
New pupils make history
as school opens its doors
Sir Frederick Gibberd College provides for 122 new Year Sevens

By Guardian reporters

HARLOW’S newest secondary
school has opened its doors to its
first cohort of students.

Sir Frederick Gibberd College
has opened in response to the
shortage of secondary school
places in the town.

A group of 122 Year Seven
students made history as they
became the first to walk through
the brand-new school’s doors on
Monday.

Headteacher Dee Conlon told
them: “This is an incredible day
for us.

“Every time we do something
new, we are making history. To-
day is a monumental day for you
as you are the first set of Gibber-
dians to go through the gates in
the history of this school.

“Welcome to your new home. I
call it a home as I think of us as
a family. Ultimately, one thing I

want you to always remember is
no matter what happens we truly
care about you and your future.
Everything we do is to get the
best out of you in this school,
not just in terms of exams and
grades, but you as individuals.

“Welcome to the Gibberdian
family.”

The day started with students
practising their line-up before
heading into school – a routine
used by all BMAT schools by way
of starting the day in an orderly
fashion.

The first week was filled with
assessments and orientation ac-
tivities to help students and the
newly appointed team of staff to
settle into their new school.

Hollie Dietz, 11, said of the
first day: “It’s going really well;
the first lesson is going great.

“I wanted to come to Sir Fred-
erick Gibberd as I felt a new
school would be a new start for
me. We are the first people here,

so we are making history.”
New classmate Javin Nundloll,

also 11, was the first student to
arrive.

He said: “I just really wanted
to get to school as I was excited
for the new start and new begin-
ning. I really felt emotional in
assembly.”

Mrs Conlon added: “I have
been waiting for this moment for
four years. They say good things
come to those who wait; you are
my good things.

“We are a small school, but we
are a great school. We are going
to be the best school. Let’s go and
show everyone how amazing we
are.”

The school, based in modern
temporary accommodation next
to Burnt Mill Academy while a
permanent building is construct-
ed in Tendring Road, is part of
the BMAT education trust.

The school will open a sixth
form in the future.

New beginning - head Dee Conlon told pupils: ‘This is an incredible day for us’

Heart centre sets out growth plan
A HEART specialist centre
has plans to grow in a bid to
attract patients from outside
of Essex.
Dr Stuart Harris, a leading

cardiologist at the Basildon
cardiology centre, said he
wanted to grow services into
Suffolk, Norfolk and even
Kent.
Since its creation in 2007

the Essex Cardiothoracic Cen-
tre has provided specialist
treatment and care for people
with heart or lung problems.

The centre has four state-
of-the-art operating theatres,
three cardiac catheter labo-
ratories, a critical care ward
with 22 beds, a surgical ward
with 32 beds, a cardiology
ward with 28 beds, and a day
ward for people who do not
need to stay in hospital over-
night following their proce-
dure.
Dr Harris said: “We had

jobs before we came to Es-
sex to set up the centre and
we have grown ever since

in number and outcomes in
number in patients.
“We think we are an attrac-

tive place to work.”
He added: “We obviously

have two natural threats –
one is the Royal Papworth
now it has moved to Adden-
brooke’s and particularly be-
cause it becomes easier to ac-
cess – particularly if you are a
Harlow patient.
“And the other is the big-

gest cardiothoracic centre in
Europe which is Barts.”
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A detailed engineering
report on the Army
and Navy flyover
in Chelmsford has
recommended that the
structure should not
reopen.
The report says

monitoring of the
structure, which initially
focused on temperature
related movement,
has been widened and
revealed new defects
within the flyover’s
concrete foundations.
The report concludes

that for reasons of safety
the flyover should not
reopen to traffic again.
Kevin Bentley,

deputy leader of Essex
County Council and
cabinet member for
infrastructure, said: “I
will not place any Essex
resident in danger.
“A short-term fix of

the movement caused by
the very hot weather will
not enable safe use of
the flyover. The central
recommendation of the
report I received today is
that the Army and Navy
flyover should not be
repaired and re-opened
and I will abide by that
recommendation.”

Army and
Navy will
not reopen


