
Building at Harlow and Epping schools
By Yana Trup

A SUMMER building pro-
gramme saw £1.8 million invest-
ed in a family of  schools in and 
around Essex.

BMAT is an academy trust, 
founded at Burnt Mill Academy 
in Harlow, that operates pri-
mary and secondary schools in  
Harlow, Epping, Stansted in  
Essex and Newham in London.

Government funding from  
the Condition Improvement 
Fund and School Condi-
tion Allowance allowed the 
trust to make large scale 
improvements at many  
of  its schools over the summer.

The improvements include:
l A new bike shed and a new 

humanities block at Burnt Mill 
Academy, Harlow.

l £800,000 temporary accom-
modation constructed to offer 
more secondary school places at 
Sir Frederick Gibberd College, 
Harlow.

l Redecoration of  common 
areas, relocation of  classrooms 

and remodelling of  specialist 
teaching room for children with 
additional needs at BMAT STEM 
academy, Harlow.

l Construction of  a grow pro-
vision to offer places for chil-
dren with social, emotional and 
mental health needs, develop-
ment of  outdoor classroom and 
revamp of  Early Years area at 
Cooks Spinney Primary Acade-
my, Harlow.

l Redecoration, refurbished 
sixth form common room and 
creation of  new sixth form 
study room at Epping St John’s 
Church of  England School, Ep-
ping.

l New toilet facilities and new 
humanities classroom for Forest 
Hall School in Stansted.

l Internal redecoration and 
installation of  a new canopy for 
outdoor teaching at Freshwaters 
Primary Academy, Harlow.

l Internal redecoration at Lit-
tle Parndon Primary Academy, 
Harlow.

l £200,000 boiler works and  
a lecture theatre redecoration  
at Royal Docks Academy, Ne-

wham.
l Creation of  ICT suite,  

installation of  a new canopy for 
outdoor teaching and learning 
in Early Years at Roydon Prima-
ry Academy, Harlow.

Lucia Glynn, BMAT head of  
operations, said: ”This has been 
the busiest summer ever for our 
operations team. We have under-
taken many large scale projects 
working together with local con-
tractors.

“The facilities we offer are 
state of  the art and will give 
our young people the very best 
opportunities to learn. For our 
colleagues, we have ensured our 
teaching and learning spaces 
are a joy to work in.

“We have tried to spread the 
investment between our young-
est and our oldest pupils, so 
every child within the trust has 
been impacted by this work. 
Over a period of  time, we have 
invested in our teaching and  
associate staff  and we felt the 
time was right to invest in our 
estate, so the environment 
matches those standards.”

Government cash 
helps trust invest

Aaron Johnson-Campbell became a British gold medallist 

Karate kid Aaron picks up gold medal
A NINE-year-old boy has taken 
home the gold medal in a 
national karate competition.
Aaron Johnson-Campbell, a 
Year 5 pupil at Avon House 
Preparatory School in Woodford, 
became a British gold medallist 
in the boys kumite 7-9 years 
over 25kg category.
Kumite is a point-scoring form 
of karate, sparring inside a ring 
similar to a boxing ring.
Aaron travelled to Scotland 
to compete in the 2019 British 
Karate Foundation International 
Open Championships and after 
four matches, against high-level 
competition, came through to 
be crowned champion.
A spokesperson for Avon House 
school said: “This was a well-
deserved win for Aaron after all 
the intense training that he put 
in and his school cannot wait to 
see the fantastic achievements 
he will accomplish in the 
future.”

Halloween party chill-out lounge
A COMMUNITY group is 
holding a Halloween costume 
party for young people to 
keep them ‘away from gang 
culture.’ 

Ilford BACA will be holding 
the party for 11-16 year olds 
at the non-alcoholic chill-
out lounge in Clementswood 
Community Centre on Con-
naught Road, Ilford, on Octo-
ber 31 from 11am to 11pm. 

The lounge allows children 

to socialize in a safe, adult-su-
pervised environment, says 
organiser Wilson Chowdhry.

During the Halloween par-
ty there will be a talk from 
police advising on safety dur-
ing Halloween and on teen 
knife crime.

Simon Standen, outreach 
officer for High Road Bap-
tist Church, will also talk to 
youngsters about looking out 
for one another.

Entry will cost £2, which 
will include one free non-al-
coholic cocktail. Food, drinks 
and snacks will be sold 
throughout the night.

Hannah Chowdhry, daugh-
ter of  party organiser, Wil-
son, said “It is a wonderful 
opportunity for parents to 
put their feet up and leave 
their teenage children in a 
safe, supervised environ-
ment.”
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