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A small selection of new equipment available for hire:

A full range of consumables are available for sale.  
Weekend hire rates available.

1.8 ton/ 3/4 ton 
diggers

Tracked skip 
Loaders

Towers

Ladders & steps

Electric & petrol 
pumps

Electrical tools

Gardening 
equipment

Petrol/diesel 
generators 

Cement mixers

Lighting

Survey equipment

Wet & dry 
vacuums

Carpet cleaners

Wallpaper 
strippers

Diamond drilling

Unit 4 | Hoblongs Industrial Estate | Chelmsford Road  

Great Dunmow | Essex CM6 1JA

01371 700727 |  www.727toolhire.com

Open 

Mon to Fri 

7.30am 

to 5pm

ESSEX
TURFMASTER

●  Distributors of 

cultivated turf

●  Turf laying 

service available

●  Screened top 

soils 1-20 tonne loads

●  Grass seed in 

10 and 20 kilo bags

● Lawn Fertilisers

●  Growers of 

container grown 

hedging at trade 

prices - see list 

Church View Farm, Thaxted CM6 2NG

Laurel £2.50 each 
60-70 cm

Box Hedging £1.80 
30cm Bushy

Photinia Red Robin £4.50 
90 -120cm

Yew 120cm £7.95

Leylandii £12.50 
Hedging (Castlewellan) 
150-180cm

Gold Rider Conifer £3.50 
90-100cm

Thuja Plicata £12.95 
2 metres 
(Western Red Cedar)

All prices plus VAT

Phone Now On 01371 831255

Day centre to hold open 
event in celebration of 25 
years serving community
The Dunmow Day Centre 
will celebrate its 25th year 
at the Rowena Davey 
Centre on October 13 with 
an open day.

The day centre served 2,742 
lunches and 1,412 cups of  
tea between 2017 and 2018 to 
the elderly and disabled, 
who meet four days a week, 
but is still keen for new 
members to join.

In the late 1960s, 
volunteers began providing 
refreshments in the 
Maltings in Dunmow. 
Thanks to fundraising and 
the efforts of  district 
councillor Rowena Davey, 
whom the centre is named 
after, the group moved into 
the purpose-built venue in 
Chequers Lane in 1993.

Manager Willie Fraiser, 
said: “There was a big 
demand at the time and 
there still is but I would like 
more elderly people to come. 
We believe there are about 
15,000 over-65s in the area, 

and we only get five coming 
here on a Monday.” 

Les Hayden was a 
postman in Dunmow for 30 
years and has been coming 
to the centre for many years. 

Les, 87, said: “I am living 
on my own because my wife 
died. It saves me getting my 
own lunch and they all 
know me here because I 
used to be a postman. We 
talk about all sorts of  
things.” 

Linda Diddings, who has 
been attending the centre 
for about three years, says 
she comes for the meals and 
the friendship and admits 
she hates to cook. Her 
husband William was an 
army chef  and used to do all 
the cooking before he died 
nearly five years ago. 

Linda said: “He cooked 
lovely meals. He was in the 

army and used to cook for 
about 100 people.”

The centre is open on 
weekdays apart from 
Wednesdays, and guests pay 
£5 for two courses. 

Last month, the centre 
started serving a typical 
Sunday roast on the first 
Monday of  the month, for 
which they plan to charge 
£7.50.  

Mr Fraiser admitted that 
he had to ‘turn people away’ 
as the roast on Monday was 
so popular. 

Former Dunmow mayor 
and day centre trustee, 
Councillor Danielle Frost 
said: “It’s really a great 
resource and its right in the 
heart of  the town. We will 
all need this at some point.” 

Cake and coffee will be 
served at the open day, 
which runs from 10am-1pm 
at the day centre. There will 
also be a chance to taste 
some of  the food served. 
There is no need to book, 
simply turn up on the day.

Les Hayden (centre right) has been attending the centre for years,   Picture: CONTRIBUTED

KATHERINE HESLOP

katherine.heslop@archant.co.uk

Charity bike ride

A caring teenager got on his 
bike to raise funds in memory 
of lost loved ones.

Morgan Hawkins, 13, raised 
£150 for Isabel Hospice by 
taking part in a 25k charity 
cycle. 

The Year 8 student from 
Forest Hall School, Stansted, 
has lost both his aunt and 

grandfather to cancer in the 
past two years.

Morgan, who has previously 
sold bracelets to friends and 
family to raise funds, said: “It 
was really tough when I saw 
my grandad changing so 
much. I watched him die and it 
was horrible, so I don’t want 
anyone else to have to go 
through that. I raised the 

money so doctors can find a 
cure for cancer.”

Morgan is hoping to 
organise a charity car wash to 
raise further funds.

Hannah Jones, head of  
school, said: “Morgan has a 
personal connection to Isabel 
Hospice.  I look forward to 
seeing what else he has 
planned for his fundraising.”
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