
£3m regeneration 
heralds new start 

Pupils take eco-friendly mission 
to the top during Commons visit

REGENERATION: Prentice 
Place in Harlow

ENVIRONMENTAL CAMPAIGNERS: Year 10 students at BMAT STEM 
Academy, based at Harlow College, went to Parliament

Long-awaited project due for completion in July

A LONG-AWAITED project to 
transform a Fifties shopping 
centre in Harlow is taking shape.

The £3 million regeneration 
project at Prentice Place in Pot-
ter Street, is due for completion 
this July.

Planning permission was 
granted three years ago follow-
ing a public consultation.

Eventually the scheme will 
include 15 refurbished homes, 
including council housing, plus 
new car parking and public spac-
es at the front and back of  the 
site.

Disused garage blocks, to the 
rear of  the site, have been demol-
ished and more and improved 
parking bays, motorcycle park-
ing stands and new storage facil-
ities have been installed.

The construction of  a new 
pitched roof  to all of  the main 
buildings is well under way, with 
works due to be completed with-
in the next 12 to 16 weeks.

A number of  new parking 
bays to the rear of  the site will be 
opened temporarily to the public 

TEENAGERS took their eco-mission to the 
top when they visited Parliament.
Year 10 students at BMAT STEM Academy, 
based at Harlow College, launched the 
STEM Academy Green Army with a mission 
to make their school more eco-friendly.
Students contacted Harlow MP Robert 
Halfon to express their concern for the 
environment and received an invitation 
to share their views at the Houses of 
Parliament.
The team of five – Courtney Loft, Jessica 
Bediako, Alan Delciampo, Brooke Nelson 
and Juliet Orton – have also encouraged 

in the next few weeks to allow 
the front car park to be closed off  
and works there to begin.

Signs will be put up shortly to 
direct motorists to the new bays 
and safe access to the shops.

The area to the rear of  the 
former health centre will be 
temporarily opened to the public 
providing the shortest walking 

Harlow Council to provide the school with 
recycling bins. 
Brooke said: “We held assemblies to tell 
the rest of the school about the dangers 
affecting the environment and visited 
Parliament to discuss the Government’s 
policies. 
“We have all heard of the problems, but 
don’t get to hear what the solutions are.
“We didn’t expect to get a reply, let alone 
an invite to Parliament.”
The team is looking to spread the message 
to primary schools and produce a reusable 
water bottle.

distance to the shops.
The properties are set to be 

handed over to Harlow Council in 
the next three months.

Tony Durcan, Harlow Coun-
cil’s portfolio holder for regen-
eration, said: “The work will not 
only transform a neighbourhood 
area that has been part of  Har-
low since the mid-Fifties but also 
make it a safer and pleasant place 
for people to live, shop and visit.

“For residents and retailers 
this project has taken far too 
long, but the new year heralds a 
new start for Prentice Place. The 
neighbourhood centre will be 
part of  Harlow’s future for years 
to come.”

Last year residents were left 
outraged by a decision to close a 
GP surgery at the centre of  the 
scheme.

Osler House surgery was closed 
by West Essex Clinical Commis-
sioning Group last April after the 
company who owned it - the Prac-
tice Group - requested to end its 
contract.

More than 3,400 patients had 
to move to surgeries in either 
Church Langley, Bush Fair and 
Staple Tye.
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