new tone to how
fantasy is approached. A lot
that I have read have the
same theme – the character
goes to a place and rescues
someone. My book is far
more convoluted; that’s the
point as I think originality is
the best thing with
storytelling. When I wrote
the first page, I loved it; I like
everything about it, so I
thought why not develop it
from there.
“I have had a passion for

writing since I was five and it
has grown from there.”
English teacher Lesley

Baker, who has mentored
Sean’s book-writing process,
said: “Sean is a glorious
young man. He is
hardworking and incredibly
talented. He wrote his novel
The Family Box whilst in
Year 10
“The novel has moments

of beauty in it. His fight
scenes are described with
such reality and clarity they
are astonishing. Sean will
definitely be an author.

“He also writes short
stories. He writes most days
as this is his passion and
with every piece he
improves. He changes his

style and genre to expand his
knowledge of different types
of writing. Sean is
extraordinary and I am sure
he will be successful.”

Sean Smith is preparing to publish his first book

Year 7 students were given the first three chapters to read

A POPULAR secondary
school is once again
oversubscribed for next year.
Maltings Academy, in

Witham, has had a waiting
list of students keen to enrol
at the school for several
years. This year, a total of
238 students have applied
for the 180 places for next
year’s Year 7 intake as their
first-choice option. Those
figures are a jump up from
last year when 206
applications were received.
100 students put Maltings as
their second-choice school,
also up on last year.
Emma Baker, head of

academy, said: “These
figures are absolutely
fantastic and are a credit to
the staff and students who
make Maltings the number
one school for Witham. Our
students are very good
ambassadors around the
town. Pupils from the local
primary schools spend a lot
of time with us at Maltings
and get to see the culture
and ethos and that it is a safe

and happy place to be.
“There are also lots more

opportunities for the
community to come into
school to see what we do
here. They are hearing about
our fantastic work in STEM
(science, technology,
engineering and maths),
after school clubs, careers
pathways and our strong
teaching and learning.”
Year 11 students at the

Academy spent the Easter
break attending up to 25
revision sessions. Teachers
gave up their free time to
tutor students in an effort to
get the very best marks in
this summer’s exams.
The first exam takes place

on April 26.
Daren White, curriculum

lead, said: “A lot of these
revision sessions are taught
in a alternative way, which
gives an opportunity to try
new techniques for revision.
“It is a more grown-up

environment because
everyone is here because
they choose to be.”

Keen to study hard at
popular senior school


