
Pupils ditch phones and enjoy outdoors

Year 7 and 8 pupils from Epping St John’s Church of England 
School enjoyed several outdoor activities in Cornwall

ESSEX Police used emergen-
cy powers to curtail planned 
street racing in Harlow. 

A dispersal order was put 
in place from 6pm on Satur-
day until 2am on Sunday at 
Oaks Retail Park, off  Edin-
burgh Way.  It came after an 
unauthorised car meet was 
advertised on social media.

Such events have previous-
ly attracted large numbers of  
people and vehicles, resulting 

in concerns around antiso-
cial behaviour and dangerous 
driving.

Police were also concerned 
the meet was planned in an 
area with several restaurants 
and a cinema. 

Inspector Tony Walker, of  
Harlow’s Community Polic-
ing Team, said: “We have used 
dispersal orders to help man-
age numerous events at this 
location from the same group 

of  people.
“They have been successful 

and we have only had a hand-
ful of  reports of  antisocial 
driving over the many that 
have been advertised there.

“Our dispersal order gives 
officers the power order peo-
ple causing anti-social be-
haviour to leave the area and 
breaching any direction given 
under the order is a criminal 
offence.”

MOBILE phones were ditched by 
pupils from a secondary school 
in favour of sun, sea and surfing 
during a four-day school trip.
A group of 76 Year 7 and 8 
students from Epping St John’s 
Church of England School, in 
Epping, left their phones at 
home and spent four days in 
Newquay, Cornwall.
They spent their time enjoying 
the outdoors at Tolcarne and 
Swanpool beaches, taking part 
in activities including zorbing, 
volleyball, archery, beach 
football, kayaking, paddle 
boarding and surfing.
Anmarie Petrou, head of Year 7, 
said: “The students all just threw 
themselves into everything; they 
did so well.
“The weather was amazing and 
they were able to let off steam 
at the end of the school year. 
“It was a nice opportunity for 
the two year groups to mix and 
to make new friends and build 

a bond.
“We wanted them to come 
away from their phones and 

social media and just enjoy the 
moment.
“It was amazing.”

Order in place to curtail car meet
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‘Reinforcing the good work already being done’
By Hannah Hastings

SIX police officers have started 
their new roles as part of  the dis-
trict’s new Town Centre Team.

The team will enable an in-
crease in visible patrols as the 
officers investigate community 
issues within their designated 
town centres.

Two officers will be assigned 
to Loughton and Waltham Ab-
bey respectively, all six members 
will be led by Sergeant Rob Fitt.

As part of  the force’s dedica-
tion to visible, frontline officers, 
the 58 constables will tackle the 
most prominent issues in com-
munities whilst building strong-
er relationships with the public.

District commander for Brent-
wood and Epping, Chief  Inspec-
tor Lewis Basford, said: “I think 
the Town Centre Teams will be 
an excellent opportunity for our 
officers to really integrate into 
the local community and help 
community groups and local 
businesses to voice their prob-
lems, which we can then investi-
gate fully.

“All of  our officers have come 
from a response background, so 
have a brilliant knowledge of  
the local towns and are really 
keen to get out into the commu-
nity and meet the organisations, 
businesses, and associations 
that make our communities 
great.

“To begin with the teams will 
be focusing on being visible and 
tackling antisocial behaviour 
and shoplifting in town centres, 

but as the challenges within the 
communities change, we’ll make 
sure we meet them head on.”    

Community issues are at the 
forefront of  the Town Centre 
Teams’ priorities, including 
crime against businesses and 
antisocial behaviour in town 
centres.           

Brentwood Borough Council 
leader, Councillor Chris Hossack 
said: “This is good news for our 
residents who already benefit 
from a strong level of  support 
from our own Community Safety 
team and our Community Safety 
Partnership. 

“We welcome this additional 
police incentive which will rein-
force the good work already be-
ing done in Brentwood to ensure 
the borough remains a safe and 
favoured place to live.”

Speaking about the creation 
of  the Town Centre Teams, 
Chief  Constable BJ Harrington 
said: 

“If  we work together we can 
keep the tide turning and put 
a stop to antisocial behaviour, 
drug dealing, and other insidi-
ous crimes. ”

Officers start role 
with new team

Loughton and Waltham Abbey 
will see new police officers


