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Year 10 GCSE astron-
omy students from 

BMAT STEM used the 
visit of the meteorites and 

samples brought back from 
Apollo missions to enhance their 
studies.

Paul Andrew, assistant head and 
science teacher at BMAT STEM, 
said: “The main reason we wanted 

to take part was for our astronomy 
students to be able to look at moon-
based rock which they would not 
otherwise get to see. 

“They have been able to handle it 
for themselves which helps to give 
their studies context.

“These samples have come all the 
way from the moon which is an 
absolute wow moment for them. 

The samples are irreplaceable and 
priceless.

“It has been brilliant to share this 
with students. It has been lovely to 
see them so interested and engaged 
and doing something different. 

“Seeing the way the children 
reacted to it really brought science 
alive. 

“That is what it is about for me, 

making science real while doing 
something they can enjoy. 

“One primary school pupil said 
she didn’t want to leave.”

Secondary school students looked 
at the samples under a microscope, 
while primary school pupils learnt 
how to differentiate between earth 
and space-bound rocks using their 
science knowledge.

Students from BMAT 
STEM, Burnt Mill Academy, 
Roydon Primary Academy 
and Cooks Spinney Primary 
Academy all got the chance 
to work with the samples

ChIldrEn attending BMAT 
schools in harlow have been given a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience 
thanks to BMAT STEM Academy.

The school – dedicated to science, 
technology, engineering and maths 
– is one of a select few in the country 
to borrow a piece of the moon.

Working with the Science and 
Technology Facilities Council, the 
school took part in the lunar rocks 
and Meteorites loan Scheme which 
enabled it to borrow nASA moon 
rock discs and meteorites for five 
days.

Students from BMAT STEM, Burnt 
Mill Academy, roydon Primary 
Academy and Cooks Spinney Pri-
mary Academy all got the chance to 
work with the samples.

Kendra Paho, Year 5 pupil from 
roydon, said: “It has been really 
interesting and cool. We got to see 
the moon right in front of us 
and find out more infor-
mation about it. It was 
fascinating.”

Michael Clark, head-
teacher at roydon, 
said: “We always love to 
offer the children the 
best possible life experi-
ences and to see a part of the 
moon was one the children loved. 
We want to thank BMAT STEM 
Academy for having us again. 

“The children took a lot from the 
morning.”

An out of this world experience as  
pupils borrow a piece of the moon
‘THE WAY THE CHILDREN 
REACTED TO IT REALLY 
BROUGHT SCIENCE ALIVE’

Passmores Academy 
students at the 
Houses of Parliament

Students’ historic 
Parliament visit 
PASSMoRES Academy students 
got the opportunity to visit the 
House of Parliament recently.

The students received a tour of 
both the House of Commons and 
the House of Lords and got to 
watch them debating Brexit. 

They saw the Chancellor Phillip 
Hammond be quizzed on the effect 
that Brexit would have on the 
economy.

They then met Robert Halfon and 
students were able to ask him 
questions about his role as an MP 
and also issues to do with Harlow, 
such as the gridlocked roads and 

the number of police officers. 
Students finally participated in a 

debating workshop where they 
debated whether the voting age 
should be lowered to 16.

The students confirmed that they 
had a fabulous day.  

Ms Le Dain, who ran the trip,  
said: “The students were absolutely 
fantastic - completely well behaved, 
engaged and wonderful 
ambassadors for the school.

“It was such an amazing trip  
and a real opportunity for the 
students to be there at this 
historical time.”
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