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AN author of  young adult fiction visited a school to 
open its new library.

Hayley Barker - author of  Show Stopper and 
Show Stealer - visited Epping St John’s School as 
part of  World Book Day.

While at the school the author officially opened 
the new Hive library, kitted out with 300 books do-
nated by parents and teachers.

She also told Year 7 students about her career 
switch from a teacher to a writer.

Ms Barker, from Chelmsford, said: “I do not 
think I was the best at English at school. 

“I loved English and enjoyed reading and just 
tried really hard. Yet, I was lucky enough to get a 
book deal. It shows anything is possible if  you try.

“The moment I devoted myself  to writing is the 
moment it stopped being a dream and started being 

an ambition. 
“The best thing about being a writer is that I am 

getting to do what I love.
“You can do whatever you like. You are good 

enough and just as good as anyone else. If  you have 
got the determination, you can achieve whatever 
you want.”

For World Book Day, students also took part in 
a number of  activities including photographing 
their book shelves at home, recreating scenes from 
their favourite books in photos,

A book title treasure hunt, blindly selecting 
books wrapped in brown paper as their Book Blind 
Date and dressing up.

They also got to drink Harry Potter-style Butter-
beer at the Three Broomsticks Inn.

Serife Horner, assistant head and head of  Eng-
lish, said: “World Book Day at Epping St John’s 
has become a massive event; so much so it spans 
a whole week.”

World Book Day spans a 
whole week at St John’s

Author Hayley Barker opens new library

Fitness fanatic Russell’s 
race to improve creative arts
A sports coach is hoping to raise money to 
improve creative arts lessons for his pri-
mary school by running the Brentwood 
half-marathon.

Russell Johnson, 47, from Epping, has 
been teaching at Epping Primary School in 
Coronation Hill for nine years and is hop-
ing to exceed his target of  £250. 

The fitness fanatic decided to raise money 
for the Friends of  Epping Primary School 
around Christmas after meeting with the 
head of  the Parent Teacher Association.

“I am going to see if  I can raise a few 
pounds and I am happy to do it,” said Mr 
Johnson. “They try to bring in as much 
money to increase creative arts activities, 
they want to improve the school’s stage and 
lighting for shows and assemblies.” 

The 47-year-old was inspired to take on 
another race after completing the Colches-
ter half-marathon last year to raise money 
for a pupil with leukaemia. 

Although Mr Johnson runs for his own 
enjoyment through Epping Forest, he said 
its worth it to fund more creative art work-
shops.

“It feels like a good thing to do for the com-
munity the kids are great and budgets are  
tight in schools, its great to highlight what the 
PTA want to try and do. Anything we can get is 
a bonus.”

The Brentwood half  marathon takes place on 
Sunday, March 17.
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