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Leader hopes plan will 
address housing issues
More than 1,000 people in 
Uttlesford are on the 
housing waiting list, a figure 
which is expected to rise by 
more than 2,500 between 
now and 2033 unless more 
affordable housing is 
provided, the district 
council says. 

A rising number of  local 
Uttlesford families are being 
priced out by a lack of  
affordable housing, with 
new homes now costing 
more than 12 times the 
average wage. This is having 
a direct impact on the 
district, with more than 
36,000 daily inbound and 
outbound commutes 
recorded, many of  these by 
people commuting into 
Uttlesford for work.

House prices in the 
district are also now more 
than £100,000 higher than the 
regional average, meaning 
future generations are at 
risk of  being forced to move 
out of  Uttlesford.

In response, Uttlesford 

District Council says it has 
outlined a plan to make new 
homes in Uttlesford more 
accessible and to deliver 40 
per cent affordable housing 
to support those in greatest 
need. This includes the 
creation of  three new garden 
communities in the recently 
submitted local plan which 
will help “bring forward 
much-needed jobs and 
infrastructure”.

The council says its plan 
will ensure the number of  
new homes keep pace with 
the growing population, 
whilst being affordable and 
maintaining the rural 
character of  the area.

Leader of  the council, 
Councillor Howard Rolfe, 
said: “Due to the increasing 
costs of  homes, we are 
seeing young people, 
families and those providing 
key services moving out of  

the district and away from 
family support. This means 
a large number of  people are 
commuting into Uttlesford 
for work from other areas, 
which is leading to increased 
congestion and, ultimately, 
an impact on local residents’ 
quality of  life.

“Uttlesford is one of  the 
most expensive areas to buy 
a property or rent privately 
in the country and there are 
too many people who don’t 
currently have access to 
housing that is affordable 
and secure.

“The local plan looks to 
address these issues, 
protecting the area from 
speculative development and 
providing a framework 
which will support 
communities so that they 
continue to thrive.” 

The Uttlesford local plan 
was submitted to the 
secretary of  state for public 
examination on January 18. 
It is anticipated that public 
hearing sessions will begin 
in May or June.
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Pupils at Forest Hall School with their reusable water bottles.               Picture: CONTRIBUTED

A Stansted school is 
leading the way in the 
fight against waste.

The Government 
recently announced it 
wants all schools to be 
free of  single use plastic 
by 2022.

But, Forest Hall 
School has already been 
working with 
Wastepack, an 
environmental 
consultant, to make its 
community as 

eco-friendly as possible.
An audit found that 

single-use plastic bottles 
and plastic wrappers 
were the main items 
discarded by students 
and staff  – with 30,000 
plastic bottles being 
used annually by the 
school.

Hannah Jones, head 
teacher, said: “In the 
next two years, we will 
become free of  single-
use plastic bottles. 
Wastepack has donated 

600 reusable water 
bottles with the school 
logo on for our students 
to use in place of  the 
single-use plastic bottles. 
“The school is working 
with Wastepack to come 
up with an action plan, 
with the newly-launched 
eco club and student 
executive team eco 
ambassadors already 
active in helping to 
reduce waste in the 
canteen and monitoring 
recycling bins.”

Eco warriors


