
Pupils start day by enjoying books together
By Hannah Hastings 

A SECONDARY school is en-
couraging more students to read 
by starting their day enjoying a 
book in groups.

Form time reading has been 
introduced to Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 
12 students at Epping St John’s 
Church of  England School, in 
Bury Lane, Epping.

The move is to further build 
the profile of  reading at the 
school, as well as giving pupils 
the basic skills they need to ac-
cess the curriculum.

Assistant head teacher Naomi 
van der Lith said: “Reading has 
a knock-on effect in all subjects. 

“When students feel empow-
ered to read, they can access a 
whole range of  subjects. 

“Even for those who are less 
confident in reading we have 
audio versions of  the books to 
assist them. 

“By even just listening to 
someone else reading, they will 
get to the point where they feel 
they can participate and have 
the confidence to read in class.

“We also want to develop that 
love of  reading. 

“So few students read com-
plete novels these days so we are 
tackling that with this project.

“As reading has such a knock-
on effect, we do not feel it is down 
to just the English department to 
tackle it. 

“It is proving to be a really 
positive whole school initiative.”

Group reading sessions are be-
ing led by form tutors and Year 
12 students, who are helping 
their younger peers.

Students are currently read-
ing five books: The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas, Private Peace-
ful, Heroes, Stone Cold and The 
Kite Runner.

Students at Epping St John’s School are reading The Boy in 
the Striped Pyjamas, Private Peaceful, Heroes, Stone Cold and 
The Kite Runner

Developing a true 
love of reading 

Year 7 student 
Molly Sherrin also 
runs for Woodford 
Green and Essex 
Ladies

Molly wins place in cross country team

SPORTY Molly Sherrin has 
qualified for the Essex County 
Cross Country team after finishing 
fourth in the county’s annual 
championships.
The Year 7 student, from West 
Hatch High School in Chigwell, 
was among 16 athletes from the 
school who competed in races 
over either a 3km or 3.5km course 
at Stubbers Activity Centre in 

Upminster last Wednesday.
Molly will now represent the 
Essex county team at the inter-
counties event in Kent next 
month.
Coach Claire Huggins said: “Molly 
is certainly one of the strongest 
runners we have had at West 
Hatch in recent years and we wish 
her very well having qualified for 
the county.”

The youngster, who runs for 
Woodford Green and Essex 
Ladies, recently secured a sub-21 
minute time in the Roding Valley 
5k Park Run. 
West Hatch High School cross 
country team coach Claire Huggins 
said: “Molly is certainly one of the 
strongest runners we have had 
at West Hatch in recent years and 
we wish her very well.”
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