
Wiring caused fire
FLAMES coursed through a 
derelict home. 
Crews from three stations 
were called to Albion Hill, 
Loughton at 10.41pm on 
November 11. 
They found the first floor 
of a run-down property 
completely smoke logged.
The fire fighters put the blaze 
out by 11.32pm.
It was largely contained to the 
room it started in, but also 
affected the top floor and a 
small area of the roof.
An investigation found that 
the fire was caused by faulty 
wiring.

Thieves bolt door
A PENSIONER was locked out 
of her house by burglars. 
Raiders forced their way into 
a home on Maple Gate in 
Loughton between 2.45pm 
and 10pm on Friday.
They ransacked the flat, stole 
jewellery and bolted the front 
door before fleeing. 
When the 76 year-old home 
owner returned, she was 
unable to get back in until a 
neighbour knocked down the 
door. 
Witnesses are asked to 
contact 101.

Lights switch-on
CHRISTMAS lights will be 
switched on in a ceremony 
dedicated to lost loved ones. 
The annual ‘Light up a Life’ 
ceremony at Kings Green, 
Loughton is a joint venture 
between the town council 
and St Clare Hospice. 
Townsfolk are invited to come 
together to remember and 
celebrate the life of someone 
close and dedicate a symbolic 
light in their memory.
The Christmas lights on 
the large tree by the war 
memorial will be switched 
on at 4.30pm on December 
1 at the Loughton Methodist 
Church in the High Road, 
with a torch-lit procession 
heading towards Kings Green 
at 4.45pm.

By Milo Boyd

A GANG of  fraudsters in-
cluding former Towie star 
Michael Hassini have been 
sentenced.

In 2015 Essex Police 
launched an investigation 
into an investment fraud that 
saw victims pump money 
into fake companies involved 
with the diamond and finan-
cial trading industries.

Investors were cold called 
by people working for Bridge-
water Associates Ltd and 
RSD Assets Ltd, who used an 
established company’s name 
and logo to give them an air 
of  authenticity. 

The cash soon disappeared, 
costing 28 victims between 
£400,000 and £450,000.

At Basildon Crown Court 
on Wednesday the last of  

12 people, Tim Radford-Ma-
thurin, 31, pleaded guilty to 
his part in converting crimi-
nal property.

The broker, of  Pyms Road, 
Chelmsford is due to be sen-
tenced on December 13.

He follows Towie’s Michael 
Hassini, 24, of  Danes Way, 
Pilgrims Hatch, who previ-

ously received a 15-month 
suspended sentence and 200 
hours unpaid work for mon-
ey laundering.

The personal trainer last 
appeared on the show in Sep-
tember, having previously 
been suspended for drug pos-
session and drink driving. 

Christopher Kirk, 26, a 

KILLED BY KINDNESS: 
Fred and Humphrey

FRAUDSTERS JAILED: Rakeem Dixon, George Herron and Christopher Kirk

Fraudsters conned victims 
using real company’s name

Horse that choked on carrot 
was ‘killed by kindness’
A HORSE may have been 
“killed with kindness” by 
an unwitting passer-by 
who fed it a lethal piece 
of  carrot.

Rescue horses have 
been living on Chigwell 
Glebe for the past year, 
and concerns that the 
horses could swallow 
toxic dog poo or choke on 
litter were raised in Feb-
ruary.

Eight months on one of  
the horses, called Fred, 
has died, but from a less 
likely source. 

The horse’s owner, who 
asked to remain anon-
ymous, said: “Despite 
huge red signs saying 
‘do not feed’, people still 
take it upon themselves 
to feed them.

“Now Fred has died 
from a cut carrot lodged 
in his throat, causing 
him to choke.”

The owner took the 
Welsh horse to the vets on 
Thursday evening where 
he was put down.

Carrots and apples 
should not be cut up 
when given to horses. 
They should be left whole 
to allow the animals to 
chew them.

The owner added: “I 
rescue horses to give 
them a better life, until 
someone comes along, 
ignores signs and kills it.

“There is a saying ‘kill-
ing with kindness’ and 
this is one of  the times it 
did.”

“People think ‘oh I will 

Disney collaboration gives kids a chance to see live theatre
HORDES of children got a 
chance to go to the theatre 
for the first time because of 
discounts from entertainment 
giant Disney. 
A partnership between 
Disney and the BMAT group 
of schools meant pupils from 
Harlow, Epping and Newham 
could take in a number of 
stage classics. 
The media company offers 
discounted tickets to schools 
with limited resources and 
pupils who are first-time 
theatre goers, landing BMAT 
schools with the chance to see 
West End productions Aladdin 
and The Lion King for just £12 
and £10 per pupil respectively. 
From Epping St John’s School 
22 students made the trip to 
Central London to see Aladdin, 

followed by 50 pupils from 
Freshwaters Primary Academy 
in Harlow.
Crisin Casey, who co-
ordinates performing arts 
from the school group, said: 
“We are giving our children 
opportunities they might not 
otherwise have access to. 
“Our children are not limited 
by any factors, such as finances 
or where they are from. 
“They are getting access to 
high quality cultural and 
performing arts experiences.”

CURTAIN UP: BMAT 
students outside The Lion 
King
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treat the horses’. Can’t 
they read?”

The remaining hors-
es have been moved off  
the field, which will be 
fenced off, only allowing 
the public access to the 
path.

broker, of  Brooker Road, 
Waltham Abbey, was jailed 
for two years and four months 
for conspiracy to defraud;

George Herron, 26, of  no 
fixed address, was jailed for 
two years and eight months 
for two counts of  conspiracy 
to defraud.

Samuel Jeal, 24, of  West-

moreland Road, Bromley, was 
jailed for three years and six 
months for two counts of  con-
spiracy to defraud.

Rakeem Dixon, 25, of  Pad-
dock Mead, Harlow, was 
jailed for 18 months for mon-
ey laundering.

Thomas Mead, 24, of  Fox-
glove Avenue, Beckenham, 
received a 12 month suspend-
ed sentence and 200 hours 
unpaid work for money laun-
dering.

Christopher White, 30, of  
Ayr Green, Romford, and 
Muhammed Bah, 29, of  East-
bourne Road, East Ham, re-
ceived a 10 month suspended 
sentenced and 200 hours un-
paid work for money laun-
dering.

Amy Palmer, 27, of  Windsor 
Drive, Orpington, received a 
12-month community order 
for money laundering.


