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Raytheon that will help our young 
people develop their Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Maths 
(STEM) skills – something which 
will help them take their first steps 
on the ladder of opportunity.

“This centre provides community 
learning and cultural services to 
people in our town but alongside 
these places, we also need the peo-
ple committed to this vision. And 
the Science Alive Centre certainly 
has this with the indomitable Sha-
ron Davies, the operational manager 
there. Our communities need more 
people like her.

“Raytheon’s investment has kept 

this centre alive and alongside this 
they also gifted a flight simulator. Do 
go and visit the centre to try it out for 
yourself.

“Investments like Raytheon’s 
serve a dual purpose. Not only do 
they continue a steady stream of 
business-led investment in our local 
area, and our local community. They 
also inspire young people to get 
involved with the kind of things that 
make a career in STEM subjects so 
exciting. And getting more people 
interested in STEM subjects is of 
absolute importance for our coun-
try’s future. There is a digital revolu-
tion happening around us. The way 

we do things is changing – and tech-
nology is showing no signs of letting 
up. At a recent Education Select 
Committee meeting in Parliament, 
which I chair, a robot called Pepper 
answered questions put to it by the 
panel, giving us a small taste of what 
lies before us. It was incredible.

“Through my work on the com-
mittee, I am constantly reminded of 
how the UK is in danger of falling 
behind in this digital revolution. 
Those who study STEM subjects – 
meaning those who will go on to be 
the skilled scientists, engineers and 
mathematicians of the future – will 
be at the cusp of making sure this 

does not happen. We need to do 
everything we can to create this lad-
der of opportunity for them.

“So that’s why investments like 
Raytheon’s in our local community 
are so important. They will inspire 
the next generation – including 
those who are currently underrepre-
sented or struggling to break 
through. I have seen the impact Ray-
theon’s investment has had in Har-
low. We need to close our STEM 
skills gap as the digital revolution 
continues to make strides. And you 
never know, as we do this, we might 
just produce the next Sir Charles 
Kao too.”

Raytheon UK backs Science 
Alive Centre in STEM offer 
to the local community

HARlOW MP Robert Halfon has 
called for companies to invest in 
STEM skills, creating a ladder of 
opportunity for young people, as the 
digital revolution continues.

He said: “In September, a giant of 
the scientific world, Sir Charles Kao, 
died aged 84. Known as the Father of 
Fibre Optics, Sir Charles was the first 
person to really get to grips with the 
little glass threads that have come to 
shape so much of the world we live 
in today – including the internet.

“He was born in Shanghai and 
died in Hong Kong. But it was right 
here in Harlow at the old Standard 
Telecommunication laboratories 
that some of his most renowned 
work took place.

“The site of these old laboratories 
now has a new purpose. Kao Park – 
named after Sir Charles – is now a 
space where the worlds of innova-
tion and business collide. The park 
has attracted some of our best and 
brightest businesses in the past few 
years and they are all here to invest 
in people, skills and our local com-
munity.

“One such local business is Ray-
theon UK, a leading technological 
innovation company specialising in 
defence, civil government and cyber 
solutions. They have over 500 
employees working in Kao Park – 
and have been a longstanding sup-
porter of our local economy, invest-
ing in skills and enterprise in our 
town for over fifty years.

“That is why I was so encouraged 
to see that last week, Raytheon UK 
gifted £15,000 to Harlow’s Science 
Alive Centre. I went along to the 
event where it was brilliant to see so 
many children enjoying themselves. 
It is investment from companies like 

MP highlights need for investment 
in teaching youngsters STEM skills

Academy vows to offer extra help to its students
ThE education of children attending 
harlow’s newest secondary school 
will be enriched with an extra hour 
of opportunity each day.

Sir Frederick Gibberd College is 
being opened by Burnt Mill 
Academy Trust (BMAT) to provide a 
solution to the critical shortage of 
school places in the town by 2019.

A major focus within the 
curriculum will be the EBACC 
subjects of English, maths, science, 
history, geography and languages. 
PE and reading will also be 
important aspects of school life, 
with pupils having dedicated time 
during the week for these activities. 

Research shows healthy living and 
reading widely have a huge impact 
on everything inside and outside of 
school.

At 3pm each day, Key Stage 3 
students will be given opportunities 
to extend their learning and 
broaden their horizons, with 
extension classes for the more able, 
catch-up classes for those needing 
extra support, plus homework and 
reading sessions. Students in Key 
Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 studying 
for their GCSEs and A Levels will 
have the opportunity to stay 
beyond 4pm to further study for 
their qualifications.

