
Feast of music
MUSIC lovers are being 
invited to a special post-
Valentine concert.
Black Wax is presenting the 
show on Friday, February 
15 at The Herald, Broadley 
Road, Harlow from 8pm.
There will be live 
performances from Murray 
Torkildsen and Paul Howard 
with a special late night set 
from Herald favourites Slap.
Murray Torkildsen is always 
full of surprises, and the 
show promises to be no 
different.
Known for his work with 
the bands Real by Reel, The 
Redwoods, The Sweeney 
and more recently Popdad, 
Murray is also a guitarist for 
self-proclaimed ‘rock and 
roll’s greatest failure’ John 
Otway.
Paul Howard - a regular 
around Harlow’s pubs with 
his musical partner of 35 
years, Jo Clack, will also take 
to the stage.
Paul’s shows are a varied mix 
of musical emotion, with 
pop sensibility, punk attitude 
and a voice to silence even 
the rowdiest of bars, Paul 
will have audience members 
wiping away the tears with 
one song, and then dancing 
on a tables with the next.
Black Wax DJs will play a mix 
of Punk, New Wave, Rock 
& Roll, Glam, Rhythm and 
Blues and Soul on original 
vinyl. The night will conclude 
with a set from Slap.

After Educating Essex fame 
comes ‘school of tomorrow’  
Plans unveiled for £30m building with longer day for pupils

PLANS for a  new school 
costing just shy of  £30million 
have been unveiled to the 
public. 

On Monday night, archi-
tects and developers were 
on hand to explain detailed 
drawings of  the new Sir 
Frederick Gibberd College. 

Run by Burnt Mill Acad-
emy Trust, the Tendring 
Road school will cost £29.6m 
and open to a reduced co-
hort of  340 pupils in October 
2020. 

Pupils will join each Sep-
tember until the school is at 
its full 1,700- capacity. 

The college will be built on 
the site of  the former Pass-
more School, which relocated 
to Tracyes Road in Septem-
ber 2011, having inspired the 
country through the Channel 
4 programme Educating Es-
sex. 

Architect Anne Door  said: 

“There is a lot of  asbestos in 
the old school which needs to 
be demolished. 

“The sports hall is tradi-
tional build because it was 
cheaper, but the rest of  it will 
be modular.

“The modules are con-
structed in a factory and then 
craned onto the site. 

“It all has a 40-year design 
life. They are quite flexible. 
We can do any shape but 
curves. It will be built out of  
brick and timber to highlight 
the natural colours of  the 
surrounding and to set the 
tone of  the academic sixth 

form.”
While Year 7 to 11 will 

function as a typical state 
school, the sixth form will be 
academically selective and 
primarily open to those with 
ambitions to go to Oxbridge 
and Russel Group universi-
ties. 

Dee Conlon, the current 
headteacher of  Burnt Mill 
Academy and the future lead-
er of  the new college, said: 
“While we are confident that 
pupils will rise to the chal-
lenge, we won’t just base suc-
cess on exam results. 

“It is about developing the 

whole person. Success may 
mean top grades at GCSE for 
some students, but for others 
it might be making a speech 
in front of  the year in assem-
bly.”

As part of  this rounded ap-
proach to education Sir Fred-
ericks will have longer days 
finishing at 4pm, a mobile 
phone and smart-watch ban 
and an augmentation week 
filled with speakers from the 
likes of  Hope Not Hate. 

Before moving into Sir 
Frederick’s 120 students will 
attend a temporary school on 
the Burnt Mill Academy site 

which opens in September 
this year. 

“We have had 163 applica-
tions for 120 spaces,” Ms Con-
lon said.

“Pupils from 27 different 
primaries are coming. For a 
school that doesn’t exist yet 
that is really good. 

“It is a big leap of  faith 
for the parents given that we 
have no exam results.

“It will be a fully-function-
ing building. It will be all in-
side and eco-friendly ”

Once the full school is up-
and-running Ms Conlon is 
confident an atmosphere in 
which children can learn 
and stay safe can be fostered: 
“Every young person at a 
school should feel like there 
is at least one person that 
really cares for them and 
knows them well. 

 “That is a really exciting 
thing,” she added.

Recruitment for the tempo-
rary school has now opened. 

Visit www.burntmillacade-
my.org to find out more.

By Milo Boyd

PLANS UNVEILED: An artist’s impression of Sir Frederick’s 

Cigarette is cause of flat blaze
A DISCARDED cigarette was the 
cause of  a huge kitchen fire in 
Harlow.

Firefighters were called to 
Pytt Field in Harlow on Febru-
ary 6 at 12.51pm.

An carelessly discarded ciga-
rette had caused a fire in the sec-
ond-floor flat.

Worried neighbours called 999 
after being alerted by the sound 
of  the smoke alarm.

No-one was inside the proper-
ty at the time of  the fire.

Two crews from Harlow put 
the fire out by 1.07pm.

They then used ventilation 
fans to clear the smoke from the 
flats.

Fortunately, firefighters were 

able to contain the fire damage 
to the kitchen, while the rest of  
the property has suffered light 
smoke damage.

Watch Manager Tony Gal-
loway, of  Harlow Fire Station, 
said: “This fire was caused acci-
dentally after a cigarette, which 
had not been properly extin-
guished, fell from an ash tray 
into a nearby bin and ignited its 
contents.

“Fortunately, the property had 
a working smoke alarm which 
helped a quick-thinking neigh-
bour to inform us, but this could 
easily have been much more se-
rious.

“If  you or someone you live 
with smokes at home, please al-

ways make sure that your ciga-
rettes are completely out and not 
near anything flammable before 
you leave them unattended.”

Firefighters released safety 
advice following the blaze.

People have been warned to 
make sure all cigarettes are fully 
extinguished and to never smoke 
when in bed.

They have also advised people 
never to leave cigarettes unat-
tended and use a proper ashtray, 
making sure they are put out.

Ash should be tapped into an 
ashtray and never put in a rub-
bish bin.

To get a free smoke alarm fit-
ted, call 03003030088 or visit es-
sex-fire.gov.uk/book

Enders’ Patrick mentors drama hopefuls 

ACTING MASTERCLASS: Rudolph Walker with Burnt Mill 
Academy pupils

EASTENDERS star Rudolph 
Walker, who plays Patrick Truman 
in the soap, is to coach drama 
students at Burnt Mill Academy 
in First Avenue for an important 
competition.
Helping to nurture creative and 
technical skills, the Rudolph 
Walker Inter-School Drama Award 
involves pupils from Years 7-10 
who will eventually work with 
other famous actors to improve 
their performances. 
Georgina Woods, head of 
performing arts, said:
“This project will help to raise 
self-esteem.”
Students will perform at an 
awards event in March.
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