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Fresh bid for sports pavilion 
sees ‘modest and achievable’ 
plans submitted by council
Plans for a new sports pavilion in 
Great Bardfield, with improved 
access for wheelchair and 
pushchair users, have been 
submitted to Braintree District 
Council by the parish council.

The building will replace the 
existing pavilion, which is located 
to the east of  the village.

According to planning 
documents put forward by Denn 
Architects, on behalf  of  applicant 
Great Bardfield Parish Council, 
the building will be single story 
and contain a hall, changing 
room, small kitchen, store, 
showers and toilet facilities. 

The existing access is via 
Bendlowes Road. The lane will be 
upgraded to Tarmac to allow for 
wheelchair and pushchair use, the 
planning documents say. The 
existing gravelled parking area 
will also be extended and 

upgraded. 
According to the architects, 

writing in the design and access 
statement, the proposals, 
submitted on March 14, are a 
“scaled down and simplified 
version” of  three previously 
approved planning applications, 
the most recent submitted in 2011.   

Kate Fox, Great Bardfield 
Parish Council clerk, said: “More 
than 10 years ago the parish 
council had a plan approved for a 
new pavilion and were 
fundraising with great support 
from the community. 

“However, when a large fund 
was withdrawn at the 11th hour it 
was very disappointing and halted 
the plans. In the meantime the 

parish council has installed a 
brand new playground scheme 
and maintained the playing fields 
for the enjoyment of  residents.  

“However, the need for a new 
pavilion building has not gone 
away hence the new more modest 
and hopefully achievable 
application that is now with the 
district council to determine. 

“We have very active football 
teams who deserve better 
facilities and a youth club that, 
particularly in the winter, found 
the existing building difficult to 
use. The council would like to be 
able to let the building for other 
uses such as pilates, yoga, and 
create a permanent home for the 
youth club.  

“It is hoped with the support 
from the community and local 
businesses and any fund raising 
opportunities that are out there 
we can achieve our goal.”

KATHERINE HESLOP

katherine.heslop@archant.co.uk

Students at a Stansted 
school are fundraising in 
order to pay for their trip to 
a Greek orphanage.

Forest Hall School has 
supported the Smile of  the 
Child charity for several 
years, with students getting 
the opportunity to visit the 
orphanage in Corfu.

The school established 
the link to give youngsters 
the opportunity to go 
abroad and help those less 
fortunate. 

The next trip will see 
Year 10 and 11 students 

visit the orphanage in July, 
but they must first raise 
£600 each to fund their 
journey.

The Stansted school 
raised £95 from a bake sale 
organised by Year 7 student 
executive team charity 
ambassadors, a yoga night 
helped one student to raise 
£40 towards their trip and a 
talent competition also 
boosted the coffers. 

The school has raised 
several thousand pounds  
for the orphanage in recent 
years and helped to 
refurbish the toilet block.

Students raised funds for a trip to Corfu by holding a cake sale.   
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