
UKIP slams ‘Nazi 
book burning’
THE town’s wing of UKIP has 
likened the proposed closure 
of libraries to Nazi book 
burning. 
On Thursday a consultation 
closes into plans that could 
see 25 libraries across Essex 
shut down, with Harlow’s 
Mark Hall and Tye Green 
facing the chop. 
In November MP Robert 
Halfon urged Essex County 
Council to rethink the 
proposals. 
Now he has been joined 
by UKIP Harlow, whose 
spokesperson argued the 
facilities are more than “a 
cost or figure of expense on 
a budget balance sheet”, but 
places of tranquility, silence 
and history. 
They also, rather more 
controversially, compared 
the closure of libraries to 
the German Student Union’s 
campaign of book burning 
during the early days of the 
Third Reich. 
The UKIP spokesperson 
said: “When a place like this 
is closed where do these 
wonderful books go?
“The truth is many are 
destroyed and with them the 
intelligence of free thinking 
goes with them.
“The Nazis burned books and 
now we can legitimately do 
the same in the name of cost 
cutting.”
An Essex County Council 
spokesperson urged those 
concerned about the plans to 
respond to the consultation 
at essex.gov.uk/libraries-
consultation.
Mark Gough, formerly 
the party’s parliamentary 
candidate in the town, called 
for a library trust to be set up. 
In theory the trust would 
allow external sources of 
funding to be accessed, 
bolstering council council 
funding.
On March 16 UKIP Harlow 
is hosting a fun day at the 
Purple Emperor in Mark Hall. 
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A CHARITY in Harlow could 
face closure due to lack of  
funding.

The Alcohol and Drugs Ad-
visory Service in West Essex 
is to expect closure in the 
coming weeks if  it cannot se-
cure funding.

The group has been run-
ning for more than 20 years 
and provides vital communi-
ty support for children and 
adults who suffer from alco-
hol addiction.

Anna Anderson, a ther-
apeutic family worker at 
ADAS, said: “The quality and 
intensity of  support that has 
been available - sensitive, 
relationship-based support - 

will likely be lost. Attempts 
are being made to secure fur-
ther funding to try to contin-
ue to provide a service, albeit 

of  a different nature, for the 
West Essex area, but this is 
proving to be challenging 
in the current economic cli-
mate.

“This comes as a great 
shock to clients who are 
anxious about the future for 
themselves and their fami-
lies.”

The charity also cares for 
families who suffer from the 
effects of  chronic alcohol 
abuse with support and ther-
apeutic play sessions.

The service has been fund-
ed by Children in Need for 
three years but this is due to 
end this month.

The contract to provide al-
cohol services to West Essex 
was also re-tendered by Essex 
County Council at the end of  
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closure due to funding blow

Post-surgery 
club in call 
for new blood
A CLUB where people who have under-
gone bowel surgery can talk about their 
experiences without fear of  embarrass-
ment is worried too many of  its members 
are “dying off”.

The Stoma Support Group meets at the 
Link Social Club on Parsloe Road, Har-
low, every second Tuesday of  the month 
from 10am to 12.30pm.

Stomas are artificial openings made af-
ter bowel surgery, such as for cancer or 
Crohn’s disease.

Member Julia Fahavan said: “A few 
of  our members are dying off  and so 
we want people to know that we are still 
here.

“It doesn’t cost anything, just £7 mem-
bership a year.

“We go out everywhere and people can 
talk about their stoma without being em-
barrassed.”

School robotics club wins place in final of national challenge
LEGO masters have been 
selected to take part in the 
UK finals of an engineering 
competition.
The Year 9 Lego Robotics Club 
from Burnt Mill Academy, 
Harlow, are through to 
the national finals of the 
Tomorrow’s Engineers EEP 
Robotics Challenge.
Having won their heat at the 
Salesforce Tower, in Liverpool 
Street, London, they will go 
head to head with teams from 
around the country at the Big 
Bang Fair, in Birmingham, on 
March 15.
Students had to build, 
programme and control Lego 
robots for a series of aviation 
missions, as well as research, 
design and present their own 
solution to a contemporary 

engineering problem.
Luke Burrows, head of 
computer science and ICT, 
said: “Students had to think 
very quickly on their feet and 
figure out how they could 
work as a team in a new 
situation. It helped to boost 
their confidence as they had 
to present to a room of 20 
specialists.
“This is the first year we have 
had the Lego robotics club and 
taken part in this event, so we 
were not expecting to win as 
most teams had been involved 
for several years. We only had 
three months to prepare for it.
“The heat massively inspired 
them to want to go and work 
in engineering. They thought it 
was an incredible environment 
to be in.” BUILDING BLOCKS: Burnt Mill Academy students at work

Vital service has supported hundreds of families over the past three years
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last year, with a new provider 
taking over in April.

The Child and Family Ser-
vice has provided care to al-
most 300 families suffering 
with alcohol misuse over the 
past three years.

Lucy, not her real name, 
is 17 and suffers from severe 
anxiety due to her father’s al-
cohol abuse and her mother 
taking her own life. 

A court issued an injunc-
tion against her father pre-
venting contact with Lucy be-
cause of  his alcohol misuse.

Lucy attends sessions with 
her stepmother to work on 
forging new positive rela-
tionships and healing old 
wounds. She said: “You know 
the people you are talking 
to and they understand the 

knock-on effects that has on 
families.”

Another person helped by 
the service is Bradley, not his 
real name, who is four and 
was referred to the charity 
after experiencing aggressive 
behaviour and poor commu-
nication skills.

His mother suffers from 
chronic alcohol mistreat-
ment and mental health is-
sues and has been ordered by 
the court to live apart.

Bradley and his father both 
attend therapy sessions and 
therapeutic play at the chari-
ty and he is now better under-
stood by his father.

After the sessions, Brad-
ley’s father said: “This inter-
vention has transformed our 
relationship.”


