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Teenagers from 
Harlow and Epping 
went head to head 
with a Lego challenge

Year 9 students from Burnt Mill 
academy and epping St John’s 
School and Year 10 students from 
BMaT STeM academy took on the 
task of designing and programming 
a robot to carry out a specific task.

The day at BMaT STeM academy 
gave students an insight into com-
puter science and an understanding 
that it not only incorporates maths, 
but imagination and creativity.

altay Ozkan, senior leader at 
BMaT STeM academy, said: “While 
young people today understand 
how to operate computers, they do 
not necessarily understand how 
they work. 

“I teach computer science and like 
to focus on the processes that go on 
behind the scenes. 

“We can be very technically 
minded in terms of using comput-
ers, but we don’t always know why 
they work how they do.

“In order for something to work, 
we have to know how to programme 
it. 

“With this challenge, we broke it 
right down. 

“They now appreciate there is a lot 
of thought that goes into how robots 
and computers work.”

Primary schools from within the 
BMaT family of schools will take 
part in a similar challenge in the new 
year.

Students test their engineering 
skills to design a working robot
computer whizz kids
discover what goes 
on behind the scenes 

Eleven students from BMAT STEM Academy 
cycled from the school to the Olympic Park 
in Stratford

Cyclists emerge victorious after 30-mile fundraiser
STudenTS at Harlow’s first specialist 
STeM school have got on their bikes to 
provide extra facilities.

BMaT STeM academy opened in the 
town in September, offering a unique cur-
riculum to students from Year 10 around 
the subjects of science, technology, engi-
neering and maths.

With the youngest students aged 14, it 
was felt important to create opportunities 
for them to let off steam during their breaks 
from lessons.

as a way of raising funds to provide table 
tennis tables and yoga mats, 11 students 
took part in a 30-mile cycle from the school 
to the Olympic Park in Stratford, London.

Head of School Lisa Tooley said: “We 
want to make sure every child is catered for 

and looked after mentally and physically.
“Our new yoga sessions will look after 

students’ mental health and wellbeing and 
provide an outlet for them to do something 
different during their breaks and at lunch-
time.

“We have a number of keen cyclists in 
school and so we thought it would be a 
nice challenge for them to take part in a 
fundraising bike ride. We had seven punc-
tures along the way, which students had to 
fix, and it was a physically exhausting ride. 
The conditions were quite tough as it had 
rained the night before. But, everyone 
completed the challenge and we are very 
proud of them for that.”

The group raised £590 to provide the 
school with its new equipment.
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Children had a visit 
to Colchester Zoo

Children get close 
to giraffes and 
meet zookeepers 
on inspiring trip
DiD you know, there are 40 types 
of penguin?

That is just one of the many 
facts Year 1 and 2 pupils from 
Freshwaters Primary Acad-
emy, in Harlow, learned 
on a trip to Colchester 
Zoo.

The school trip gave 
pupils an opportunity 
to learn from a zoo-
keeper as well as see-
ing and feeding a variety 
of animals.

Having worked on the topic of 
zoo animals in class - with Year 2 
reading Lost and Found which 
features a lost penguin, and sci-
ence and geography lessons 

focusing on penguins, the chil-
dren were excited to get up close 
to them during the trip.

Humera Hamid, Year 2 teacher, 
said: “The expressions on 

the children’s faces were 
priceless when they 

saw the penguins 
swim over us in the 
tunnel aquarium. 

“it was fantastic 
we could give our 

pupils a life experience 
they will remember. 

“As teachers, it is so lovely to be 
able to spend time with our pupils 
outside of school and to socialise 
with them to really get to know 
them.”

30 Year 7 students from Royal Docks Academy, in Newham, saw The Lion King

School trip to the West End voted a roaring success by grateful pupils
A PArTnersHiP with Disney has 
seen children from across the BMAT 
group of schools take opportunities 
otherwise out of reach.

Cristin Casey, director of perform-
ing arts for the Trust, is on the Dis-
ney Theatrical Teachers Advisory 
Board.

Disney offers discounted tickets to 
schools with limited resources and 
pupils who are first-time theatre 
goers through an outreach scheme.

BMAT schools have been offered 
the chance to watch West end pro-
ductions Aladdin and The Lion King 
for just £12 and £10 per person.

Amy Dias, head of school at Fresh-
waters Primary Academy in Harlow, 
was able to take 50 pupils to the the-
atre as a result of the scheme.

she said: “some of our pupils had 
never been inside a theatre before; 
the whole atmosphere and environ-
ment was a new experience for 
them. They were absolutely mes-
merised.

“Because they know the stories 
and music of Aladdin and The Lion 
King, it really helped them to engage. 

“it was an amazing experience 
and we want to bring more of that to 
our children. 

“it makes such a big difference.”
The Lamplight scheme gives stu-

dents access to Aladdin, as well as 
the opportunity to attend a pre-show 
question and answer session with 
the production team. 

Mrs Casey, who co-ordinates per-
forming arts at schools in Harlow, 
epping and stansted in essex and 
newham in London, said: “We are 
giving our children opportunities 
they might not otherwise have 
access to. 

“Our children are not limited by 
any factors, such as finances or 
where they are from. They are get-
ting access to high quality cultural 
and performing arts experiences.

“At BMAT we strive to ensure 
opportunities are available for all of 
our children to inspire them and 
unlock their passions and potential. 

“Trips like this open their eyes, 
raise aspirations and help to bring 
context to what they are learning in 
the classroom.”

Disney has also offered to host 
workshops at BMAT schools to give 
young people a further insight into 
professional theatre production.

 ■37 students from Burnt Mill Acad-
emy, in Harlow, watched Aladdin 

 ■30 Year 7 students from royal 
Docks Academy, in newham, saw 
The Lion King 

 ■epping st John’s school, in epping, 
took 22 students to see Aladdin 

 ■30 Year 5 and 20 Year 6 pupils from 
Freshwaters Primary Academy, in 
Harlow, watched Lion King and 
Aladdin, respectively 

 ■54 Year 2 pupils from Little Parn-
don Primary Academy, in Harlow, 
watched Aladdin
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