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Dozens of underarge drivers 
are banned from the road 
before they even have licence
The number of children under 
the age of 17 and facing driving 
bans is on the rise across Essex, 
DVLA figures have shown.

Data obtained through a 
freedom of  information request 
shows that since 2015 there have 
been 67 children caught driving 
on Essex roads and disqualified 
before they can legally drive.

Of  those, 13 were aged 
between 13 and 14.

Last year the number reached 
its highest point in the past four 
years, with 20 disqualifications 
including eleven 16-year olds, 
five 15-year olds, two 14-year 
olds and two 13-year olds.

This was an increase on all 
previous years, with 12 
disqualifications recorded in 
2017, 19 disqualifications in 2016 
and 15 in 2015.

Most have been banned from 
the roads for around 12 months, 
but some have been hit with the 
largest disqualification of  two 
years, including a 14-year old in 

2016.
A spokesperson for Essex 

Police said: “While the majority 
of  road offences in Essex are 
committed by fully licensed 
drivers, we have on a few 
occasions stopped underage 
drivers.

“Experienced roads policing 
officers are trained to identify 
driving behaviours, including 
underage drivers who have 
never been behind the wheel of  
a vehicle before.

“There have also been 
occasions where we have 
stopped moped riders, aged 
under 17, who can legally ride 
these vehicles but have 
committed offences.

“Offences involving underage 
drivers are rare. However, we 
continue to take them seriously 
and we will look to bring them 

court to face sentence and a 
possible ban.”

Government guidelines state 
that you can apply for a 
provisional driving licence 
when you are 15 years and nine 
months old and can start 
driving at the age of  17 after 
passing a driving test. 

Moped riders can be 16 but 
must also pass a practical and 
theory test.

Last year, the RAC warned 
that more than 1,000 children 
aged 16 and under had been 
banned from the roads 
nationally in 2017 and called 
underage drivers a “frightening 
danger to other road users”.

The national data published at 
the time also showed a sharp 
increase in underage drivers 
from 696 in 2014 to 1,024 in 2017.

Essex Police said that anyone with 
information about under age 
driving should call them on 101 or 
speak to Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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Gold medalist and Team 
GB long jumper Ezekiel 
Ewulo visited Magna 
Carta Primary Academy, 
in Stansted, and led a 
class.

He spoke to pupils about 
how important it is to 
drink plenty of  water and 
eat healthily and the hours 
he trains each day.

Pupils were sponsored to 
complete a training circuit 
raising £1,477 to be split 
between the school and the 
athlete’s training.

Ewulo won bronze in 
2005 at the England Indoor 

Championships and gold as 
an England international.

He then became the 
Under 20s Home Nations 
International Winner. 
Representing Britain in 
September 2011, he was 
third against the USA. 
Teacher Jackie Young said: 
“The children really 
enjoyed it and you could 
tell they found it 
inspirational, especially 
when he was saying he still 
needs to improve to get 
into next year’s Olympics. 

“We had many children 
practising their long jump 
on the way back to class.”

Ezekiel Ewulo at Magna Carta Primary Academy.             Picture: CONTRIB UTED

Visit from GB star
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A
udiences at Saffron Hall 
are in for a treat over the 
next few weeks as one of  
the world’s leading 

countertenors visits the venue for 
two concerts. 

Iestyn Davies is the Hall’s Artist 
in Residence for the 2018/19 
season and will be teaming up 
with viol consort Fretwork on 
March 24 before joining forces 
with actor Alex Jennings and 
lutenist Thomas Dunford on April 
6.  

After graduating in 
Archaeology and Anthropology 
from St John’s College, 
Cambridge, Davies studied at the 
Royal Academy of  Music. He is a 
regular performer with many of  
the world’s top opera companies 
including English National Opera, 
Glyndebourne Festival Opera and 
the Metropolitan Opera Company. 
He has performed at the BBC 
Proms and recently sang the role 

World-class 
concerts come 
to Saffron Hall 

of  Farinelli in ‘Farinelli and the 
King’ with Mark Rylance in the 
West End and on Broadway. 

Davies has won two 
Gramophone Awards, a Grammy 
Award, a RPS Award for Young 
Singer of  the Year, the Critics’ 
Circle Award and recently an 
Olivier Award Nomination. In 
2017, he was awarded the MBE in 
the Queen’s New Year’s Honours 
List for services to music.

For his concert with viol 
consort Fretwork in March, 
Davies will perform works by 
contemporary composer Michael 
Nyman alongside baroque music 
by Henry Purcell. Nyman has long 
been known for his fresh and 
inventive take on Baroque musical 
styles and this programme is no 
exception. It features a 
performance of  Nyman’s newest 
work ‘Music After a While’, which 
is based on the chromatic bass 
line for Purcell’s song ‘Music For 

 Iestyn Davies will be performing two unmissable concerts Actor Alex Jennings will be at Saffron Hall on April 6

a While’, alongside some of  his 
more avant-garde works. Expect 
bold harmonies, wondrous 
inventions and haunting melodies 
from the 17th century up to the 21st 
century.

In April, Davies will be joined by 
three-time Olivier award-winning 
actor Alex Jennings (The Queen, 
The Crown) and lutenist Thomas 

Dunford for an evening of  poetry 
and music inspired by Elizabethan 
composer John Dowland. 

Featuring everything from his 
melancholic ‘Flow My Tears’ to the 
madrigal-inspired ‘Come Again’, 
this concert explores Dowland’s 
extensive output for voice and lute.

The performance will be 
accompanied by excerpts from 

letters written by the composer 
himself, as well as emotive poetry 
inspired by the intensity of  his 
compositions. 

 
The concerts will be held on Sunday 
March 24 and Saturday April 6. 
Tickets are available to purchase by 
visiting saffronhall.com or calling 
0845 548 7650. 


