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nating to see into a day in 
the life of an MP and I really 

enjoyed hearing the stories of 
females MPs about what encour-
aged them to first get into politics 
and stand for Parliament. 

“I was shocked and honored  

when the Prime Minister welcomed 
me herself during Prime Minister’s 
Questions. 

“Though there are many chal-
lenges that women have faced to get 
into public life, it’s important for us 
to celebrate how these can be over-

come.  It was a very inspiring day 
and I thank Robert Halfon for giving 
me this incredible opportunity.”

Frances Scott, Director of 50:50 
Parliament who organised the day 
was delighted with the turnout. 

She said: “On the centenary of 

when women were first ever able to 
stand it is wonderful that so many 
MPs participated in our #AskHerTo-
Stand day by inviting a woman to 
Parliament. 

“It is a clear demonstration that 
Westminster does welcome women”.

Ask Her To Stand 
Day - Robert Halfon 
and Debbie Pritchard

DebbIe Pritchard was chosen to 
shadow Robert Halfon MP around 
the corridors of power today as part 
of a massive event aimed at encour-
aging more women to stand for elec-
tion.

In Prime Minister’s Questions, 
Robert Halfon, MP for Harlow, 
asked Theresa May to welcome Har-
low resident and specialist teacher, 
Debbie Pritchard, as she joined 
Robert in Parliament.

The initiative, saw more than 250 
inspiring women from all parts of 
the country descend on Westmin-
ster to highlight the need for more 
women in politics. 

Today only one in three politicians 
are women. On November 21, 1918, 
just days after the Armistice, the 
Qualification of Women Act was 
passed to allow women to stand for 
Parliament for the first time. 

Today’s shadowing event is a cele-
bration of this Act and a call for more 
women to come forward. 

The day was organised by cam-
paigners Frances Scott, 50:50 Parlia-
ment, Helen Pankhurst and the 
Centenary Action Group, the Fawc-
ett Society and the Jo Cox Founda-
tion.

Mr Halfon  said: “At all levels in 
politics from the grass roots to West-
minster we have two men for every 
one woman. 

“I hope today inspires tal-
ented and impressive 
women like Debbie to 
get involved and stand 
for election to give us all 
broader and more rep-
resentative decision mak-
ing. 

“I am particularly keen to see 
women from all walks of life getting 
involved, including those from 
working class or underrepresented 
backgrounds.”

MsPritchard added: “It was fasci-

Teacher’s joy as Prime Minister 
welcomes her into Parliament
MOVEs TO ENCOURAGE
WOMEN INTO POLITICs 

Teachers – and a student – 
battled it out to produce the 
best facial hair for Movember

Movember stick on moustaches and the real thing
THe Movember Foundation has 
been on a mission to stop men 
dying too young by encouraging 
them to talk more about prostate 
cancer, testicular cancer, mental 
health and suicide.

At Burnt Mill Academy, in 
Harlow, teachers Luke Burrows, 
Alaric Cook, Philip Latchford and 

Khan Busby were taking part by 
growing moustaches throughout 
the month of November.

Year 9 student Toms Xavi was 
so keen to join in with the 
campaign, he was wearing a 
different stick-on moustache 
each day to raise awareness and 
money for the cause.

Mr Burrows, head of computer 
science and ICT, said: “Statistics 
say that prostate cancer kills 
more people than breast cancer, 
but it receives half the funding. 
We wanted to do something that 
put the focus onto the boys. 

“Working in a school, it felt 
even more appropriate to focus 

some attention onto mental 
health and suicide prevention as 
that’s so relevant for young 
people today. We talked about 
Movember in school and it acts 
as a way of bringing up 
conversations and discussions 
around those important topics 
which can only be a good thing.”
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