
Disabled bays 
to increase

Kids take Harlow to ill teacher in Canada

Teacher Michael Koutis is unable to return to Harlow

New rules include ‘hidden’ disabilities

THE number of  disabled parking spaces 
may have to increase as much as 20 per 
cent in order to keep up with demand 
once new rules for eligibility come into 
force on August 30.

Administered by Essex County Coun-
cil, the blue badge scheme allows park-
ing concessions for people with a per-
manent or substantial disability.

In addition to the parking conces-
sions, the badge holder is often entitled 
to park all day in residents’ parking 
bays, limited waiting bays and for free 
for a period of  three hours in non-barri-
er controlled car parks.

Initially the scheme covered those 
with physical disabilities, allowing 
them to park closer than other drivers, 
but now people with hidden disabilities, 
including autism and mental health con-
ditions, will have access to blue badges.

But Cllr John Spence told the health 
and wellbeing board at Essex County 
Council that the new rules could lead to 
a 20 per cent increase in the number of  
applications – putting further pressure 
on disabled parking provision.

It means that district councils respon-
sible for parking may have to find 20 per 

A FORMER teacher battling a 
rare disease in Canada is taking a 
virtual trip down memory lane.
Michael Koutis was a supply 
teacher in the town in 2005. 
He returned to his home in 
Canada with the dream of visiting 
Harlow again one day.
Before he could take that 
trip, he was struck down with 
rare degenerative disease 
neuroacanthocytosis (NA).
He and his brother are among just 

cent more disabled bays by re-designat-
ing able-bodied bays.

He said: “During last month we have 
received new guidance for the applica-
tion of  blue badges.

“In the past we took them on lack of  
mobility – whether that be in a wheel-
chair, loss of  limbs or loss of  eyesight.

“The revised guidelines take account 
of  those people who might be a danger 
to themselves or others on the road 
through other criteria. So we are go-
ing into the area of  area of  dementia, 
Alzheimer’s and autism.

“We are expecting this to lead to a 20 
per cent increase in the number of  blue 
badge applications in a world where 
blue badge parking spaces are already 
under pressure.

“Therefore we need to meet with our 
partner councils on that issue.”

Chelmsford Council leader Stephen 
Robinson said: “It’s also important that 
people don’t abuse disabled bays. That is 
something our wardens need to ensure.

“We need to look at how many disa-
bled bays are in our car parks and we 
also need to look at how many bays we 
have for electric car parking charge 
points and we also need to look at dis-
couraging long-stay in the city centre 
and moving it out to the park and rides.”

150 cases in the world.
Mr Koutis said: “At age 36, I was 
a normal, healthy, happy guy. 
I had a rewarding career as a 
teacher, was happily married 
and looking forward to a bright 
future. Suddenly, out of nowhere, 
I began to make strange sounds 
with my throat.
“Five years on, I was finally 
diagnosed with the extremely 
rare degenerative disorder NA.
“Life expectancy is ten to 20 years, 

which may sound generous, but I 
am eight years in and feeling very 
much aware of time.”
In an effort to take Harlow back to 
Mr Koutis in Canada, students at 
Burnt Mill Academy have collected 
photos and written letters to give 
him a flavour of the town today.
Cristin Casey, who worked with 
Mr Koutis in Harlow, said: “When 
I heard he was getting more 
poorly, I decided to take Harlow 
to him.”
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