Every Friday, the last hour will be 
dedicated to enrichment, with staff 
and students taking part in clubs 
they can select each half-term.

As with other BMAT secondary 
schools, Saturday and holiday 
school will also offer enrichment 
activities alongside academic 
studies, plus English and maths 
extension and catch-up classes.

Dee Conlon, head of school, said: 
“Many schools, primary and 
secondary, already operate an 
extended day and have seen the 
benefits. 

“At SFG, we have designed our 
school day to offer more 

personalised support an create 
opportunities for students to build 
new skills and interests that they 
will pursue throughout their

lives, and to offer activities that 
will develop them both academically 
and personally.”

A fully functioning temporary 
school building next to Burnt Mill 
Academy, in First Avenue, will 
welcome the first cohort of 120 
Year 7 students in September 2019.

The two-phase opening will see 
Year 7 become the first cohort, 
while the Department for Education 
builds the new school’s permanent 
home in Tendring Road. When the 

school moves to its new building, Sir 
Frederick Gibberd will offer an 
academic sixth form for students 
who aspire to attend Oxbridge and 
other

Russell Group universities or 
leading universities in America and 
Europe.

Sixth formers will be encouraged 
to complete voluntary and charity 
work, as well as benefitting from 
the extra hour’s extension and 
enrichment each day.

For more information or to apply 
for a place in Year 7, contact the 
school on 01279 307244 or email 
info@bmatsfg.org.uk
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Group shot of Hip Hop Pop students 
and Choreographer Andrea Walker 
after their workshop

Dancers show their 
moves at Playhouse
TWENTY-FIVE students aged 13 to 
35 at dance school, Hip Hop Pop, 
recently took part in an hour of 
sweat, skill and emotion at the 
Harlow Playhouse.

Taking an hour workshop with 
one of the UK’s top 
choreographers: Andrea Walker, 
choreographer of SKIN 
“SKIN packs an emotional 
punch, steering Hip-Hop 
into fresh territory” The 
Times. In the 
workshop they mixed 
Hip Hop and 
Contemporary dance 
styles to create a 
beautiful story telling 
piece.

After the workshop, Hip 
Hop Pop students and their 
families we’re WOW’ed by the 
emotional depth and 
choreographic creativity of the 
show: SKIN. SKIN delivers a 

powerful message about the 
struggles of someone who feels 
they are born into the wrong body, 
using solely dance, no dialogue the 
narrative was so clear and clever, 
Director of Hip Hop Pop Jenny 
Bater-Sinclair said “It was a 
masterpiece that provoked you to 
look deeper into a very current 

and important subject, all 
delivered through the 

creativity of well-
choreographed and 
perfected 
movement, an 
absolute pleasure to 
have witnessed and 

have our students 
witness too”.

For more information 
about SKIN: https://
www.201dancecompany.com/skin

For more information about Hip 
Hop Pop or how to get a FREE 
trial: www.hiphoppop.net/freetrial

Robert Halfon MP Opens New 
Library And Sensor Room At Little 
Parndon Primary Academy

Politician pays visit to  school’s new 
library facilities and sensory space
RobeRt Halfon, MP for 
Harlow, was recently wel-
comed by Sophie Laing, 
headteacher at Little Par-
don Primary Academy, and 
opened the academy’s 
brand new library and their 
Sensory Room.

Robert met with pupils 
from the academy and had 
a sit-down discussion with 
them, asking them what 
they thought of their new 
library area. 

the pupils were very 
excited about their new 
library and talked o Robert 
about some of their favour-
ite books.

Mr Halfon said: “As a 
champion of education, I 
welcome this brand new 
library facility at Little 
Parndon as it will encour-
age the pupils to read 
which will only help them 
with their education. 

“Reading exercises a 
child’s imagine and devel-
ops their creative writing 
skills to a whole new level. 

“Little Parndon’s new 
library is something to 

cherish and will make a 
real, positive difference at 
the school.”

Little Parndon Primary 
Academy also unveiled 
their plaque to Robert, 
marking the library’s offi-
cial opening. 

Mr Halfon described 
having a plaque at the 
academy as “a real  
honour”.

While at the academy, 
Robert was also pleased to 
officially open Little Parn-
don’s new Sensory Room. 

Mrs Laing kindly 
explained that the space 
would act as a calming area 
to all pupils who required a 
safe and quiet space.

“the Sensory Room is 
astonishing,” Mr Halfon 
remarked. 

“the area provides a 
calming environment for 
pupils who may find main-
stream education challeng-
ing. 

“the staff at Little Parn-
don are a real credit and I 
would like to thank them 
all for their hard work.”
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