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School’s blues night is a swinging success for charity
Forest Hall School’s Night of
Swing got everyone’s feet
tapping as they enjoyed live
music and dancing.

The fundraising event last
Wednesday (July 10)
incorporated a mix of student
performances and music by
the Blue Skies Big Band while
the audience had the
opportunity for a dance
during the show.

The school choir sung and
pupils performed solos,
including Georgina Tate
singing Smile and Daniel
Elsley with a rendition of Mr
Bojangles.

The band took over for the
second half with classics such
as Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy
and In the Mood.

Music teacher Julia Lysons
said: “It was a fantastic night
that raised £230 to be split
between Help for Heroes and
our school production of
Sister Act.”

The school has had a busy
end to the term with a trip to
Duxford’s Imperial War
Musuem and a Keeping
Children Safe day of
workshops with advice and
warnings for youngsters. It
included information on
drugs, alcohol and knife crime
and focused on their mental
and physical wellbeing. The band struck a chord with the audience at Forest Hall School’s Night of Swing

An announcement by Essex County
Council (ECC) that Stansted’s library
has been saved from closure was met
with scepticism and concern by
councillors this week.

The publication of its revised
library strategy was nothing but
“smoke and mirrors” and pointed
towards a community-run facility that
would lack proper staffing and
resources to make it sustainable.

“I would say this revised strategy is
worse than the proposed one. It
represents a stealth closure of the
library service across swathes of the

Parish council feels ‘let
down’ by library call
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county – a service that ECC is
statutorily obliged to provide,” said
parish councillor Daniel Brett.

“Until and unless they agree to
funding staff and maintaining stock,
computers and staff at Stansted library,
the fight for the library is not over.”

Essex leader Cllr David Finchmade
the announcement and said: “We
have concluded a consultation to find
out what people thought about their
local library service.

“This consultation has absolutely
reinvigorated their desire and love of
our libraries. So, as a result, none of
our libraries will close!”

But further information revealed
from the strategy document added:
“We will retain a network of council-

run libraries, particularly in larger
towns, but it is evident that there is
community interest in running
libraries in locations where this
council currently runs them.”

Stansted Parish Council chairman
Maureen Caton said they had firmly
rejected the idea of volunteer-run
libraries and accused Essex of
“grossly misleading” them.

“They have sold us down the river,”
she said. “The revised strategy is just
a rehash of the closure and running
down of services over a three-year
grant period and we feel extremely let
down. They have dressed it up as a
present and then taken it back.”

An Essex cabinet meeting is due to
decide the outcome on Tuesday.

Dogs-on-leads bylaws need making clearer
Dog owners need to know
exactly where their pets should
be kept on leads with signs put
up at all recreational areas in
the village.

That was the view of parish
councillors who want Uttlesford
District Council (UDC) to be

consistent in its approach to
signage and enforcing its own
bylaws.

New signs had recently gone
up at Mountfitchet Green, but
the Recreation Ground,
Memorial Gardens, Bentfield
Green and Windmill Fields are

all subject to the same dog
control orders put in place by
Uttlesford in 2008.

Members agreed to pursue
UDC to ensure signs were
erected in all areas, including
zones were dogs were banned,
such as play areas.

The annual Stansted in Bloom
competition is in danger of wilting
unless more villagers choose to
enter their gardens in the contest.

A lack of interest led to a last-
minute call for participants from
the parish council, which warned
next year’s event may be scrapped
altogether.

Last year, 15 gardens were
entered compared to just seven who
have decided to take part this time
round. “It would be a shame to lose
this,” said Cllr Fran Richards.

The closing date has now passed
and judging is due to take place on
Saturday (July 20) with prizes
handed out in the autumn.

Entrants needed to
prevent flower flop

Youth club provides
spot of summer fun
Youngsters can continue meeting
up at Stansted’s youth club long
into the summer holidays thanks to
extended opening hours this year.

For the first time, the service,
partly funded by the parish
council, will remain open after the
schools finish and youth workers
are already planning a busy
programme of fun activities.

Year 6 youngsters up to 19-year-
olds can attend the youth club in
Lower Street until August 16.

It opens Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays 6.30pm-8.30pm and
Fridays from 7pm-9pm.
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Squires, Cambridge Road, Stansted, CM24 8GE
www.squiresofstansted.com | 07799 383403

In our countryside setting, next to Sworders Fine Art
Auctioneers in Stansted, we have an abundance of

gifts, homewares, artisan lamps, fashions, handcrafted
jewellery, seasonal plants, clocks, candles and cards.

Pop in for a browse!
Open all year and with free parking

BIG FINAL REDUCTIONS
NOW ON!


