
By Hannah Hastings

THE youngest parish council 
candidate to represent Chig-
well Row has been elected in a 
by-election.

Pranav Bhanot, 30, of  Station 
Road, Chigwell, beat Liberal 
Democrat rival Joanne Alexan-
der-Sefre by 344 votes to 288 on 
Thursday, July 11.

The new parish councillor 
hopes to kick start his tenure 
by introducing grassroots com-
munity engagement projects 
and innovation through tech-
nology to deal with casework for  
residents.

Speaking about his win, Cllr 
Bhanot said: “I am delighted to 
have been elected as a councillor 
in Chigwell Row.

“Over the past few weeks I 
have thoroughly enjoyed meet-
ing the majority of  residents 
living in the ward and now look 
forward to rolling my sleeves up 
and working hard alongside my 
Conservative district and coun-
ty councillors to make Chigwell 
Row even better.

“I hope to see more young peo-
ple getting involved in local and 

national politics.”
Alongside working with par-

ish, county and district council 
colleagues, the Conservative also 
plans to keep Chigwell’s street-
lights on after 1am and push for 
extra policing to curb crime.

A five-point plan will be  

 
introduced for each street in 
Chigwell Row to improve the 
area, which includes conducting 
a road audit and street lighting  
assessments.

Cllr Bhanot said he is keen 
to deal with issues relating to 
social isolation among elderly 
residents and empowering more 
young people to enter politics.

Free copies of  his book, Get me 
Elected. Strategies, Tips and Tac-
tics for Election Success, will be 
given to any young constituents 
interested in entering politics.

Pranav is parish’s 
youngest councillor
30-year-old has written book on election success

High jumper Freya is putting in extra hours to raise the bar Council calls 
for more 
school cash

Cllr Pranav Bhanot is the new 
parish councillor for Chigwell 
Row

Year 10 student Freya Henshall, recently competed at the County Championships in Chelmsford 

AN ASPIRING athlete has come on 
in leaps and bounds to be named the 
fifth best high-jumper in west Essex.

Year 10 student Freya Henshall, a 
Year 10 pupil from Epping St John’s 
Church of  England School, first 
took an interest in high jump during 

PE lessons last year.
She recently competed in her first 

County Championships in Chelms-
ford and cleared 1m 43 – her highest 
jump yet.

She said: “I have done high jump a 
couple of  times this year and about 

three times last year at school. 
“I have always been keen on run-

ning and athletics, but one week it 
was raining and so we did high jump. 
I was quite good at it and enjoyed it. 
This was my first big competition so 
it’s a really big achievement. 

“I work on my technique during 
athletics club each week and my PE 
teachers are available every day af-
ter school to help me.”

PE subject lead Tom McGarr said: 
“Freya has shown real natural tal-
ent for the high jump.”

ESSEX County Council has 
called on the Government 
to invest more funding after 
figures show that the county has 
received less than the national 
average over the past five years.

Figures from the Department 
for Education show that 
dedicated school grant (DSG) 
allocation – one of  the main 
components of  school funding 
– since 2014/2015 has increased 
nationally from about £38.7 
billion to £44.7 billion in 2019/20 
– a 15.5 per cent rise.

Essex’s portion of  that has 
increased from £969 million to 
£1.08 billion – a 12.2 per cent 
increase.

Cllr Ray Gooding, Cabinet 
Member for Education and 
Skills, said: “Quite clearly 
schools have been met with 
increased pupil numbers.

“But there has been a rise in 
teacher pension contribution 
and the number of  things 
schools are being asked to do.”

His comments were made 
at full council on Tuesday in 
which a Tory amendment to a 
Labour motion – was passed 
calling on the Government to 
increase school funding.

A Department for Education 
spokesperson said: “This year, 
funding for schools in Essex has 
increased by 3.3 per cent per 
pupil, an extra £48.7 million.”
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