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Forest Hall maths pupils figure out coding tests on trip
Top mathematicians from
Forest Hall School put their
code-breaking skills to the test
on a trip to Bletchley Park.

Year 7 and 8 students were
given a guided tour of the
former top-secret Second
World War site where the
famous Enigma machine
helped crack German coded
messages.

Sarah Power, Forest Hall’s
careers and enrichment lead,
said: “The workshop was
really engaging and students
got to use a real Enigma
machine. This was one of my
favourite trips as it allowed
students to see how maths has
been used in real life.”

The secondary school has
had a busy week, also planting
160 trees as part of its eco
work, in partnership with the
Woodland Trust.

It is the latest project by its
Eco Club, which has also
created a bug house in the
school gardens, is growing
vegetables and building
flowerbeds out of recycled
bottles.

Anjela Griffiths, co leader
of the club, said: “Seeing
students from different year
groups come together and
think of new ideas on how we
can make the school more
environmentally friendly is
exciting to see.”

Forest Hall School students try code breaking at Bletchley Park

It was a bitter pill to swallow for
campaigners for a second pharmacy
in Stansted this week as their bid
stalled at the Houses of Parliament.

Parish council chairman Maureen
Caton accompanied Saffron Walden
constituency Conservative MP Kemi
Badenoch to a meeting with the Essex
Health andWell-Being Board to argue
the case for two dispensing chemists
in the village.

But Mrs Caton said afterwards they
had been left feeling “frustrated at the
lack of willingness to see what the
issues really are”.

Originally the meeting had been
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scheduled to take place in Stansted to
demonstrate how its layout – with
Cambridge Road at the top and Lower
Street at the bottom separated by
Chapel Hill – meant villagers would
benefit from two pharmacies, but the
board moved it to London instead.

“The board should be the eyes and
ears of everybody, but there has been
no consultation with the village. I am
dumbfounded really,” saidMrs Caton.

“Their communication is very
poor, their understanding is even
poorer and their willingness to even
try to understand is even poorer than
that! We need to regroup and think
about what our next steps will be, but
we won’t let this drop.”

The interpretation of health
service regulations was the sticking

point over allowing two pharmacies.
“I will continue to say that our
interpretation is right,” said Mrs
Caton. “We are a village of two halves
and need two pharmacies. The board
asked us to hold back because the
guidelines are going to be reviewed,
but I don’t believe that will change our
situation.”

Mrs Badenoch said yesterday
(Tuesday): “For the last 18 months I
have been supporting Stansted Parish
Council in getting the needs
assessment decision on an additional
pharmacy reviewed.

“The outcome was that Stansted
still does not meet the needs criteria.
However, there are other steps we can
explore to ensure the right coverage
for residents.”

Push to finally oust lorries from Grove Hill
Ridding Grove Hill of heavy
lorries moved a step closer this
week to the delight of residents.

Andrew McDonnell, whose
house was damaged by an
oversized truck flouting the
weight restriction, said he was

“very encouraged and pleased”
that the parish council had now
agreed to push for a width
restriction, weight restrictions in
both directions, improved signage
and an air quality monitor for
Lower Street.

The “belt and braces” move
follows weeks of chaos along the
route.

“It’s common sense that we
cannot allow lorries to go up and
down this hill,” said Cllr John
O’Brien.

Police are appealing for witnesses
and information following a
burglary at a house in Watson Way
on the Forest Hall Park estate.

The break-in happened at
around 8.40am on Wednesday last
week (June 12).

The burglar broke in through a
rear window. Three bedrooms were
searched and jewellery, a sum of
euros and a laptop were stolen.

Anyone with information should
call Essex Police on 101 quoting
crime reference number
42/92002/19 or contact
Crimestoppers anonymously on
0800 555111.

Burglars steal euros,
jewellery and laptop

Call to help with VE
Day celebrations
Volunteers are needed to help
organise VE Day celebrations in
Stansted next year.

The 2020 early May bank holiday
has been moved back from the first
Monday of the month to Friday the
8th to coincide with the 75th
anniversary of Victory in Europe
Day, when fighting against Nazi
Germany in the Second World War
came to an end.

The village will join
communities across the country
from May 8-10 in marking the
event.

Parish council chairman
Maureen Caton said: “I would be
grateful for volunteers to work
with us.”
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Bear&Eden
COFFEE SHOP
EAT.RELAX.PLAY

A new child & family-friendly coffee shop
in the heart of Stansted Mountfitchet.

Specialising Breakfast, Brunch, & Lunch with
locally sourced Artisan coffee, fresh Sourdough,
craft beers and delicious treats with a large

Montessori-style kids play area

OPEN NOW
31 Lower Street, Stansted, Essex, CM24 8LB

Follow us on
Facebook & Instagram

WWW.BEARANDEDEN.COM
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