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C L A S S R O O M  L I F E

course. We have a nurse on 
site, as I can’t make clinical 
decisions, and a doctor visits 
once a month. We also work 
closely with St Mary’s 
Hospital Medical School and 
each year have first year 
medical students spend 
placements with us to learn 
about medicine in the 
community. Students from 
local colleges – and our own 
mainstream school – are also 
placed with us to learn new 
skills through unique 
practical engagement with 
our young people. 

Beyond limits
And we don’t stay within our 
four walls, either, as that is 
not teaching students all they 
need to know to live well in 
the outside world. We 
regularly get out and about, 
taking our young people 
swimming or to participate in 
adaptable rowing and other 
disability sports, promoting 
healthy living along the way. 
That is real life; we also go 
into the supermarket so they 
can buy ingredients as we 
cook each week, and to cafés 
where they can order their 
own food. As we travel they 
learn crucial life skills about 
road safety, approaching dogs 
and so on. 

The challenges we face 
push our teaching skills to 
the limits, too. Our attitude is 
always, there must be a way. 
How we care for and 
communicate with them is 
important – but ultimately, 
we are not a nursing home; 
we are here to teach these 
young people. On our team, 
we have four teachers, 11 

full-time TAs and five supply 
TAs as most students require 
a one-to-one. It can be hard to 
recruit, of course, as we 
handle intimate care which 
can be difficult for some 
people to consider. But, 
complex medical needs – 
which are increasing as 
children start to live longer 
– should not be something 
that stops us from teaching 
them. It is not something we 
could do half-heartedly. We 
always strive for excellence, 
and it’s so rewarding to see 
that sense of pride on our 
students’ faces when they 
achieve something beyond 
even their own expectations. 
That’s the highlight for me.  

VIEW FROM THE HEAD
“The young people in our resourced provision bring something 
very special to the school. It is a joy to see children with such a 
range of profound needs make progress. The team in the unit 
work hard, and support them both educationally and socially 
to develop important life skills that will give them as much 
independence as possible. I particularly love how students in 
the main body of the school socialise with and look after their 
peers in the unit. It really brings an important dimension that 
makes Royal Docks the unique school it is.”

John Blaney, executive headteacher, Royal Docks Academy
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