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dominantly on traditional instru-
ments, the school was keen to find 
new ways of reaching those young 
people who might only have an 
interest in modern music genres.

Having introduced rap lessons 
earlier this year, the school is now 

working with Future DJs to entice 
more students to take up music.

The school has seen the number 
of students taking music as an 
option at GCSE double in the last 
year.

Cristin Casey, director of perform-

ing arts, said: “This is about giving 
more opportunities for students to 
access creative subjects and GCSEs 
through different avenues.

“Music-making is not just about 
playing a traditional instrument like 
the clarinet any more, it is engaging 

in technology and using that as an 
avenue to perform.

“Our numbers have grown 
because we have built music tech-
nology into the curriculum and, 
using rap and DJing, brought our 
music offer into the 21st century.”

Year 7 and 8 took part in a taster 
session with Future DJs and got the 
opportunity to perform on stage in 
front of their peers.

As a result, 250 students – half of 
Key Stage 3 - have applied for fur-
ther information to take part in fur-
ther DJ sessions using the school’s 
Ableton Push music-making equip-
ment and others by companies such 
as Pioneer.

Mrs Casey, who has been building 
the school’s resources for this kind 
of lesson for some time, said: “We 
have partnered up with Ableton and 
VIP Studios through Essex Music 
Education Hub led by Essex County 
Council, which makes music-mak-
ing equipment available to schools. 
Using the Push, students can com-
pose, create and perform their own 
music which previously would be a 
barrier to new music-making in the 
classroom.”

DJing has been 
added to the 
school’s 
curriculum

BUrnT Mill Academy, in Harlow, 
prides itself on offering its students 
– often from deprived backgrounds 
– opportunities to learn to play 
musical instruments and to perform 
to live audiences.

With music lessons focusing pre-

Making music ‘is not just  about 
playing  a traditional instrument’

Bring Your Teddy 
to School Day at 
Kiddi Caru

Children at nursery enjoy 
bringing in teddy bears
WeDneSDaY was the day the teddy 
bears had their picnic, when the 
children and staff at the Kiddi Caru 
day nursery in Harlow celebrated 
Bring Your Teddy Bear To School 
Day.

everyone brought their favourite 
teddies in from home and introduced 
them to their friends.

The nursery’s chef prepared a 
special picnic tea, so they could have 
their afternoon tea with their 
beloved teddy bears. 

Throughout the day the children 
also baked teddy bear biscuits, 

played pin the tail on the bear and 
went on a bear hunt around the 
nursery’s garden.

Louise Farrow, nursery manager, 
said: “The children all have their 
favourite cuddly toys and they loved 
being able to bring them to nursery 
for the day. 

“They had a lovely time at the 
picnic and I think their teddies 
enjoyed it too.”

For further information about Kiddi 
Caru  visit  www.kiddicaru.com, see 
Facebook - www.facebook.com/
Kiddicaru, or call on 01279 626111.
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