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THE leader of  Essex County 
Council has been criticised for 
being unable to answer how the 
county calculated the figure of  
£18,000 being offered to commu-
nities to run libraries over three 
years.

Instead of  being able to offer 
the explanation at a scrutiny 
meeting discussing the library 
strategy for Essex ahead of  a 
cabinet meeting next week, Cllr 
David Finch said he would have 
to supply a written answer in 
due course.

The grant of  £18,000 being of-
fered to communities to run li-
braries over three years – £8,000 
in the first year, £7,000 in the 
second and £3,000 in the third – 
has been described as critical to 
the council’s plans to encourage 
community groups to take over 
or at least help run many of  the 
county’s libraries.

However, it is unclear if  any 
support will be available after 
that.

Asked about how the £18,000 
figure was calculated, Cllr Finch 
said: “You can ask me but I don’t 

have the details behind that, but 
I will give you a written response 
to that part.”

He added: “Initially I would 
say this is an estimate of  cost 
and we would review that as 
time goes by as to the function-
ality and use of  that particular 
library.”

Shenfield Library campaigner 
Sue Matthews said: “It’s ridicu-
lous it’s a key thing. That’s the 
one bit of  detail in the strategy 
and they don’t know where it’s 
come from. It’s crackers isn’t it?

Labour councillor Ivan Hen-
derson asked whether those li-
braries grouped in tiers three 
and four would remain open, 
fully resourced, staffed and 
equipped to “exactly the same 
level as they are now”.

Cllr Finch replied: “I have to 
defer of  the eloquence of  Cllr 
Hillier who so well articulated 
that you cannot put libraries 
into that category of  being cast 
in aspic.“What we would do in 
terms of  those libraries that 
didn’t come forward with volun-
teers,We would still work with 
them if  volunteers didn’t come 
forward. I would want to be very 
clear with communities in any 

area where there is no communi-
ty prospect of  a library and see 
what we can do to support that.”

The council’s previous strat-
egy of  banding libraries into 
four tiers based on their use and 
need was scrapped in the face of  
heavy opposition.

The new plan is heavily reli-
ant on a combination of  staffed 
opening hours, volunteer sup-
ported opening hours, smart 
library technology and an im-
proved eLibrary offer.

The council has pledged all 
libraries will remain open for 
at least five years,  even if  no 
community interest is forthcom-
ing. But questions remain about 
opening hours s to what degree 
will they remain open and from 
which locations.

The cabinet member respon-
sible for libraries, Cllr Susan 
Barker, added: “We would not 
want to support a library to set 
up to fail. 

“f  within that five-year period 
a community library was set up 
and failed, it would be brought 
in-house.

“Th strategy says quite clearly 
that no library will shut within 
the first five years.”

Questions asked 
on library funding
‘What happens after initial grants are spent?’

Careering into Science visits local schools on nationwide tour

Students put together a 3d puzzle of a head and shoulders; just one of the activities available on the Glasgow Science 
Centre on Tour which has visited several schools in Harlow

STUDENTS came together 
to learn more about 
science thanks to a centre’s 
nationwide tour. 
Glasgow Science Centre on 
Tour brought the subject 
to students at BMAT STEM 
Academy, in Harlow.
Fellow students from Burnt 
Mill Academy, Epping St 
John’s Church of England 
School, in Epping, and Royal 
Docks Academy, in Newham, 
also got to experience the 
Careering Into Science show 
to find out how the skills they 
learn at school can help with 
their future careers.
A selection of exhibits 
demonstrated to students 
how the body and brain 
works.
Cat Angus, senior science 
communicator, said: “We 
are showing students they 
do not necessarily have to 
go into science as a career, 
but that the skills they learn 
in science can be taken into 
other careers. It’s about 
making them realise science 
features in lots of different 
careers.
“The students have been 
really engaged, which is 
encouraging.”
Year 7 student Hrissian 
Gunov was one of 17 from 
Burnt Mill who took part. He 
said: “I have enjoyed today; it 
has been really fun.”
The day was sponsored by 
GlaxoSmithKline as part of 
Project Enthuse.
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ESSEX has “failed” 
those people who have 
taken or tried to take 
their own lives, a council 
committee has heard.

Dr Hasan Chowhan, 
clinical chair of  North 
East Essex Clinical 
Commissioning Group 
(CCG), made the 
comments at a meeting 
of  the Essex Health and 
Wellbeing Board last 
week during a discussion 
of  the strategy to tackle 
suicide prevention in the 
county.

While rates of  suicide 
in Southend have 
declined over the past 16 
years, the rate in Essex 
has increased from just 
over eight people per 
100,000 to around 11.

At the time of  the last 
audit completed for 2017, 
there was a total of  141 
deaths recorded that 
year as suicides across 
the county.

Of  the total, 111 were 
over the age of  26 and 
73 per cent of  suicides 
involved males. The most 
prevalent age for men to 
take their own lives was 
between 40 and 49 and 
between 40 and 44 for 
women.

Suicide 
numbers 
‘a failing’


