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around the county hosted by Pana-
thlon.

The leaders’ latest role saw them 
assist at the Panathlon Primary 
Schools National Finals at the Cop-
per Box at the Olympic Park.

Schools from all over the country 
had qualified to take part in the 
event, while Burnt Mill was among 

just three schools asked to help on 
the day.

Phil Dawes, director of PE for the 
BMAT group of schools said: “Our 
leaders received lots of praise for 
their conduct and encouragement 
from the organisers and also staff 
from the schools taking part.

“The school is very proud of our 

sports leaders.”
The 14 leaders explained, judged 

and scored the activities, 
which included boccia, 
skittles, new age kurling, 
beanbag throws, table 
cricket, adapted bas-
ketball and target 
throws.

The leaders - Freya 
Chapman, Mae Brewer, 
Alana Mansfield, Kya 
Andreou, Olivia Tyne, Jessica Gal-

vin, Zayla Maertens, Anisa Zhubi, 
Ronnie Pontin, Harry Weemes, Abid 

Haque, Josh Appolos, Marshall 
Chesterton, Ben Stringer - 

received certificates for 
their work at the event.

The school was 
recently named New-
comer of the Year in the 

Jack Petchey Panathlon 
Achievement Awards for 

the sports leaders’ work in 
leadership.

A team of students have 
taken on the role of sports 
leaders at Burnt Mill Academy

YOuNG sports leaders from the 
town were called upon to help host a 
national event for children with spe-
cial educational needs and disabili-
ties (SEND).

A team of students have taken on 
the role of sports leaders at Burnt 
Mill Academy, in Harlow, to assist 
pupils with SEND with their inclu-
sive PE lessons at the school.

As a result of that work, the  
students have been asked to attend 
and help out at various events 

Sports leaders are chosen to play 
their part in national competition

burnt mill academy represented 
at olympic park’s copper box

Santa made a special 
appearance at the 
Christmas fete

Santa calls in on 
Christmas fete
KAtherineS Primary 
Academy and nursery in 
harlow attracted new visitors 
to its Christmas fete.

As well as the regular PtA 
and craft stalls, guests could 
visit Santa in his grotto 
sponsored by Gardenscape, 
ride on the land train, be thrilled 
by children’s funfair or jump 
around in the mobile soft play 
area.

event organiser Jo Chapman, 
recently became the new 

parent governor of the 
Academy and was amazed at 
how many people attended. 

the event ran from day in to 
night, there was a light switch 
on at 4pm with glow in the  
dark items being offered for 
sale. 

to finish off the event, there 
was a performance from 
Clubbacise which got the 
attendees moving with high 
energy dancing and a glow 
stick.
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Year 9 students  
attend the club

Lego club boosts engineering skills
An after-school club which enables 
students to build and design Lego 
robots is helping them to become 
engineers of the future.

Burnt Mill Academy, in Harlow, 
has launched a Lego robotics club 
for Year 9 students.

Members of the club are prepar-

ing to take part in the EEP Robotics 
Challenge in which  they will be 
faced with various tasks, such as 
programming a Lego robot to simu-
late the role of an engineer working 
in an airport. 

They will also have to give a  
presentation on how they think 

robotics can provide humanitarian 
aid and take part in a team  
challenge in which they will the 
tasked with solving problems 
quickly.

Luke Burrows, head of computer 
science and ICT, said: “The club  
has only just been set up and so  

we are starting with the basics  
and building up to be able to build 
more complex robots. 

“Students are learning program-
ming skills, as well as the engineer-
ing side as they have to design a 
robot which can solve a real-world 
problem.”

Pupils have launched their new 
newspaper called Spinney Star and 
they interviewed MP Robert Halfon

Stars of the classroom keep their  
parents up to date with newspaper

PuPILS at Cooks Spinney Primary 
Academy, in Harlow, have launched 
the Spinney Star to share news from 
their school and neighbourhood.

The team of 20 Year 6 pupils are 
working on both a newspaper and 
podcast to keep pupils and parents 
up to date.

Working with teacher Gary Can-
sell, a former journalist from The 
Sunday Times newspaper, pupils are 
drawing on his experience to pro-

duce their own work.
Head teacher neil Stirrat said: 

“Our pupils have launched the 
newspaper and podcast and are 
running the whole process. 

“They have taken ownership and 
it has empowered them. 

“They are reporting on what is 
happening and what is important to 
them, with their first big feature 
looking at the potential closure of 
Mark Hall library. 

“They interviewed Harlow MP 
Robert Halfon on the issue when 
he visited the school.

“This is extending 
pupils’ skills and giving 
purpose to their writ-
ing as they have to 
think about who their 
audience is and what 
they might be interested 
in reading about. 

“Our confident speakers are 

working with less confident present-
ers on the podcast, writing their 

own scripts and performing 
them.

“They whole team is 
having to work to dead-
lines and use their 
teamwork and collabo-

ration skills.”
The newspaper and 

podcast will be published 
every four weeks and given to 

pupils, parents and posted on the 
school’s website.

Mr Cansell said: “Here at school, 
we have an audience several hun-
dred strong and it’s great to tap into 
that with Spinney Star. 

“Our team is writing news, fea-
tures, opinion and review pieces 
and, along with building on the stu-
dents’ writing skills, I hope the pro-
cess sparks in them a greater interest 
in current affairs.”
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