
A Wicked treat
A GROUP of 60 secondary 
school students headed to 
the West End to learn how 
the backstage team works 
to put on one of one of the 
world’s biggest musicals.
The Year 7 and 8 pupils 
Epping St John’s Church of 
England School, in Epping, 
were treated to watching 
Wicked at the Apollo 
Victoria Theatre in London.
During the interval, 
students who had managed 
the technical side of the 
school’s High School Musical 
production earlier this year 
met the technical team 
behind the long-running 
show.
Sarah Viccars, assistant 
headteacher and director 
of learning, said: “This was 
a really nice opportunity 
for students to speak to 
professionals as some of 
them are considering careers 
in the industry. 
“It got them thinking about 
the technical side of the 
theatre which is hugely 
important.
“We take students on this 
trip every year. 
“For some, it’s their first 
experience of visiting the 
West End and seeing a live 
production.
“I feel very strongly that 
every child should have the 
right to see live theatre 
before they leave our 
school.” 

By Hannah Hastings

RESIDENTS with unwanted or 
unlicensed firearms are being 
encouraged to hand them over 
to reduce crime and help keep 
Essex safe.

Essex Police have set up a two-
week firearm surrender from 
Saturday, July 20, until Sunday, 
August 4, where anyone who 
hands a firearm in won’t face 
prosecution for possessing it il-
legally.

Detective Chief  Inspector Rob 
Kirby, from the Kent and Essex 
Serious Crime Directorate, said: 
“Gun crime is, fortunately, low 
in Essex but we do still see of-
fences where firearms are used.

 “We have many responsible, 
law abiding firearms licence 
holders in Essex but there are 
members of  the criminal fra-
ternity who want to get hold of  
guns to threaten, frighten and 
injure others and it’s really im-
portant we do everything we can 
to reduce the chance of  them get-
ting their hands on one.

“There are a number of  rea-
sons why you may possess a 
firearm illegally, whether it be 

because you’ve inherited a tro-
phy of  war weapon from a fami-
ly member, your own licence has 
expired or, may be unaware that 
changes in the law mean you’re 
no longer eligible to have a li-
cence.

“It may just be that you possess 
a firearm legally but you just 
don’t want or need it anymore 
and want to dispose of  it safely 
and that’s exactly what you can 
do during our surrender.”

There were 569 offences in-
volving a real firearm in Essex 

last year which works out as less 
than one for every 3,000 people in 
the county.

Officers seized or had handed 
in 2,224 real firearms and 520 air 
weapons or imitation firearms.

DCI Kirby added that this 
surrender is just one of  many 
things we do to protect Essex 
and keep people safe from fire-
arms: “Thanks to information 
and intelligence from the public 
we regularly carry out proactive 
operations to tackle criminals 
using weapons and targeting 
those who are possessing them 
illegally.

“We’ve carried out a num-
ber of  warrants in the last year 
where we’ve seized a significant 
number of  illegally held fire-
arms from people and this sur-
render is just another way we’re 
keeping Essex safe.”

In recent years the law has 
changed which means you may 
no longer be eligible to hold a 
firearm licence.

Anyone who’s served a cus-
todial sentence of  more than 
three years will be permanently 
banned.

Call police on 101 or Crimes-
toppers on 0800 555 111.

Police stations across Essex 
are taking part

Police: ‘hand over 
your weapons’

Crime falls, despite rise in drug and weapon offences
THE latest national crime 
statistics show Essex contin-
ues to be a safe place to live, 
work and study.

Recorded crime is lower 
than average across England 
and Wales, with 86.4 offenc-
es reported per 1,000 people 
compared to the national av-
erage of  88.9.

Fewer people are victims 

of  violence, with injury of-
fences, sexual offences, rob-
bery, and theft all decreasing.

Burglary offences have 
also fallen with more than 
795 fewer break-ins across 
the county in the 12 months 
to March.

A statement from Essex Po-
lice said: “Crime is increas-
ing across the country and 

Essex is no different which 
is why we are investing to 
help better support victims, 
protect the vulnerable, tackle 
violence, and increase visi-
bility.

“We recruited an extra 150 
officers last year and will 
be adding an extra 215 this 
year.”

The force is planning to 

increase the size of  its Gypsy 
Traveller and Rural Engage-
ment Team to better serve 
rural communities.

Plans to continue tack-
ling violent and drug-related 
crimes have also been con-
firmed.

The possession of  weapons 
and drugs offences recorded 
in Essex is the most notable 

increase in the figures. 
Police are using a stop-

and-search technique, while 
Operation Sceptre is seeing 
knives seized and taken off  
streets and putting drug deal-
ers behind bars.

More than £1.5m of  fund-
ing was recently granted to 
crack down on street vio-
lence and knife crime.

Travel agents go places after winning prize with daring photo
A travel agency team 
has won £500 worth of 
marketing vouchers after 
posing in a Calender Girls 
themed photoshoot for a 
window display competition.
Waltham Abbey Travel on 
Sun Street was one of 20 
independent travel stores 
across the country to receive 
the prize on behalf of 
Jet2Holdays.
The team of four posed 
behind the package holiday 
companies’ flag on Friday, 
June 28, minutes before 
closing drawing plenty of 
attention from passers-by.
Gay Borland, manager of 
Waltham Abbey Travel, said: 
“We only entered the day 
before the competition’s 
deadline because we had to 
wait for two of the girls to 
come back from holiday.
“We have a big flag in the 
window so I just said come 
on let’s go outside, so we 

bought some hats and 
sunglasses and we were just 
laughing.
“It was a really hot day, the 
owner of the wine bar next 
to us came and took the 
photos of us and the people 
in the pub opposite was 
watching us. 
“We were going to stand 
in the window but because 
it was hot day the pictures 
were not coming out 
properly so we decided 
to stand outside the shop 
instead.
 “It was just a bit of fun 
and I just thought if we just 
done a Calender Girls we 
would have a good chance of 
winning and we did.”
The travel booking business 
have put their winnings 
towards an advertisement 
map across Waltham Cross 
and Cheshunt, including 
a bus advertisement and 
leaflet drop. The team (L-R) are: Sari Donaghy, Teresa Marie, Sharon Hoy and Gay Borland

Two week firearms amnesty to keep county safe
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