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A DRUG dealer caught with al-
most £31,000 worth of  drugs and 
more than £20,000 in cash has 
been jailed for four years.

Specialist drug squad officers 
from Essex Police’s West Oper-
ation Raptor team raided the 
home of  Chris Willis in Wood-
croft, Harlow, on December 14 
last year.

They searched the house 
where they found a large haul 
of  the Class A drugs cocaine and 
MDMA, better known as ecstasy, 
the Class B drugs ketamine and 
cannabis and various envelopes 
containing of  cash.

Drug dealing paraphernalia 
was also seized including weigh-
ing scales and a mobile phone 
linked to the supply of  illegal 
substances.

In total officers recovered 
drugs worth £30,780 including 
337grams of  cocaine, nearly 
seven grams of  MDMA, 40g of  
ketamine, 14g of  cannabis. They 
also recovered £21,130 in cash be-
lieved to be the proceeds of  his 
drug dealing.

Willis, 49, was arrested, 

charged and admitted two 
counts of  possession with intent 
to supply Class A drugs and two 
counts of  possession with intent 
to supply Class B drugs. 

He was jailed for four years at 
Chelmsford Crown Court.

After sentencing, Det Sgt 

James Paget of  the West Opera-
tion Raptor team said: “This is 
an excellent result for our com-
munity.

“Not only is a drug dealer be-
hind bars but we stopped a sig-
nificant amount of  extremely 
harmful drugs from reaching 
the streets of  our county. 

“Willis can also be sure that 
the cash we seized from him 
will now be subject to a further 
Proceeds of  Crime Act hear-
ing which will mean it will be 
ploughed back into policing and 
helping us put other drugs deal-
ers behind bars.

“If  anyone is in any doubt 
that crime doesn’t pay, Willis is 
proof  of  that. He’s also proof  of  
the fact that if  you are attempt-
ing to sell drugs on the streets of  
Essex, expect a visit from Opera-
tion Raptor.”

Essex Police set up Operation 
Raptor teams in the north, south 
and west of  the county to tackle 
drug and gang-related crime.

If  you have information about 
drug or gang-related crime in 
your community contact Essex 
Police on 101 or Crimestoppers 
100% anonymously on 0800 555 
111.

£51,000 haul lands 
drug dealer in jail
Officers find £31k of drugs and £20k cash in raid

A truly magical day of fairytales for primary school children

LOCKED UP: Craig Willis (top) 
and drugs he was dealing 
(above)

MAGIC: CHILDREN at Cooks Spinney Primary Academy, in Harlow, enjoying the challenge of finding magical objects so 
they can send mythical creatures back to where they came from, as part of World Book Day

CHILDREN entered the 
magical world of  fairy-
tales for a day.

World Book Day at 
Cooks Spinney Prima-
ry Academy, in Harlow, 
saw pupils drawn into a 
fairytale storyline which 
developed throughout the 
day.

Their trip into the 
realm of  magic and mys-
tery began in assembly 
when they were told their 
assistant head had said 
some magic words to 
bring mythical creatures 
to life.

Pupils then spent the 
day in search of  three 
magic objects: magic 
beans, Cinderella’s shoe 
and Captain Hook’s hat, 
to send the creatures 
back.

There was a different 
activity assigned to each 
classroom, including 
wand and shield mak-
ing, decorating photos of  
teachers in fairytale out-
fits, building Rapunzel’s 
tower and making book-
marks.

Pupils moved around 
the school, taking part in 
each activity.

Matt Grier, enriched 
curriculum lead, said: 
“The aim of  the day was 
for children to have fun, 
but also to get them inter-
ested in a particular gen-
re of  books.”
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CHILDREN at one 
school are getting a free 
breakfast each morning.

Every pupil at Cooks 
Spinney Primary 
Academy, in Harlow, is 
being given the most 
important meal of  the 
day when they arrive 
each day.

The school has signed 
up to the National 
Breakfast Programme, 
which sees children 
given a choice of  cereal 
when they arrive at 
8.45am.

Headteacher Neil 
Stirrat said: “Research 
shows eating breakfast 
improves concentration 
and behaviour and there 
is a social element to it, 
too, as they are getting 
to eat with their friends 
and teacher.

“We have found the 
breakfast has also 
improved time-keeping 
as parents no longer 
have to rush around at 
home to feed the children 
before school.

Parent Andy Willson 
said: “This helps as I 
have an early start in the 
morning to get to work. I 
know that he will get his 
brain food.”

Pupils tuck 
in to free 
breakfast


