
Dates for Local 
Plan hearings
HEARING dates have been 
set for the examination of 
Harlow’s Local Plan.
The plan will guide the town’s 
future development up to 
2033.
David Reed has been 
appointed by the Government 
as the Local Plan Inspector. 
He will conduct the 
examination to determine 
whether the plan is sound.
The Local Plan guides future 
development in the local 
area, drawn up by the Local 
Planning Authority. 
It guides decisions on whether 
or not planning applications 
can be granted.
Hearing sessions will take 
place in the Civic Centre 
starting at 10am on March 28, 
2019. 
Sessions will follow on various 
days as follows:
Thursday 28 March 2019
Matter 1: Duty to co-operate 
and other legal requirements 
(including HRA)
Matter 2: Housing - 
Quantitative Requirements, 
Overall Provision and Five 
Year Supply
Friday 29 March 2019
Matter 3: Overall Strategy; 
Harlow & Gilston Garden 
Town - General Principles & 
Infrastructure
Tuesday 2 April 2019
Matter 4: Strategic Housing 
Site East of Harlow
Wednesday 3 April 2019
Matter 6: Other housing 
allocations – Policy HS2 sites
Thursday 4 April 2019
Matter 7: Development 
Management policies
Matter 5: Employment and 
Retail Issues
Full details on the sessions 
and who will be participating 
can be found online by 
clicking on the council’s 
website at www.harlow.gov.
uk/local-development-plan-
examination-hearing-sessions

Piers Meyler
Local Democracy Reporter

AN alternative to closing a 
third of  the county’s librar-
ies was tabled in a Essex 
County Council meeting on 
Tuesday.

The extraordinary meeting 
of  Essex County Council was 
called by opposition parties 
to end plans to close 25 librar-
ies and hand over several 
more to their communities.

Mark Hall and Tye Green 
branches in Harlow are un-
der threat.

However, an amendment 
was passed which stopped 
short of  ruling out any clo-
sures but agreed to explore 
using libraries as communi-
ty hubs.

The council had argued 
that book loans are down 
by 52 per cent  in the past 10 
years and the demand for 

computers is down 34 per 
cent in 10 years.

Fewer than one in five peo-
ple in Essex is an active li-
brary user, while demand for 
e-books has trebled.

In a bid to slash costs by 
£3.7million, 25 of  the coun-
ty’s 74 libraries have been 
earmarked for closure by 
2024.

Another 19 libraries are 
also at risk of  shutting down, 
it has been revealed.

Almost 60,000 have signed 
petitions opposed to the 
plans and more than 23,000 
responded to a consultation 
into the proposals.

Green councillor James 
Abbott said: “This Tory ad-
ministration has completely 
misjudged the public view.

Protesters in Chelmsford 
High Street

Crunch meeting gives hope 
for our libraries’ futures

Spike in amount 
of empty homes
THE number of  empty homes in the 
town has shot up dramatically.

In 2017, there were 225 vacant proper-
ties in Harlow. 

A year later, that number rose to 332, 
representing a 43 per cent increase, put-
ting Harlow sixth in the country for the 
sharpest rises in empty homes. 

The number of  empty homes across 
England has risen for the second year 
running, representing £53.6billion 
worth of  vacant stock, analysis by mod-
ular homes provider Project Etopia 
shows.

Joseph Daniels, CEO of  Project Eto-
pia, said: The  high number of  empty 
homes is compounding the housing mar-
ket’s deeply entrenched problems with 
lack of  supply remaining a key driver of  
high prices and low affordability.

“New homes are not being built fast 
enough and  abandoned properties ag-
gravates an already tough market.”

Pupils imaginations get special sparkle on World Book Day
CHILDREN found a sparkly 
surprise at their primary school 
on World Book Day. 
Year 2 pupils at Freshwaters 
Primary Academy in Harlow 
discovered lily pads, water and 
glitter all over their desks. 
The surprise was part of a 
storytelling session during 
World Book Day.
The class worked on plans to 
capture elusive visitors and 
quizzed witnesses around 
school to piece together the 
story of what had happened.
Jacinta Addison, Year 2 
teacher, said: “We want pupils 
to really understand the story 
and then have a go at writing 
their own versions. 
“They were so excited to find 
the evidence on their desks, 
it’s the most excited I’ve ever 

seen children.
“This is exactly the sort of 
thing we need to do for them 
to spark their imaginations for 
their own story writing.”
Pupils in all year groups 
dressed as their favourite book 
characters and were given 
book tokens to exchange at 
their local book shop.
They also took part in Drop 
Everything And Read sessions 
with their favourite books 
from home, paired up with 
peers from other classes to 
share stories and entered the 
Book Jar Competition where 
they represented a book in 
a jar.
Sixth form students from 
Epping St John’s School, in 
Epping, also visited to read 
with Year 1 pupils. PAGE-TURNERS: Pupils at Freshwaters Primary Academy with their favourite books

Special council meeting told of dangers of closing community libraries
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“People are fed up with 
austerity. They are fed up 
with consultations that are 
simply about cuts to services. 
It takes so much of  their time 
and draws people’s energy 
just to keep their services.

Cllr Tricia Reid, Labour, 
said libraries provide a 
quiet space for children in 
cramped, noisy and disrup-
tive homes to study well and 
effectively.

Speaking after the meet-
ing, Tory cabinet member for 
libraries, Susan Barker, said: 
“I don’t want a single library 
to close. I want to work with 
the community but I need 74 
conversations.”

She added it was not clear 
how much will be invested in 
those libraries that remain.

She said: “It has not been 
decided at all – some of  our 
libraries like Chelmsford 
which is a tier 1 or Dunmow 
which is tier 2 don t need any 
investment.

“Somewhere else like Har-
low needs a lot of  investment 
– it’s tired and old and we 
want it to be new and excit-
ing.

“There are so few libraries 
even in tier 4 which have not 
received an expression of  in-
terest either in the communi-
ty or a dual organisation.

“If  we have not heard from 
communities by June the 
strategy says it will close. But 
we will do everything we can 
to make sure it doesn’t.

“It is happenstance where 
our libraries are.”


