
Pupils urged to 
reach for the stars

Sam says: ‘Get your sparkle on’

STAR GAZING: Epping St John’s pupils look to the skies

SPARKLING DESIGN: Samantha Faiers and daugher Rose

TEENAGERS are being encour-
aged to reach for the stars with 
a GCSE recognised extra-curric-
ular activity.

A group of  Year 9 students at 
Epping St John’s School have 
signed up for an after-school 
club, which will see them 
achieve a GCSE qualification in 
astronomy.

The weekly club will focus on 
space, night and day, plants and 
how they adapt to the seasons, as 
well as teaching students how to 
plot the paths of  stars and to tell 
the difference between stars and 
planets.

Sonia Ahmed, director of  sci-
ence at the Epping school, said: 
“Each week, we will be getting 
the telescopes out and as we get 
nearer to December, we will be 
able to see stars and planets with 
them. 

“We will teach students top 
tips such as if  it’s twinkling, it’s 
a star and if  you stare at it and 
it becomes a solid light then it is 
a planet.

“The club will stretch the top 
level students and if  they are 
looking to do jobs in space, this 

A reality TV star has designed a glitzy 
jumper for the NSPCC.
The Only Way is Essex stalwart Samantha 
Faiers unveiled the garment for the 
children charity’s Christmas fundraising 
drive, ‘Get Your Sparkle On’.
The Mummy Diaries star, who grew up in 
Brentwood, has worked with the NSPCC 
for over a year.
The former Celebrity Big Brother fifth 
place finisher said: “Since becoming a 
mum helping children has become even 
more important to me, which is why the 

will be amazing for them. 
“It is quite an advanced level, 

with lots of  maths involved. The 
club will help students with both 
their maths and physics stud-
ies.”

The club is looking to take 
students on trips to the London 
Planetarium and Greenwich Mu-
seum and to use facilities at fel-
low BMAT school BMAT STEM 

NSPCC is a charity so close to my heart.
“I am so proud of the jumper we have 
created together and I would urge people 
to buy one and bring a little sparkle into 
their festive celebrations, while at the 
same time supporting a great cause.”
The festive fitted jumper bears a gold 
glittery design emblazoned with ‘Sparkle 
On’, and is available in two different 
colours and sizes.
To buy the jumper, go to www.shop.nspcc.
org.uk/collections/christmas/products/
get-your-sparkle-on-jumper

Academy, in Harlow.
Stephen Hehir, executive head, 

said: “It is so important that 
students get opportunities to 
experience enrichment activi-
ties outside of  their normal cur-
riculum, particularly related to 
the theme of  science as it will 
hopefully inspire future genera-
tions to love this wonderful sub-
ject.”
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